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9 Kai Tak Blooms:
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The gentle winter sun invites us to explore the city's green
oases. In this issue, we stroll through the Kai Tak Development
Area—from the nostalgic echoes of the old airport runway and
the serene ambience along the Kai Tak River, to the vibrant
energy of Kai Tak Sports Park and its surrounding unique green
spaces—where history and urban progress converge. We also
delve into how thematic and chromatic design are reshaping
footbridges and subways with local character, and explore ways
to nurture tree growth within the urban area, fostering harmony
between ecology and urban development.

Exciting events are in full swing — let us introduce the recently
aired documentary series “ % &) & #& ", the returning "See
GREEN, Go GREEN Little Trip" and "Education & Careers
Expo", as well as revisit the memorable moments of the awards
ceremony, "See GREEN Go GREEN - Travelogue Contest" !
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A Look at the New Green Spaces
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Shing Fung Road Park
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Kai Tak Development's green network connects diverse recreational
spaces — from the old Kai Tak Airport runway filled with collective
memories, the relaxing Kai Tak riverside, to the vibrant Kai Tak Sports
Park and other unique green attractions. It creates a sustainable
community that integrates cultural heritage, green landscapes,
waterfront leisure, and vibrant energy as one.
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Wings Through Time: The Glorious Chapter of Kai Tak in Aviation History of Hong Kong VZ4 |

BiENEERER—RERNBHHIS - FIRNSELERAKNENIEE o Kai Tak’s glorious journey—from a world-renowned urban airport to a vibrant community where history and modernity converge.
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Lung Tsun Stone Bridge was constructed along :
the Kai Tak coastline before Kai Tak reclamation. |
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The name "Kai Tak" originated from the private
real estate and reclamation project "Kai Tak
Bund," jointly developed by Ho Kai and Au Tak,
and has been in use ever since.

Following the completion of its first hangar and
control tower, Kai Tak Airport welcomed its first
commercial passenger flight, ushering in a new
era of public transport.

"Kai Tak Airport" was officially renamed as
"Hong Kong Kai Tak International Airport".
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It served as the main landing point for Chinese
Mainland officials and locals heading to the
Kowloon Walled City.
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|| After nearly three decades of planning and : 1| The archaeological surveys under the Kai Tak || '| KaiTak International Airport was closed and || 1| With the advancement of aviation, the "Runway :
: development, Kai Tak has transformed from a former : 1| Development Plan uncovered remnants of the |1 1| replaced by the new airport at Chek Lap Kok. | if 13/31" was renowned for its challenging I
1 | aviation hub into a diverse green community. | 1| Lung Tsun Stone Bridge, which were subsequently |, : ; | landings for large aircraft. :
' o : !| preserved on-site. ! : !
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The development of Kai Tak Development Area EEHmPAMSERNEFHEE -

ays homage to aviation history in every aspect. B o ‘ ' /
iy 4 Y il Y gu 1:50 g ' e hRsR R Within Kai Tak Development Area, multiple green spaces collectively form an

preserving historical relics such as the "Lung Tsun i}_ﬁ.&e ] " g ; 4
Stone Bridge", retaining the airport runway layout 01 5 i%igggi urban oasis that balances community needs with environmental conservation—
and incorporating aircraft elements into the design 3/31 E@g& where spacious lawns provide recreational spaces, flowering shrubs add vibrant
WIS T e mOdem, . h‘e' fOf‘m er airpo hues, and trees canopies regulate the microclimate. Through layered plantings that
S S ac:lttles\'nclud,'n o implemented under the direction of "Right Plant, Right Place", the area showcases
13/3] and ap, how innovative and resilient landscapes are implemented within a high-density
Presenteq p o urban area.
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e scenic view of the

Runway 13/31
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The 13/31 runway at the old Kai Tak Airport was renowned
as one of the world's most challenging airport runways,
given its location amidst the mountains and tall buildings of
Kowloon. Its number refers to the magnetic orientation of
135/315 degrees used for takeoffs and landings.
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urban heat island effect.

The expansive sh
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Planting of native and non-native

Plant species cre
seasonal flowering for year- -

round aesthetic appeal.

Kai Tak adopted the design concept of "Current of Vitality",
integrating the district's blend of old and new through unique
visual designs like "Energy Swirls" and "DNA Bar". Look
closer—every lamp post, street sign, bike rack, and even
trash bins now shine in Kai Tak’s signature colours and logos,
transforming the neighbourhood into a showcase of distinctive
character and vibrancy with cohesive style!
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The DNA bar, composed of fundamental
elements such as soil, water and air to
symbolise the dynamic flow of culture
and commerce within Kai Tak .
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Different plantin
_ climbers create
trians cool a
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Inspired by the tree rings,the Energy
Swirls symbolise the boundless

vitality and dynamism-of Kai Tak.
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RBEHZEHREESHBKEREE » EABKBIIBRES o The Kaij Tak Development Area aimed to create a vibrant community. Centered around the world-

