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The Universal Language of Flowers
12 Hong Kong Flower Show
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One of the most colourful

entries in the city’s annual

event calendar is the

Hong Kong Flower Show, which took

place on 16-25 March this year at

Victoria Park. Featuring a myriad of large
landscape exhibits created from hundreds of
thousands of plants and blooms, the show
was a vibrant spot of colour standing out
in the urban jungle — a living world of
beauty in which to lose oneself on

a sunny spring afternoon.

Organised by the Leisure and

Cultural Services Department, the
show represents one of the city’s chief
greening initiatives, established to
enhance the image of Hong Kong in the
promotion of international horticultural
activities and reinforce its image of

a cosmopolitan city. It is also

a festive flower affair offering
something for every visitor, including
floral demonstrations, cultural
performances, greening workshops,
commercial stalls and a range of
competitions for the creatively inclined on
horticulture. Over 560 00O visitors,
tourists and horticultural

enthusiasts took part this

year — a record number since

the LCSD took the reins in

2000 - attesting to the public’s enduring love
for nature’s beauty.

Each Flower Show carries a different theme
and a theme flower, and this year’s theme was
‘Floral Delights’ and the theme flower was
Hyacinth. The floral displays and exhibits held
a strong international flavour, bridging culture
and continents through the globally understood
language of flowers. Visitors meandering
through the exhibits were treated to a tour of
the world’s most famous features, including
the Great Wall of China, Sydney Opera House,
the Moai of Easter Island, the windmills of

the Netherlands, the pyramids of Egypt, the
Penguins of Antarctica all ingeniously recreated
using colourful topiaries and specially

built flowerbeds.

These landmarks stood alongside a range

of other displays, the most popular of which
was the Mosaiculture display, created by 800
local students. Entitled ‘Tropical Delights’,

it featured colourful fruits dressed in the
costumes of their origin countries, paying
tribute to the wonderful range of cuisines
offered in Hong Kong.

hL & : G/ FE /Bl
Z# : Rhaphiolepis indica
JREM : 25 - REga:
HEHERM :

BHAE - BEBRAE

Also popular were displays from the Mainland,
each capturing a cultural theme that tied back
to the organisation presenting it. Some carried
layers of meaning, such as the Shanghai exhibit
with its topiary skylines of Pudong and Victoria
Harbour, symbolising the city’s ties of friendship
and economic cooperation with Hong Kong.

Complementing the large landscape displays
were a range of smaller exhibits. One of these
was the incense tree (Aquilaria sinensis), whose
sap is used to make incense sticks, and from
which Hong Kong originally derived its name,
‘Fragrant Harbour’. Another special exhibit is
the miracle fruit (Synsepalum dulcificum). The
single seed in each fruit of the plant is large
and bitter; whereas the pulp has a sour flavour
which, when eaten, causes acidic fruits to taste
sweet due to the presence of glycoprotein
(miraculin). This “miraculous” effect lasts for
about half an hour. Also featured was a Hakka
Tulou traditional roundhouse, a durable
structure characteristic of rural China. Visitors
to the exhibit covered its brick walls with written
wishes, symbolically hanging their hopes on
strong foundations.

Common name: Hong Kong Hawthorn / Spring Flower
Scientific name: Rhaphiolepis indica

Origin: Southern China, Southeast Asia

Viewing in Hong Kong:

Country Parks, Hong Kong Wetland Park
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The Hong Kong Hawthorn shares the same plant family
(Rosacaea) as the European Hawthorn (Crataegus
monogyna) and a similar characteristic in producing

a profusion of white/pink flowers that herald springtime.

This native species is a common shrub/small tree

in Hong Kong. It is found wild on hillsides and slopes
and is also used as an ornamental plant in parks

and gardens, but while we enjoy it here it is actually
considered an invasive weed species in some parts of
Australia! It is a good species to attract wildlife, with its
early flowers attracting insects and blue coloured fruit
attracting birds.

As is the case every year, the displays

were contributed by various government
departments, district councils and consulates.
Organisations from the Mainland also
contributed a large number, as did participants
from over 20 different countries from across
the Asia Pacific, Europe, the Americas and
Africa. Taking the opportunity to connect with
the public, the Greening, Landscape and Tree
Management Section of the Development
Bureau, a relative newcomer to the Flower
Show, continued its support for the second
year running. Its first exhibition booth, extolling
the virtues of ‘Sustainable Greening and

Tree Management’, made a welcome
reappearance at the show.

Given its immense scope, the show required
a sizable amount of preparation. To pose as
little inconvenience to the public as possible,
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participants and setup crews worked day
and night to bring the show to life from

the ground up. Given the time and space
constraints, as well as the fragile nature of
the blooms, the show’s success was only
possible thanks to the LCSD’s meticulous
planning, as well as the teamwork of the
government departments and the many
participants.

The LCSD typically begins planning each
show almost as soon as the previous one

is concluded, with the various committees

and advisors convening to set a framework for
the coming year before organisers from the
participating organisations begin bringing the
elements of the show together. Now, with

the Hong Kong Flower Show 2012 successfully
concluded, organisers are already beginning
to roll up their sleeves for 2013.

