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Blossoms of

Prunus campanulata
adds liveliness to
early spring
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4§ The Prunus performs well i <
-8 upper mid-level locations

Photos from AFCD (left) and Professor C.Y. Jim (right)

Prunus campanulata, bell-flower cherry, Taiwan

Cherry, is a small deciduous tree that has light pink
to rosy pink bell-shaped flowers that blossom in early
spring (February to March). It is widely planted as an
ornamental tree because of its notably spectacular
floral displays. It is native to southern China (Zhejiang,
Fujian, Taiwan, Guangdong and Guangxi), and is also
found in southern Japan and Vietnam. In Hong Kong
the species tends to prosper on mountain habitats

at several hundred metres above sea level. They
perform better in terms of growth rate, flowering time
after planting, and quantity of blooms at sites of
higher elevation, with lower temperature year round.
The charming blossoms of Prunus campanulata in
Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden every spring attract
many plant and photography lovers.

Three years ago, Professor C.Y. Jim of the University

of Hong Kong planted some Prunus campanulata in

the campus. According to Professor Jim, the prunus
performed well in the genial garden environment in the
upper mid-levels location with relatively cooler summer,
more chilly winter and better air quality. The blossoms
were very attractive. Planting this species with attractive
flowers in suitable locations bring more colour and
diversity to the plant palette in Hong Kong. $¢





