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9 Tree care before wet season

lﬂﬁ,?\ it A=A R.eVi$it impressive moments Spring has returned and brought a lively beginning. The cover

P EETERR 10-12 # Snapshots of events stories of this issue unveil two new blue-green attractions — a
wetland habitat and a riverside promenade, capturing the vitality
of spring. The thriving urban forests rely on effective tree life
cycle management and proper tree care. Let’s find out more on

the topics.

Spring is a good time to appreciate the charming scenes of

- flower blossom and revisit the attractive moments of the Hong

Kong Flower Show 2025, as well as other recent events.
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Biue and green spaces in rural areas become more precious
under the urbanisation process. The Long Valley Nature Park
(LVNP), located between the Sheung Yue River and the Shek
Sheung River, is a rare natural treasure in the city. The park
covers an area of approximately 37 hectares and is mainly
divided into three management zones, namely the Visitor Zone,
Agriculture Zone and Biodiversity Zone. It is a new park that
combines wetland conservation, farming operations and nature
education. The park not only provides people with a space to
get closer to nature, but also a large area of freshwater wetland
with high ecological value. It provides habitats for numerous
wild animals and plants, and is becoming an important base for
ecological conservation.

With joint efforts of the project team of the Civil Engineering
and Development Department and ecological experts from the
conservation groups, the park construction project started at

the end of 2019, and opened to the public in November 2024.
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Before the 1970s, Long Valley was one of ¥
the important agricultural areas in Hong
Kong, mainly with rice cultivation. There

were also many fish

ponds with red worms and water worms in |
areas near the Ho Sheung Heung. With
transformation
1970s, rice cultivation had gradually |
in Hong Kong, and rice |
Long Valley had
transformed

economic

declined
cultivation in
gradually been
vegetable cultivation.
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Covering an area of about 5 hectares, the area

has a birding

boardwalks, a wetland square and the Long
Valley Plaza for various activities.

L B3 TATRIEERBREBARER

. Credit: Civil Engineering and Development Department (photos and contents)
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The park organises various ecological education activities, such
as bird watching guided tours, wetland workshops and
seminars, attracting many citizens and students to participate.
These activities not only increase public awareness of
ecological conservation, but also make more people
understand the importance of wetland ecosystems.
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The Biodiversity Zone covers an area of about 21
hectares, making it the largest area in the park. It has
different wetland habitats including wet fields, water
worms fields, shallow pools and swamps for birds and
other wild animals to inhabit.
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Before the development of the LVNP, some of the former fish 51
ponds and farmland had been abandoned, and some were |
planted with crops that were not compatible with the wetland |
habitats, such as bananas, resulting in a decline in the quality ll
of the wetland habitat. Since most of the land in Long Valley |
was privately owned, the consent of the land owners were

required before carrying out conservation work. Therefore,

the government took advantage of the opportunity of 1

developing the Kwu Tung North and Fanling North new
development areas by resuming some private land in Long

Valley and enhancing the ecological value of this important
freshwater wetland through land restoration. The area of
wetlands had increased by nearly 8 hectares after the
restoration.

B TARTRIBRZERMBARER

Credit: Civil Engineering and Development Department (photos and contents)
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The wetlands provide an important habitat
for migratory birds. Every winter, thousands
of migratory birds fly here from the north,
including black-faced spoonbills, egrets,
herons and other rare birds. It is also an
important supply station for other birds
during their migration.

