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DESIGN APPROACH I%?‘%Hj 71

Architectural Services Department strives to promote good architecture and
landscape design which are well-integrated and complementing each other to
enhance design quality. Good architecture provides a good setting for

landscaping and good landscape design enhances the overall architectural
effect and ambience.

A [f 15 Jﬁﬁ%ﬁ[ﬁ*lfjf - ﬁ'rlpbﬁjﬂ[
JHE F]ﬁﬂj[ﬁ*lﬁ'“ Mo N 1%

% fi, e iy Tt
Upvg SELE ) RS PRI LT G A g S0y

%Z"%’JTSL‘%JﬂI;EnEL °

Architectural Services Department g 5%




Design Concept 1<

In the time of mourning, a comforting surrounding would do much to ease the pain. The new crematorium will provide
efficient and safe operation, at the same time a comfortable environment for the funeral services. Through the re-inter-
pretation of the ritual of paying final respect to the deceased, the design objective of the new Diamond Hill Crematorium
is to provide a calm, soothing and dignified place for the living people to face the death and sadness; and to provide
an opportunity for mourners to collect their thoughts in an environment that shelters them from the noisy outside world
before the ceremonies.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION I H &1

The Diamond Hill Crematorium was located at Po Kong Village Road,
Diamond Hill since 1979. Given that the old crematorium had been in ser-
vice for some 25 years and was becoming inadequate for its purpose due
to limited facilities of the cremation equipment and the building itself, a
new crematorium was built at the original site to replace the existing cre-
mation facilities.

B 1L K ZE 35 E 197 94F JE ¥ A1 80 L LIS PR » 254 asitsi {F254F &
I TA RS G B ST K o Fri KZE S IRk B DI #5431y K38
r}:ﬂﬁﬂ o




PROJECT INFORMATION 15 H &%}

Site Area i 1[}1
21,000 m‘ I~ 2K
Gross Floor Area 1""
5,740 m2 7]~ Jjk
Contract Cr‘:rTIDh—*IIDﬂ E
Feb 2009 3535 J11]
Total Landscape Alea ARl ,{ﬂ I
Approx. 35% of site area b fF135%
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Microclimate {5 (%

Approximately 80% of the podium is covered by plantings and water features. The landscaped
podium provides an insulation layer for the lower stories of the building. Moreover, the green roofs
help to lower roof surface temperature & air-conditioning load. The provision of green roofs, plant-
ings and lily ponds on podium act as a heat sink to minimize temperature variation and induce a
micro-climate for the site.
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Sustainability n] ;&1

The landscaped podium and green roofs render the crematorium an integral part of its geographi-
cal surroundings. The green roof is also an opportunity to educate the local communities how to
use planting materials to build up a sustainable environment. In addition, some rare and native
species (e.g. Camellia crapenlliana) are applied to accentuate the nearby natural, hillside environ-
ment and also to sustain a living environment for the wild life :
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2. Emotional Concern B8 )= & IE4&

Ceremonial Path %'761': HiE i @

The path taken by the mourners is carefully designed. From the quiet arrival area at
G/F, the mourners would find a tranquil circular courtyard heading to the upper floor. By
climbing up the circular staircases, they would reach the podium garden with
contemplating lily ponds as well as various plantings. They will then walk through a
peaceful transitional colonnade leading to the service hall for mourning. The entrance
and exit of the service hall were also carefully arranged in opposite direction that
mourners would enter and leave the hall in different ways so different groups of
mourners would not meet each other.
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Transition Courtyard
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3. Visual Concern Eﬁ *EEEL
Planting & Architecture P/ g 5¥

The podium deck garden, characterized by four lily ponds, together with various planting
areas and the naturally vegetated slopes help to blend the buildings into the surrounding
nature. Also, continuous planters along building edges are provided to soften the
rectilinear building form and minimize the visual impact of the building mass.
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Besides green roofs, vertical greenings are widely used to strategically integrate with
the building form to give new life to the fair-faced concrete and create a peaceful
atmosphere.
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In terms of planting colour palette, while evergreen trees like pine species are selected
to enhance the overall greening environment, shrubs with different foliage colours and
flowering aquatic plants are adopted to enrich the scenery of the garden.
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