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Urban forests contribute to the city’'s
liveability and offer a range of environmental,
ecological, social and economic benefits by such
ways as improving air quality, moderating
temperatures, providing pleasant views and
promoting biodiversity. There are increasing
evidences of the positive impact of trees and
greenery on our physical and mental wellbeing.

Nonetheless, trees, like people, undergo the
natural cycle of growth, aging, becoming weak
and death. The interplay between the physical
conditions of trees and external environmental
factors brought about by urban development
also affects tree health and stability. Therefore,
proper life cycle management and appropriate
tree maintenance are essential elements

to maintaining the health and sustainability of
urban forests.
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Allow sufficient growing space

both above and below ground for
newly planted trees.
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Give due consideration to
whether a tree’s surrounding
activities and areas are suitable
for its sustainable and healthy
growth.

Select suitable plant
species and adopt quality
landscape design and
planting practices.
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Fertilisation Weeding
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For trees to grow well, they should be well taken
care of, such as through irrigation, fertilisation,
staking, weeding, pest control and formative

pruning, to promote a balanced and healthy tree
form and reduce tree risks.

RABERANTEETEHEE
BMANER (BAEEFM)
RUSAEEED| -

To facilitate regular tree care by
practitioners, the “Handbook on
Tree Management” provides
various tree management
guidelines.
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Tree Care Practices
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Engagement of Suitable Personnel
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Engage registered tree management personnel

to conduct tree inspection, risk assessment and
implement appropriate risk mitigation measures.
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Tree Risk Assessment
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Regular inspection by suitable
personnel is required to identify
potential tree risks, if any. If the trees
are situated in areas with high
pedestrian and traffic flow,
appropriate risk mitigation measures
should be put in place in order to
minimise the risk of tree collapse.
Please refer to the Tree Risk
Assessment and Management o

Arrangement website for details. - o ol ;
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The above and background photos
are the use of resistograph and
sonic tomograph respectively
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Tree Risk Assessment and
Management Arrangement




RLEESHBENRERE
ArtEEERAEKEFERR
YHBEFRBELRE -

Soil quality is affected by time and
environmental changes and should
be reviewed at timely intervals after
planting. Soil amendments should be
made when necessary.
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Guidelines on

Soil Improvement
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The “Guidelines on Soil
Improvement” provides a proper soil
improvement strategy. Apart from
elaborating the properties of quality
soil, the guidelines introduce
common soil management problems
and improvement methods on
current planting sites, so as to
promote the healthy growth of
existing trees.
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“Guidelines on Soil Improvement”
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To deal with the large trees growing
in confined spaces, we study their
suitability and sustainability, develop
a scoring system suitable for the local
context to identify trees that pose no
immediate but potential risk in the
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The widening of roads sometimes
confined growing spaces of trees,
and the construction of new
buildings altered the microclimate.
Urban development changed the
habitat of some street trees planted
in the past. Whether they are still
suitable for growing at the same
locations in the long term should
therefore be reconsidered.
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Some pioneer species
planted in the past

(e.g. Acacia confusa) are
reaching their senescent
stage, posing increasing
threat to public safety.

What is Pioneer Tree
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Pioneer trees can rapidly establish vegetation cover,

reduce soil erosion, stabilise slope and prevent
landslide.

Common pioneer tree species include Acacia
confusa, Lophostemon confertus and Pinus elliottii.
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Tree management departments have been
launching enhancement measures in a
timely manner, replacing the senescent
pioneer species with suitable native
species. This not only protects public
safety but also enhances biodiversity.
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Viburnum Ixora
odoratissimum chinensis

mE BRIRE
Liquidambar Sterculia
formosana lanceolata
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To conserve precious tree resources, the
Government maintains the “Register of Old
and Valuable Trees” which records trees on
government land of large size, precious or
rare species, outstanding form, and cultural,
historical or memorable significance with
enhanced protection measures.
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Old and Valuable Trees and
Tree Register
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After proper treatment, the trees can be recycled or
upcycled, and turned into processed wood logs,
mulch for horticultural use, compost, biochar

feedstock and substrate for mushroom cultivation,
etc. giving the trees a second life.
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Upon removal of senescent trees or trees with health A
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to designated recycling facilities, such as the Y ¢ PARK. Recycling vs Upcycling
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Recycling refers to the conversion of waste into usable item,

whereas upcycling transforms waste from its current state into
something new with value added.

FERERERAFNARKSEHBEAARBENER
The above and background photos are products made
from upcycled Acacia confusa




A il &

Stonewall Trees
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Let’s Care for Trees Together
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e Stonewall trees, growing on stonewalls built in the early
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days, are the unique landscape assets of Hong Kong. s BILINRARE B RRE - BE
e Multi-disciplinary expertise is needed to care for AR FHETRBE[MEHA -

these trees and pursue their long-term health and
proper structure.

Tree labels with QR codes have been
installed on around 200,000 street trees
to provide basic information including
species, traits and anecdotes.

The initiative helps deepen ;
= ; understanding of trees and raise =l
(RBREEELl) ARBREER public awareness of tree care, THRRBEAER
“Stonewall Tree Stonewall Tree Maintenance while facilitating reporting of Tree Labels with
Management Guidelines” and Management problematic trees by the public. QR Codes

e



www.greening.gov.hk
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Development Bureau
The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
of the People’s Republic of China

B BEREAEEE

Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section
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