= )

Agriculture Zone

The establishment of the LVNP is an
important milestone in ecological
conservation in Hong Kong. This wetland is
not only a paradise for wildlife, but also a
bridge connecting citizens with nature. This
oasis in the city reminds us that while
pursuing economic development, we must
also cherish and protect the natural
environment on which we depend. We hope
that more similar ecological protection
projects will be implemented in the future
so that our next generation can enjoy our
green assets.
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It covers an area of about 11 hectares.
Under the management of the
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
Department, the farmland is leased to
farmers who originally farmed in Long
Valley for eco-friendly farming to
maintain the biodiversity of Long Valley.

w0t 2 B B E YR o

There is a bird island in the center of the
shallow pool to provide shelter for birds to
nest and avoid being disturbed by terrestrial
animals.
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In order to tackle the risk of flooding and facilitate irrigation
for farmers, a 1.9-km long irrigation waterway was installed in
the park. The waterway was built with gabions integrating with
the surrounding natural environment.
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Before revitalisation (early 2020)
Condition of the old nullah
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Smart Water Gate
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Along with urban renewal under the ‘Energising Kowloon East’
initiative, the Drainage Services Department (DSD) transformed
the over 50-year old King Yip Street Nullah into ‘Tsui Ping River’,
and opened the Tsui Ping Riverside Promenade to the public in
December 2024. This 1-km river revitalisation project
implemented the ‘Rivers in the City’ concept, which enhanced not
only the flood protection capacity of the river, but also reinforced
the coexistence between city dwellers and nature through
improvement  of  connectivity with the  surrounding
neighbourhoods, ecology, as well as engagement with the
community.

The project team of DSD not only was responsible for the design
and implementation of the development, but also manages the
daily operation of the Tsui Ping Riverside Promenade.

B Connectivity h

5% RBSRMBARER
Credit: Drainage Services Department
(photos and contents)
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There are 6 cross river walkways, a floating pontoon and 6 viewing decks to
enhance connectivity for the nearby residential and business areas.

- RB1FRARELE  BLUUEFRITANLSITZER °
Cantilevered walkways were constructed to expand the pedestrian walking space.

— FERUNRZRIPRNERS » SARREMHOKONLSITERRIHAFLLERE o
The floating pontoon serves as an observation deck located at the centre of the
Tsui Ping River, offering riverine travelling experience and riverside open space to

the public. )
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BEHK

BERIHBEEBSANBEFERE > 952 L ENBHEERMEER «  The Tsui Ping Riverside Promenade were divided into 4 distinctive themed zones, namely the Flood Prevention Zone and
PBENAEEFELE T HENEEEERE - JE2—BFeePiig Tree Corridor Zone at the upper stream, Riverine Living Zone at the middle stream and Connection to Promenades Zone at
TEESEEMENETEERIEER NTREEBAZEIRIZR] » 82 the lower stream respectively. Being a green spine, the river connects the residential and industrial cum commercial areas
FBEEELgs  RRAEE  BEBABR RRHEB/ENE - 2REEE  on both sides, and also links multiple recreational areas in the vicinity, including the Kwun Tong Recreation Ground, Tsui Ping
REEBERE River Garden, Laguna Park, Cha Kwo Ling Promenade, Tsui Ping Sea Side and Kwun Tong Promenade.

@)
3
M
Z
)
>
D)
2
)
>
o)
§e
—
®
-
o)
*
S
c
4
Q
Q
®
o)
S
=
=h
Q
n
=
c
)
—
c
S
o®

35 A R& Urban Ecology

sig S T . EONELERERHAENYH
Bird Perch Pole . — % Floating Island B EREE  ZBTIKEREY
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Eco-friendly designs including
tidal pools, bird perch poles,
eco-wall, floating islands and
aquatic plants are in place to
improve habitats for birds and