_ | J \ L ¥ class Kai Tak Sports Park, the area also features diverse active recreational facilities including children's
Kai Tak situates at a prime waterfront location along the northeastern shore of the Victoria playgrounds, youth sports courts, and adult fitness areas - seamlessly integrating sports and leisure to
Harbour, where harmoniously blend with the revitalised Kai Tak River and lush green spaces serve all-ages.

featuring large pools, terraced promenades and interactive fountains. It showcases Victoria

Harbour’s iconic beauty and invites visitors to engage with the water including panoramic
viewing and recreation—fostering the natural connection between people and the water.
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Th: fountain with splashing water jets crea|tes
refreshing summer experiences and entertainment:

| #\rf@k*ﬁ_?eﬁ Inclusive Community
EHEHR x BYRE GreenWay & Pet Friendly
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The Kai Tak Development Area exemplifies human-environment coexistence while
creating versatile inclusive spaces. The shared-use GreenWay and pet-friendly
environment allow visitors to discover their own perfect retreat.
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. @ [HEEE  R@RFIT LN The "GreenWay" breaks away from the traditional separation
E’é‘iﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁ%@%mﬁm%h ! between cycle tracks and pedestrian walkways, allowing
Ba S~ 1""J\dlesl‘safeI;u‘wd comfortable passageé & various users to safely and comfortably enjoy the greenery
The GreenWay prov! d cyclists along Kai & and waterfront in their own way.

ai Tak River flowing throug

l for both pedestrians, runners ar:
Tak's captivating waterfront vistas:
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Building a Livable City : The Success of Streetscape Enhancement T TS
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[ ¥24TF%3E ] Rainbow Subway

@ BEF)E AU B #ib Lung Cheung Road near Choi Hung MTR Station

Streets and infrastructure are integral parts of a community
and are closely intertwined with citizens' daily lives. Since
2017, the Highways Department is committed to advocating
streetscape enhancements by introducing thematic and chromatic
designs that echo local characteristics to beautify public
spaces and the cityscape, and further improve city’s livability.
Footbridges, subways, and highway structures are transformed
into aesthetically pleasing and distinctive public spaces, turning
ordinary streets into a scenic feature of our urban fabrics.

The design divides the subway space into
different rainbow-themed colour zones,
complemented by flora and landscapes
commonly found in Hong Kong. The
vibrant visual and natural atmosphere
make every passage through the subway
feel like a colourful journey.
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[~ 58| Sunset Gateway

@ BB/ BIAEEREE Tung Chung Waterfront Road near Wai Tung Road

- TARBIERST LA RN HEEHERRRHBNE
%=(ta1 Before ESH B TREARLBEZEENBHERE

— AEANSROBIET BHREBESITPIRGE

huEgsnBEsezd -

The footbridge offers a unique view of airplanes taking
off and landing against a stunning sunset backdrop.
Vibrant colours vividly depict the sunset scene with the
sea view behind, highlighting the beautiful surroundings

N
for pedestrians to enjoy. \ . W

TARBLURHKIR - BETENMESESE 0 21RE
EEMETEESLL - BEF0RitEAERBRE

The footbridge incorporates graphics of sewing
threads, plastic flowers and toys to showcase the
cultural history of Kwun Tong's light industry while
strengthening a sense of belonging in the community.
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Urban Forestry and YOu considerations for Urban Planting
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Provide sufficient space between the
tree canopy and the buildings
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Space for Canopy Growth
ZBEBTHREMETESEYBELS - LIBE P PY A .
. — . - o s trees compete for growing space,

U BIRHHARE EMA— BRI HREROEEND © 2 adequate space is essential for the
% BB RS BEARSERIEE - SERED trees to grow mature, naturall
— The Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section HEE » TEEBERHONEELTREHBIAREE o ¢ q gro ’ Y
@) of the Development Bureau advocates the principles of ) OrMmed canopies.
A "Right Plant, Right Place, People-Centred." When planting The growth form, h.elght, and canopy spread ARSI AT RE » ERG
m in urban areas, it is essential to fully consider whether offtreeiatimatliressize should be considered A SRR Y BRI o
g the surrounding activities and space are suitable for the to reserve sufficient growing space for their _ ‘
8' long-term growth of plants, aiming to make Hong Kong development. AV.O'.d planting trees too cIos‘e.to
S a more livable and sustainable city through quality urban buildings to prevent compromising
- forests. the tree's structure and health.
o
]
D
a
<

ERIKREHIKR) » EEHEZRE

TR 572 S
Provide sufficient space between the
tree canopies at maturity

More Information
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Space for Roots Growth
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| Ultimate tree size
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4 Open soil
Newly planted trees require adequate space both = : _
above and below ground, with consideration al : ' : R g v N, N L o S e o s g
given to the location of underground utilities. . ﬁ A r‘ _ : : A : %
Sufficient soil should be enabled to provide roots A ' ' - ' .
with nutrients, air, and water for support and ' iﬁrench
secure establishment of trees. p
. T HRE

Underground pipe
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Credit : CEDD
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Building soil trenches facilitates
lateral root extension and protects
against soil compaction from traffic,
thereby promoting a more stable and
healthier root system for the trees.

