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> EEEAERZNBEBRAEE  AEE Hong Kong is a densely-populated international
= N metropolis with natural environment in close
AERRIHBARS - REBEITE - proximity, where we can always find a variety of
LAREERISXZENBEY - flora and fauna in urban area. Forest assets are
U b MASESHTHEEARDS » ©8 vital component to a city. They include both
r a n o natural greenery in urban and rural areas, as well

EA R EMBIE B A R as the network formed by different landscaped
HAESELMARNEBRAE 223 areas planted with trees and vegetation, forming

FO re St A B - the backbone of an urban forest.
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e *_B;Q\Ealgﬁment of urban forestry'plays a key role in making

he 1ore liveable. Different aspects of urban forestry
can bring tremendous benefits to social health
iving environment.
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Hong Kong's
Urban Forestry
Strategies
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The urban forest not only provides shade

and visually pleasing landscapes for city
dwellers, it also helps to moderate temperature
and improve air and water quality. Planting of
suitable species is also beneficial in enhancing
the environment to enrich urban biodiversity.

The urban forest creates pleasing outdoor
spaces that encourages people to exercise and
relax, thus indirectly promotes a healthier
lifestyle. Moreover, outdoor spaces help to
connect a community by establishing networks

and strengthening cohesion.

To promote urban forestry, we have formulated
strategies to uplift the quality of our city’s
greened environment, enhance our cityscape
and integrate blue-green infrastructure
considerations, to strengthen Hong Kong's
resilience against climate change for becoming

a more liveable and sustainable city.
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To promote quality greening, the Government
sets out basic planting requirements and
mandates all new works projects to reserve
area for planting, and earmarks plant
maintenance resources to ensure vegetation
sustainability. We also issue guidelines on
species selection, proper planting practices,
and plant maintenance practices; and
encourage the selection of suitable and
diversified species to enhance the quality of
planting works and achieve a sustainable
urban forest.

Over the past 10 years, we planted about

72 million number of plants, including

6.3 million number of trees in government
development projects. The increase of
appropriate planting opportunities will
continuously enhance our cityscape and the
resilience of our urban forest in responding
environmental changes.
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Blue-green resources are crucial elements
in a city’s sustainable development. Through
comprehensive planning and enhancement
of green assets (e.g. vegetation and leisure
spaces) and blue assets (e.g. water bodies
and river channels), these resources can be
designed with the natural ecosystem to form
infrastructure network, to promote biodiversity
and to prepare for climate change.

Trees and plants can also intercept
rainwater and reduce surface runoff, thereby
minimising soil erosion and the burden on
the drainage system, bolstering the city's
overall resilience.
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The Government implemented a series of
measures to conserve our precious natural
landscape and vegetation resources. For
example, tree preservation guidelines and
requirements have been laid down for both
private developments and public works
projects; while the establishment of the
‘Register of Old and Valuable Trees’ records
trees of large size, precious or rare species,
outstanding form, and cultural, historical or
memorable significance with enhanced
protection measures.
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Trees, like other living organisms, have a
natural cycle. They grow, age, become weak
and die. The health and stability of trees are
affected by many internal physiological and
external environmental factors. As different
factors interact with each other, the outcome
is highly unpredictable. Notwithstanding this,
proper tree care is an effective means to
minimise tree failure risks and is conducive
to safeguarding public safety.

Phased replacement of trees with potential
risks to ensure public safety is another
life-cycle management initiative. After tree
removal, suitable native or naturalised plant
species would be replanted at original location
as far as possible, to enhance urban ecology
and improve biodiversity, and to create a safe,
pleasing and sustainable vegetative
environment.
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In 2020, the Government established the
Urban Forestry Support Fund with a view to
encouraging youngsters to join the
arboriculture and horticulture industry,
uplifting the professional standards of
industry practitioners and strengthening
public awareness on proper tree care.

Under the Fund, the Study Sponsorship
Scheme encourages eligible students and
practitioners to undertake arboriculture, tree
management and tree work programmes.
Meanwhile, the Trainee Programme enables
arboriculture and tree management graduates
to receive on-the-job training to acquire working
experience, paving the way for qualified
arborists and tree climbers in the future.

We also organise the International Urban
Forestry Conference regularly, which aims to
foster international exchange on the topics of
urban forestry for future development.
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Public participation is indispensable to the
promotion of greening and tree preservation.
We can establish and maintain our pleasant
green community when the public loves our
green environment and trees.

In view of this, we organise a variety of
community involvement and public education
activities, such as roving exhibitions and
school talks, as well as seminars and
workshops targeting industry practitioners,
private property owners and property
management personnel, to encourage the
public to proactively take part in greening
and tree preservation activities while
enhancing their tree management
knowledge.
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Y/ Greening, Landscape and

Tree Management Section
Development Bureau
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