~‘Engineered V\éét_aﬁd"’_ § PRGOS
« ATBHEI{ERINAE » BIRiAIRER

fishes. e S EHh T KA B o
- ESRARELNIKEE  RUMRATHENEHE - tEKE ° THXRHRSOSRMRNMBEBIEE Engineered wetland acts as an
RILIEE o TR BRIV (R T MAEMBEE AR BEPRURE - ANEER © outdoor  classroom  showcasing
The nullah bed, originally lined with flat concrete, has been 50 mature Chinese Banyan Trees bioswales and aquatic plants.
replaced by natural granite cobble walls and a naturalised riverbed. (Ficus microcarpa) were conserved -
The enhanced riverbank bed promotes the growth of near King Yip Street to form a green Choit Dianage Comioes Department
micro-organisms. corridor. (photos and contents)
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of the community.
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Workshops were organised during the

impaired and enhancing connectivity.
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Art and branding initiatives, through the creation of
‘Tsui Ping Birdie'—a mascot modelled after the Little
Egrets at Tsui Ping River—integrating this dynamic
waterbird imagery across the neighbourhood. The
treatment not only establishes the river's distinctive
identity, but also strengthens community’s sense of
belonging through localised design.

P BBIZEE Stakeholders Engagement
- FRBEERTNRSBERETARSENEH  BRAHKFBHESE « THE/NMINLE

Public consultation campaigns took place during the design and planning
stage to seek views from the public advisory bodies, task forces and members
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construction stage with
non-government organisations to understand people’s needs and the

community’s vision of a riverine neighbourhood, driving the project to be more A A TR BB Y T8 0 HE 1 ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ;— y DISEE
user-oriented by providing more seatings, shades, devices for the visually HIEMB R ZLEEYE o ST RBEADR
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Trees, like people, undergo the natural cycle of growth, aging, becoming weak and death.
The interplay between the physical conditions of trees and external environmental factors
brought about by urban development also affects tree health and stability. Therefore, proper
life cycle management is essential to maintaining sustainability of urban forests.
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Some pioneer species planted in the past
(e.g. Acacia confusa) are reaching their
senescent stage with declining health
and structure, posing increasing threat to
public safety.
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Tree management departments have o I e
iInghing enhancement measures
m‘%y manner by replacing the
nt pioneer species with suitable
jecies. This not only protects
but also enhance
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Acacna slope after replacement

183 RESRUBRRER
Credit: Drainage Services Department
(photos and contents)

by native species
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What is Pioneer Tree?
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Pycnonotus jocosus on the branch of
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Bee on' Polyspora axillarig
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Bee on Rhaphiolepis indica

Upon removal of senescent trees or
trees with health or structural
problems, these removed woods, after
proper treatment, can be recycled or
upcycled, and turned into processed
wood logs, mulching for horticultural
use, compost, biochar feedstocks and
substrates for mushroom cultivation,
giving the trees a second life.

83 TATRIBRERERMER
Credit: Civil Engineering and Development
Department (photo)

A Profile of Acacia confusa

Lifespan: around 50-60 years

Pros: Hardy Plant, fast growing, can establish rapidly on
thin and poor soil, perform slope reinforcement and
prevention of soil erosion

Cons: Hindering the growth and natural propagation of
other native species, ecologically = monotonous,
unattractive to birds and insects and suppressing the
growth of other species around, short lifespan,
structurally leaning in nature
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Credit: Architectural Services
Department (photos)
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Tree Care before Wet Season
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FAEBKREESER Private Property Tree Maintenance Information

(BAREEFM)

‘Handbook on Tree Management’

IADEBAREREES R
Steps in Tree Management in
Private Properties

IANDEBAREEEE
Tree Management in
Private Property Animation

$ZILBIEE Click here

[EMEpIERES] HE
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Talk on ‘Tree Care Before the Wet Season’

The Development Bureau organises talks
on tree care before wet season to public
every year. Please view the talk online.

The health and structural condition of trees will change over time. If a tree is not properly maintained, its growth conditions will gradually
deteriorate. Trees that are in poor health or structurally unstable are particularly vulnerable to damage during typhoons or storms, increasing
the risk of collapse. Property owners or landowners must take appropriate risk mitigation measures for trees on a regular basis (especially
before the rainy season) to minimise risk of tree collapse to ensure public safety and minimise damage to property.

