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Westland’s Rhododendron
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Champion’s Rhododendron

Hong Kong Azalea

Native Rhododendrons in Hong Kong
Common name: Azaleas or Rhododendrons
Scientific name: Rhododendron species

Distribution: Apart from Hong Kong, these species
could also be found at Guangdong and

South China.
Viewing in HK: Ma On Shan, Lantau Island
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Rhododendrons bloom glamorously in Spring.
Rhododendrons are widely planted in urban parks

and landscaped areas for amenity purpose. Native
rhododendrons can also be found growing appealingly
in the countryside of Hong Kong. Hong Kong Azalea,
South China Rhododendron, Champion’s Rhododendron,
Westland’s Rhododendron , Mrs Farrer’'s Rhododendron
and Red Azalea are native to Hong Kong. The first

four species are described as ‘Vulnerable’ or ‘Least
Concern’ in China, and all Rhododendron species

are also protected under Forestry Regulations

(Cap. 96 sub. leg. of Laws of Hong Kong). Furthermore,
their locality at Ma On Shan has been listed as a

Site of Special Scientific Interest. Although native
rhododendrons bloom less vigorously than their
cultivated relatives, they have unique characteristics

to catch your eyes. For example, the white elegant
flowers of Hong Kong Azalea and the blossom clusters
of South China Rhododendron make them outstanding
in the countryside. $&