What would visitors like to see in the
Hong Kong Flower Show 2013? The LCSD
warmly welcomes your suggestions to the
Secretariat of Show Committee, Hong Kong
Flower Show at 2601 8260. ¢
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We hope you enjoy our
quarterly newsletter. You are
welcome to contact us with
any comments or suggestions:
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The Greening, Landscape

and Tree Management Section
Development Bureau

NEB 2 BUSBITRE 1618
16/F, West Wing,

Central Government Offices,
2 Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar,
Hong Kong

B Tel: 2848 2111
{#H Fax: 2523 5327
EH Email: greening@devb.gov.hk
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www.greening.gov.hk
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Precautionary Tree Maintenance
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Measures before the Wet Season kil ot i

The Hong Kong Green Building Council’s “My Green Space” Greening Building Competition
for Schools Award Presentation Ceremony cum Exhibition was held on 3 March 2012.

REREZE - FIAKNRES g The wet season is approaching. Poor tree
HIBA TR FIBEB R  ERAGE maintenance may result in tree failures,
TREIES o FREZFAAYE which may in turn cause injuries or loss of
e E YR E R ETARIA » I human lives as well as damage to property.
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e When there is a need to seek professional
SREIBRE AR o SO AR arboricultural advice or services for the trees,

ERBOEAME  THESHHM they should engage professionally qualified
ARHVEH o HAFHEBIZERT 26U and experienced arboricultural consultants

TER: or contractors with good experience and
references. Please visit the following website
where you may download relevant information
on trees. In particular we recommend the
following documents:

The Secretary of the Development Bureau, the guest of honour to officiate at the ceremony
complimented that this competition is very meaningful, since young people were invited

to present ideas and green building concepts and their application to home, schools and
community, which would deepen their understanding of green buildings. Government has
been striving to continue the promotion of a sustainable built environment for achieving

a quality living environment.
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Revamping of
Trees Website
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The Trees Website of DEVB has
been revamped and launched in
April 2012. You may browse the

d website.
rampes HeRsre Desss(— www.trees.gov.hk
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Tree Maintenan
Reduce Tree Risks

www.trees.gov.hk d
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public holiday from late May to August

Customer Service: 2471 3480 (Office hour:
Mon-Fri 9am — 5pm except public holidays)

www.lcsd.gov.hk

BEFREE4 : 2471 3480
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Arts and Fun for All in LCSD Parks

RERIILERE Leisure and Cultural Services Department
iﬁ%ﬂﬁiﬂl (& | (=/E%) 1. South Pavilion Plaza of Victoria Park
EZEHARARRBE 10am to 6pm on Sundays and public holidays
LFTRETFAE 2. Flagstaff House Museum of Teaware in
2. BEAEERN [EBS | AE Hong Kong Park
,\,\K%EEI?TTL 12pm to 6pm on Saturdays, Sundays and
EEHR - BRARBEN public holidays until December 31

EF¢F-{—:E—*;Z.§T¢T—,\H-;
&3 - 2724 3344

Enquiries: 2724 3344

TE réj ?77 Eﬁg;;-,*ﬁh"llﬂ[% C www.wetlandpark.com )
Flower Photos Collection

HERMAR Hong Kong Wetland Park
2012%3H14HZ6H4H 14 March to 4 June 2012

FhE O FBE Atrium, Visitor Centre

& 3152 2666 Enquiries: 3152 2666

BE&{LXEE2012 — KD REE ( www.greening.gov.hk )
Skyrise Greenery Awards 2012 — Roving Exhibition

#it - EIERBAREEE BRE Greening, Landscape and Tree Management

2012&588HF10H44A Section of Development Bureau
EEBSHHBRET FEREE 8 May to 4 October 2012,
www.greening.gov.hk at various locations in Hong Kong. For details,
= 1 2848 2334 T please visit www.greening.gov.hk

greening@devb.gov.hk Enquiries: 2848 2334 or greening@devb.gov.hk
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Citywalk 1 & Citywalk 2

Urban Renewal Authority
Sino Land Company Ltd.
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\ i{ b K ;ﬁ 201 2 The Greening, Landscape and Tree Entries and Awards Result §
FHREF (LR) — EFXTOES I'E == 1% e De:/elop.ment This Award Scheme is the first of its kind 2
HRERELE WWF Hong Kong . Skyrlse Greenery Awa rds 20]2 Greenelry Awar(.}Is 2012 _W'th the (?bjectlves of by the industry. A total of 113 entries were
SATAZSANEHN BRARME Every Saturday, Sunday and promoting skyrise greening in the industry as an received under 4 categories as follows:

integral part of designing for a quality built

environment, fostering the public’s appreciation - Government Projects

and recognition of the exemplary skyrise Private Development Projects
greenery projects, and promoting its wider School and Non-Government
adoption in Hong Kong. Organisation Projects

; ) Planning / Research Projects
Co-organisers of the Awards include:

The Hong Kong Green Building Council,
The Professional Green Building Council,
The Hong Kong Institute of Architects,

The assessment of all entries has been
completed by a jury panel consisting of
representatives from the Development
The Hong Kong Institution of Engineers, Bureau, co-organisers and academia as
The Hong Kong Institute of Landscape well as experts. We are pleased to
Architects, The Hong Kong Institute of Planners, announce the overall result of 1 Gold
and The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors. Award, 9 Silver Awards, and 16 Merit
Awards. Details of award-winners are
posted on the Greening website. $&

#3BRES Roving Exhibition
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For appreciating the achievement of all award-winning entries,

please visit the roving exhibition of the Awards from 8 May to October 2012 at
various locations in Hong Kong. The first roving exhibition will be held at the
1/F, exhibition area of the Hong Kong Science Museum from 8 to 17 May 2012.
For more details, please visit Greening website.

( www.greening.gov.hk )