\

$RERIBBIK Reporting Problematic Trees

W0 INBENFERRAVEIAR - FFRIEE 999 KB o
For trees with imminent danger, please call ‘999’
for help.
WERS BT EaIRERERIA » 55EMA:
To report problematic trees in government land:
- FREMAER Tell me @1823]

Submit via 1823 Mobile App ‘Tell me@1823’

- 1823 LK

Complete 1823 Webform
- & 1823]

Call ‘11823’

R UILBIEE Click here

EERB/BPMN (HATEFM) REVERE - THESAREDEER
NB)ERAMEREER > BERLUTHAEEREAREELSRE

- REVXEENHANFAEEEELERIEAK ;

- BFEAESENRRIOSNERHEANSEITEHARRARTGE : &

- BESEBNEERFIANEEITEREAE RN AREEZTLF -

Development Bureau’s ‘Handbook on Tree Management’ reminds

property owners, landowners and their property management

companies to take the following tree care and risk management steps

before the onset of the rainy season:

- Verify the extent of your property and identify all trees under your
purview;

- Engage qualified and experienced professional consultant(s) in
arboriculture to undertake tree risk assessment(s); and

- Engage qualified contractor(s) with good track records to undertake
corresponding mitigation measures and tree care work.

BRE Rt - BIRREAEER
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https://www.greening.gov.hk/tc/tree-care/information-about-tree-maintenance-for-private-pro/handbook-on-tree-management/index.html
https://www.greening.gov.hk/filemanager/greening/common/pdf/tree_care/tree_management_practice_note_no2.pdf
https://www.greening.gov.hk/tc/tree-care/information-about-tree-maintenance-for-private-pro/index.html
https://www.greening.gov.hk/tc/community-outreach/public-seminars-talks-and-workshops/tree-care-before-wet-season/index.html
https://www.1823.gov.hk/tc/form/complain?sid=9ff5520e206ff6900eadcf3b3796ffda
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The Hong Kong Flower Show 2025 was held from 14 to 23 March at the Hong Kong Victoria
Park, with the theme ‘Ablaze with Glory’ featuring ‘Cosmos’ as the theme flower.

The Development Bureau participated in the exhibit themed ‘Impressions - Urban Forestry’.
Drawing inspiration from the styles and popular themes of Impressionism, the exhibit
showcased how urban forestry contributes to creating a sustainable and livable environment.
Visitors could enjoy the exhibit by taking photos at different photo spots, including the dock,
‘Cosmos’ flowerbeds at meadow fields, and a French-style street corner inspired by Monet’s
garden, highlighting urban forestry with floral arrangement. The exhibit also featured artwork
workshops and interactive games to encourage the public to explore the beauty of greening.

Sjuswow aAlssaldwl 1ISINTY
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Cha Kwo Ling Promenade

iR S/ \iK1T 2024-25
See GREEN. Go GREEN Little Trip 2024-25
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(LEES » BRI L ESR (BEES - B
I | QOEISIRET o

8 BhE/)\il-F
Self-Guided Tour Leaflet
REEBENE i EAUNES|

Jordan Valley Park

#R12IE8 Click here

The ‘See GREEN. Go GREEN Little Trip 2024-25’
organised by the Greening, Landscape and Tree
Management Section of the Development Bureau
was successfully held from end 2024 to early 2025.
Over 500 participants joined the guided tours
implemented by ‘Kai Fong Tour’ and visited the Cha
Kwo Ling Promenade and Jordan Valley Park.

Representatives from the Drainage Services
Department, Leisure and Cultural Services
Department, and Environmental Protection
Department also shared their professional
knowledge with the public, introducing the
concepts of ‘single site, multiple use’ and roof
greening, as well as their efforts in land restoration
and the principle of ‘right plant, right place’ in the
landscape design.
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Camellia species

Camellia Fragrant Con
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During winter, the garden comes
alive with the colourful and fragrant
Camellia Fragrant Concubine and
other Camellia species. These
beautiful flowers Create a
photogenic attraction while drawing
bees and butterflies for pollination.

