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“Right Plant, Right Place, People-Centred”

To strengthen the health of Hong Kong's
urban forest, which is vital to enhancing the
city’s sustainability and liveability, the
Government adopts the “Right Plant, Right
Place, People-Centred” principle in selection
of suitable plant species. This uplifts the
quality of our living environment, alleviates
rising district temperatures, and provides
habitats for the wildlife.
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Planting in suitableilocations and
consider whether:
e surrounding activities:and spaces are

suitable forsustainable and healthy
plant growth

the plants are compatible with:traffic
design requirements (e.g. not
obstructing the views of drivers)
access and facilities for plant
maintenance are available
high-quality soil with sufficient volume
is.provided

UA& X People-Centred

ETMRMEE:
HERARTENRRRER
REBIEMENEILTE
EEERNREREEXL
EERHAERENER

Addressing the needs of the public by:
providing a-pleasant and comfortable
leisure environment
providing functional green elements
respecting community culture

and history
creating places with local distinctiveness
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Choosing appropriate species which are:

of aesthetic value and able to create
visual highlights

suitable fora.planting site because of
their characteristics and adaptability
conducive to improving the ecosystems,
soil condition.and urban biodiversity
adaptable to extreme weather
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WHY WE PLANT
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Beautification
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Plants with aesthetic value can enrich

sensory experience, serving aesthetic and
recreational purposes and enhancing the visual
appeal of the city.
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A more pleasant city
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There are many ways in which trees and plants can
increase our comfort level. For instance, trees
provide shade, while skyrise greenery helps to lower
the temperatures of buildings and improve urban
microclimates. As design elements, plants can
enhance privacy and safety.
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Visual screening
and pollution filter

BHYTRERITREY  HERE  BE
TABARERER XEZREE -
Plants can block undesirable elements to

improve views. They also improve air quality
by filtering pollutants from vehicles.
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Reduction of
soil erosion

EYHNER MR U EXREE LN
&g ; MAEY KRS0 Bh b [E 23T b TH #
L RMEmDKERE -

Plants play an important role in reducing soil
erosion as their leaves and branches lower the
impact of heavy rain on soil and their roots
stabilise the surface soil.
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Enhance biodiversity
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Native plants in general have a higher ecological

value and can enhance biodiversity by increasing
food sources for local wildlife.
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Create spaces with
local character
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Planting in congruent with their surrounding
environment to complement the character of a
district, including preserving existing trees,
particularly rare tree species and trees with cultural
significance, whenever possible in development
projects, to retain the local character and foster
social cohesion and sense of belonging.
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Rain garden
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Rair.1 gardens are shallow depres:%ion ﬁ%’%ffg’fﬁarden
designed to collect and temporarily
store rainwater in the landscape ground.
They are an element of blue-green
infrastructure for combating climate
change.
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Rainwater
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Gravel
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Rain gardens can be connected to drainage networks
to drain excessive rainwater.

Soil and sand mixtures in planters absorb rainwater

and help to regulate its flow, thereby reducing the chance
of road flooding and relieving the pressure on the
drainage system.
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WHAT TO PLANT
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In landscape design, the “Right Plant, Right Place,
People-Centred” principle is realised through
selecting plants based on their type, appearance
and other characteristics to suit the site
conditions and design objective.
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Deciduous plants
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Deciduous plants lose their leaves
during part of the year by abscission
during dry and cold seasons. The leaves
of some deciduous plants change
colours before abscission, usually from
green to red or yellow, as an indicator of
seasonal change.
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Bamboos

Trees
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Trees are woody plants. In general, a tree has a single erect
trunk which begins to branch out at some distance above the
ground with clear distinction between the trunk and crown.

Bamboos are classified under the grass family. Culms are
woody, and internode are usually hollow and terete.
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Climbers
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Shrubs are woody plants, but are usually smaller,

short-stemmed, forming a clump with many branches with
no distinct main trunk.
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Climbers attach themselves to other plants or objects
through different structures and grow in specific
directions, usually upward.
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Plants with conspicuous flowers
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Conspicuous flowers with bright colour and appealing form are
more attractive to pollinators like bees, butterflies and birds.

In landscape design, attractive flowering plants can enhance
the aesthetic value of an area, and bring out seasonal interests.
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Without woody stems, herbs support themselves with less
rigid herbaceous stems and usually do not grow very tall.
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Hong Kong enjoys abundant forest assets. Based on the
characteristics and uses of different locations, we select
suitable types of plants and species to form various
components of the urban forest assets.
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WHERE TO PLANT
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Country parks Slopes Parks/Open spaces Skyrise greenery Sitting-out areas Roadside Verge Greening Zones Waterfronts
HAKLRE RERBEAARSR MABEBARRE EESBEZINLH HBEEYRBNZ T BRIE EETE  ATREEKBIEBNMLS RITARMEE  RETE EEBERE -
EACEEENEYSEMS Blending with the BERKRELEMY Cooling of building surfaces Improving the urban environment and providing ~N MREREETS EEE = AR MR
Reducing soil erosion, preserving and natural surroundings Creating aesthetically and increasing urban leisure and activity spaces for the public Providing shade for pedestrians, Beautifying waterfront
improving the natural landscape, and pleasant recreational and greenery coverage improving urban microclimates and promenades and providing
enhancing ecological value and leisure public spaces enhancing the cityscape shades for activities

biodiversity, etc.
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KEY FACTORS IN CHOOSING THE RIGHT PLANT
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Under structures
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Natural environment
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Waterfronts
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Ultimate tree size

s FHEEHZMREMALR -
Allow adequate space for
future growth.
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Provide continuous planting
strip with open soil for plant
growth as far as practicable.

Keep sufficient space clear
of vegetation and avoid
excessive soil/mulch filled
around the base of trees.

\/—
\

=~
/J/‘

wEm=ER

Above ground
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Underground pipe
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Below ground
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Underground spaces and utilities Soil trench
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Pay attention to the position BRER - In situation where paving is required for taking

Provide sufficient
underground space and
suitable soil for root growth.

pedestrian loadings, soil trenches can be considered
for providing more growing space for roots, and
preventing soil from being treaded on and compressed.

of underground utilities to
avoid hindering growth of
tree roots.
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2. Native plants are plants that are naturally

® occurring and dispersed by means such as
wind, water and wildlife at a certain place.
Native plants help to promote biodiversity by
providing local wildlife with food and habitats.

APPLICATION
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RARBRERR
Enhance the environment
aesthetically

REFEZEEZFHREN
Y URAREER -
Improve aesthetic appeal

_ through planting more plants
A NE with seasonal interest.

Chai Wan Park

RUGFENFIIZER
Provide comfortable
outdoor spaces
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Reduce soil erosion
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Reduce soil erosion and
enhance the ecological and
landscape values of slopes.
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Kowloon East
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Enrich biodiversity

Create comfortable outdoor ; Z b NEEFEY
spaces by offering shade and BESELE BAEMEEEYES -
sensory impact through plants. Kwun Tong Promenade Diversification of landscape
and vegetation is beneficial to = S
the increase of wildlife. s
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Sha Tin
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Landscape buffer : ) 6
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Create a sense of place

EEERALEERBREYL
MiFe -
Respect local history and
i ) > characteristics in landscape
o St R it and planting design.

Yau Ma Tei

Screen unsightly views.
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Lantau Island
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www.greening.gov.hk
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