TnERIE8]IZEE

1 & Aquilaria sinensis (Lour.) Sprengle X &
FER - AR BE—EAZENEFTUM
[ZRE]  REREMEE BEZEKN BF
BREREBHER  IERERMNANESNE
FEMNE - EEX > ARE—EREZEHNRE
HER L - TRBENAREZ @ ©HRIETEK
ERRMER > AMATREZS - MR AR
A o

TREREMRE RN SHEEERBERE ? R
BEMBEEREN (- NEO=FURI2EBRE
HHINRE) REMEEER - BAPEED

R-FERASEBER OPH) RABE (KIf
WEH) SEAEBELNE  BFBRANIRE]
MEZRIZREHEN - 25 YHKEEH
ENREERALE - ERELIRNENER — IRP
iR~ FEANER (XNEE]) — #ERED
RPE (XBEYER - BISENRDE) - BA
MIAREEAEEE (S HNEBF)  BEEE
EMNMEN S 1R IREE - EEREMAM -
It AHEEEREERNEORBER (EE]
BIEWED] BR[EE| ERAREESMN
=1

BRITESINE  BHEATEEEE  HSRE
HEERBAEEHS0E (W30RE 8RS
BERIE) " 1+2F (11662 - 1684) » &
B NENELALZARANSTE -

BRBBEREEELREERERR - A
BEBNRBERKLTBEELARER  BtLR
BEEMA/R BRI E R OHE o

FHREESHEMER
ABSENEL - BEERA
FEEFEO]-

Despite various explanations
for the origin of the name of
Hong Kong, it is widely believed
that Hong Kong derives its
name from “Fragrant Harbour”
or “Incense Harbour”.

HREREZHSHNERNTERER
BREINTCHNTFENA - MeBHLBEME
BRES ANER T NEB S EEYHER
BZMAET  METBRZEBELISE
586F ({REVECENEMWERDI) BEF o
FERER M ERERE - RN ERES -
AFTZENSMH > TANBEERIRIBR
YR |- Bt - EBBREEIIARTBER=-R
BHREEW ] TURE - 3%

FrEME A BRESIEM Al photos provided by AFCD

Aquilaria sinensis and Origin of
the Name of Hong Kong

Aquilaria sinensis (Lour.) Sprengle, with

a common name “incense tree”, is an evergreen
tree species native to South China. Its trunk is
smooth and light grey, leaves are oval-shaped
with fine vines, and flowers are small and
yellowish green. In summer, plenty of
oval-shaped green fruits can be seen hanging
on it. It is a useful plant as the resin naturally
formed or extracted from wood can be used
for making incense and Chinese medicine, its
wood for joss sticks, and its bark for paper.

What is the relationship between this handsome
tree and the name of the place we are living in?
According to “Hong Kong and Its External
Communication before 1842, a book written by
Professor Lo Hsiang-lin, and other reference
materials, incense tree was planted in large
numbers in Tung Koon
(Dongguan) District and the
New Territories of Hong Kong,
particularly at Lik Yuen
(Shatin) and Sha Lo Wan (the
west of Lantau Island) during
the Ming (1368 — 1644 A.D.)
and till early Qing Dynasty.
Annual trade volume in the
region amounted tens of
thousands tael of silver. Local
place nowadays still retains related name, such
as Heung Fan Liu (literally means Incense Sticks
Workshop) in Tai Wai, Shatin. The products of
incense tree, pieces of incense each shaped
like an amber, were transported through land
routes from the production areas to Tsim Sha
Tau (now Tsim Sha Tsui) and then by sampan to
Shek Pai Wan (now Aberdeen), where incense
products were finally exported to destinations

in the Mainland China including Guangzhou,
Suzhou, Zhejiang, Southeast Asia and places

as far as Arabia. Shek Pai Wan, the harbour
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lllegal exploitation of the
species has spread into
Hong Kong recently — and
so the situation of Aquilaria
sinensis in Hong Kong calls
for our attention.

exporting incense, was
therefore named “Fragrant Harbour”
(“Heung Harbour”), to the extent that the whole
island was later known as Hong Kong.

However, during the early Ching (Qing) Dynasty
(c. 1662 — 1684 A.D.), in order to counter the
coastal attacks by Ming relicts, all coastal
habitants were evacuated to inlands by 50 /i
(about 30km, which include the whole territory
of modern Hong Kong) for more than two
decades. Therefore, the planting industries

of incense tree were seriously affected.

Today, the harvesting of incense tree for
economic uses has disappeared in Hong Kong.
However, as the climate and soil conditions

in Hong Kong are suitable for the growth of
incense tree, it has become
a common tree species in
our countryside.

High demand in the trade of
the fragrant, resinous wood
(agarwood) of Aquilaria spps.
makes the harvest un-
sustainable. Therefore the
import and export of all
different species of Aquilaria
including the native Aquilaria
sinensis are regulated internationally under the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and
locally under the Protection of Endangered
Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance Cap.
586. The species is considered vulnerable in
mainland China due to over exploitation there
and, therefore has been listed as a Wild Plant
under State Protection (Category Il) in China
owing to the decline in its distribution. In

Hong Kong the species is common in lowland
forests and fung shui woodlands. $¢