Planting strips should be continuous and
uncovered by hard surfaces like concrete
or pavers to allow oxygen availability and
rainwater infiltration to the root system.

—. - -
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Tree Teller
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As autumn turns to winter, it's the perfect time to go out and enjoy the brilliant display of
red foliage. Maples are renowned for their iconic autumn display. There are approximately 200
species of maple trees worldwide, mostly distributed across North America, while in Asia, they
are primarily found in Chinese Mainland, Japan and Korea.

Maples refers to trees of the Acer genus in the Aceraceae family, which includes
Acer tutcheri (Tutcher's Maple) in Hong Kong. Acer tutcheri is a native species that
can be found in areas such as Ma On Shan and Tai Tung Shan. Belonging to the
Aceraceae family, its leaves also turn red in autumn and winter, adding a vibrant splash of colour to
Hong Kong's wilderness.

Ansaio4 ueqin 34O TdX3

"‘-—"“W'Ff"— e R s B e B i B e

‘J)é\r{ﬂﬁ% Acer tuvcheviiMS *ﬁ\L% Liguiof ambar formosana

BR

Samaras

A

ERARIAR

Spherical capsule
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As for another native tree species found in Tai Tong, Liquidambar formosana (Sweet

wag f‘ﬁa\
EF\S erie

However, it belongs to the Hamamelidaceae family in plant classification, rather
than the Aceraceae family. This indicates that despite its visual resemblance

Gum), its leaves also display a three-lobed shape and turn orange-red in autumn.

to maple trees, Sweet Gum is an entirely different species in plant taxonomy.

REXS TR SIS
WhvaRellfeaveciuinjRed) Q)

MEEGS » BREBYSTRFKONEDEBRE  SRFIEBERFER
RENERR > EESRNARGRAR > ELSENBREHNEF - —Li
BEESEHILEHR  EERERHIE -

As autumn arrives, deciduous plants conserve resources for winter by gradually
breaking down green chlorophyll, revealing the yellow and orange hues of
xanthophylls and carotenoids. Some tree species further synthesise anthocyanins,
giving their leaves a vibrant red colour.

AL RV B AR
Factors for leaves to turn red:
FRRR £ BR B RPLREHLE
Dry weather § - Suff‘uent (" Significant Temperature
Sunlight Variation

T ERTR (BN S B3 S et =
T RS D
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Urban heat island effects reduce the diurnal temperature range in cities, which
inhibits the formation of anthocyanins (red pigments). As a result, leaves mainly
display the yellow and orange colors of lutein and carotenoids.

Urban soil compaction restricts root absorption of water and oxygen, placing
trees under stress and triggering "premature dormancy." Thus, leaves turn brown
and fall early to conserve resources, bypassing the colour-change stage.

BES Rt - BRERBAEER
Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section, Development Bureau
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SEE GREEN, GO GREEN LITTLE TRIP

\FREI S 721 #OER

DOCUMENTARY SERIES =S 55857 =
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Produced jointly by the Development Bureau and RTHK, ) S, P A
the 8-episode documentary " FRE) & & " will be broadcast ! &
on RTHK TV31 every Saturday at 7 pm starting from |3
December 2025. Remember to tune in! ??
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Go GREEN Little Trip
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13 December 2025 (Saf)  £0 mins per session

25 January 2026 (Sun)
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¢ Free admission
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Free Admission!
Enrolment is on a first-

Our "See Green, Go Green Little Trip 2025/26" is back again! This year's itinerary come, first-served basis.
features Inspiration Lake and Tsueng Kwan O South Park.The guided tour, "Stroll along

Inspiration Lake", is now open for registration! The event will lead participants on an in-

depth exploration of the Inspiration Lake Recreation Centre, providing insights into the

landscape design, blue-green infrastructure and featured plants.
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Education & Careers Expo
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The Greening, Landscape, and Tree Management Section of the Development
Bureau will participate in the 35th "Education and Career Expo" at the Hong Kong
Convention and Exhibition Centre from 22 to 25 January 2026. The booth will
introduce the professional development path to become tree management personnels
and landscape architects, as well as provide information on the study sponsorship
scheme and trainee programme for the tree management industry. Interested
individuals are welcome to visit the exhibition for further details!

Date and Time of the Guided Tour "Stroll
25 January 2026 (S

from 10:30 am to 5:00 pm (each session lasts
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The guided tour to Tseung Kwan O South Park will open for registration soon. Please stay tuned!
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https://www.greening.gov.hk/tc/resource-centre/video-radio-and-advertorials/index.html
https://www.greening.gov.hk/tc/community-outreach/thematic-guided-tours/index.html
https://www.hktdc.com/event/hkeducationexpo/tc?ref_source=GrayMenu&ref_medium=vep-tradeshow
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Award Presea!
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Champion
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https://www.greening.gov.hk/tc/community-outreach/competitions/index.html