A New | amellia Garden

BIRR

cubine

-t
RESUZERNY ZBNER » 2
PE+ABIEZ— » ZIEB/NERTEAR
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Camellias symbolise vitality, happiness,
and longevity. They are recognised as
one of China's top ten famous flowers.

Camellias are small trees or shrubs that
produce large, beautiful flowers in
winter. They are mainly distributed in
Asia, including various provinces of
China, Japan, and Korea, etc. Camellias
are used for tea production and
essential oils, and are now widely
cultivated as ornamental plants
worldwide. The flowers are mainly in red,
pink, or white in colour.
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The Development Bureau, together with other government departments and
local residents have jointly planted 75 Camellias in the Kai Tak Station Square to
encourage public participation in community greening and create a more livable

neighborhood environment.
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https://www.greening.gov.hk/filemanager/greening/en/content_132/Guided_Tours-CKL_Leaflet.pdf
https://www.greening.gov.hk/filemanager/greening/en/content_132/Guided_Tours-JVP_Leaflet.pdf
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2025 BENBFEEE
Education and Careers Expo 2025

2025&9@%&’%&%}5%1@%5&1}% 168 The Education and Careers Expo 2025 was held at the Hong Kong
FIOHETEEEESPET Convention and Exhibition Center from 16-19 January.

STEEERBR  BELBEASIERE This year, the Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section of the
SRREREE BN BTIHmMHESE Development Bureau has set up an exhibition booth, in which the Urban
EBEE  BTEEhEE - BEAETE - Forestry Support Fund, Study Sponsorship Scheme, Trainee Programme,
BASIEASSEMEE - WhMhEEEE Registration Scheme for Tree Management Personnel, Strategy of Urban
NEREREBEIEEMER o Forestry and the development of Landscape Architect Grade in the
Development Bureau were introduced.
EENHBERBEIRER - ORI
REEAZEZBARABAIZESDHORIE - [ The exhibition booth also featured virtual reality games, interactive photo

SN EREBEBELANRKBRASIRELR stations and tree inspection instruments. There were also experience
KERRIEREARRENE » EmERES sharing sessions conducted by arboriculture trainees. Speakers from
TREHHHEEN BEHEES| BB colleges and wuniversities also introduced relevant courses which
50008 HRZH# o facilitated the public to understand the latest educational information.

More than 5,000 people visited the booth.
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Tﬁ’i%é’? To Know More
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Study Sponsorship Trainee Programme Registration Scheme for .
Scheme Tree Management Personnel
e T e Career Sharing @ CUHK
fEAh SR L epirl  BEREASERERSF2S
@=iEt ! S Sl BShEEPNKE » Q2L ZBANRH A
BREAREENIIE - MRASENBEEE
&It BIE Click here #ZILEBIEE Click here ASIBAENBIESENEREE » EBEFEAALT

BEANBERREAR °

WHMBERRES BRI
Urban Forestry Career of Landscape

Support Fund Architect

The Greening, Landscape and Tree
Management Section of the
Development Bureau visited the Chinese
University of Hong Kong in February
this year, sharing with students our
work on urban forestry and tree
management. Careers such as
professional tree management
personnels and landscape architects
were also introduced, allowing young
talents to understand the career
prospects in the industry.

BEB R - BRMEAEER
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https://www.greening.gov.hk/ufsf/tc/study_sponsorship_scheme/objectives/index.html
https://www.cic.hk/chi/main/collaboration_schemes/ufsf-tp/
https://www.greening.gov.hk/rstmp/tc/types_of_registered_tree_management_personnel/index.html
https://www.greening.gov.hk/ufsf/tc/introduction/index.html
https://www.greening.gov.hk/filemanager/greening/common/qrcode/Landscape-Architect-Leaflet-TC.pdf
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