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£ : Viburnum odoratissimum
EE%:¢H@%»¢@#%&$E§%°
Flower : Scientific name : Viburnum odoratissimum

Origin : Southern China, Indochina
and eastern India.
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Photos from AFCD

You may have come across a shrub or small tree bearing clusters of small, red and fleshy
drupes in the summer. Under the sun, the glittering red fruits are as attractive as red coral
and hence it is named “Coral Tree” in Chinese. The Sweet Viburnum is a plain tree when

it is not blooming or fruiting. Its major identification features include its brownish-grey tree
bark, dark-green shiny leaves in opposite leaf arrangement, and a small bunch of fine
yellow hairs at the junctions of midvein and lateral veins at the underside of the leaf. Sweet
Viburnum is native to Hong Kong, adaptive to different environment, and plays an important
role in the ecosystem as it provides fruit and nectar for birds and insects. It has become
one of the most commonly planted tree species in country park afforestation programme in
recent years. $¢



