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Professor Jim
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Tree professor’s
tireless work
brings honour
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PhD in Soil Science in Britain
and Chair of Geography at
Hong Kong University

papers and books
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Professor Jim Chi-yung has been a familiar figure
in the greening world in Hong Kong for many
years. But the highly-regarded Chair of Geography
at Hong Kong University is as recognised
internationally as he is locally — and in August he
was honoured with a major award for his research
on trees over more than three decades.

“I'm very grateful and fortunate to be the first
person working in Asia to get this award,”
Professor Jim told us, after becoming the
recipient of the 2014 L.C. Chadwick Award for
Arboricultural Research, given by the International
Society of Arboriculture (ISA*).
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Published nearly 300 scientific
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Devoted in urban forestry and
tree management in Hong Kong
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Research on green roofs and green walls;
woodland in urban areas
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Photos from Professor C. Y. Jim

*EIFRBIAREE (ISA) R — I FIHE - BOEERBARIZR

5T~ HEMERE - ©4535% L.C. Chadwick Award for Arboricultural

Research @ 5 E{ERIA T E B ARHEHNERIKRIERE ©
*International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) is a non-profit organisation

which promotes arboricultural research, education and

practice. Its L.C. Chadwick Award for Arboricultural

Research recognises individual contributions to

the advancement of arboriculture.
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Gained both local and
international recognitions in
the past 30 years

EREEIPR S AR E & 2014F E L.C. Chadwick Award
for Arboricultural Research

Recipient of 2014 L.C. Chadwick Award for
Arboricultural Research, ISA

Scholar and campaigner

Having published nearly 300 scientific papers and books, the Professor has long been an expert
in urban forestry and tree management. He is also a passionate advocate for greening in cities
and has been extremely active in the community: besides his academic work, he sits on both
the Development Bureau’s Expert Panel on Tree Management and the Greening Master Plan
Committee, and has carried out numerous tree and urban greening research projects for the
government. In recent years, he has extended his research into areas including green roofs and
green walls and is also now looking at how to establish native woodland in urban areas.

As a close observer of trees in the city, does Professor Jim have a view on the casualties caused
by ‘tree failure’ in recent times? “Well, if a tree falls in a city like Hong Kong, which is very compact,
there is a higher probability of it hitting somebody,” he says. “Trees fall in less densely populated
cities, too, but very compact development causes more constraints on tree growth above ground
and below, and often with redevelopment there is a risk that the existing growth space is reduced
or degraded.”

“A lot of my research focuses on caring for trees under a stressful urban environment — whether
we are talking about planting design for new trees, or protecting Old and Valuable Trees (OVTs).
The government has established an OVT register and is introducing a lot more care to these very
special trees. Hopefully we can protect them so that they pose less of a risk.”
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Tree research - a growing field

When Professor Jim began working at HKU in 1981, having completed a PhD in soil science in
Britain, his reasons for studying trees were practical. “Research grants were hard to come by in
those days,” he remembers. “And there was no soil lab to support research. So | chose a field
of research that was cheap! All | needed was a notebook, a camera and a bottle of water to walk
around and record data.”

In doing so, he rediscovered his boyhood passion, however. “I grew up with trees,” he says.
“Most weekends | would go walking in the dense woodland in the hills above North Point, where
we lived. That gave me a love of trees and nature.”

Nowadays, the Professor’s studies — in Hong Kong, but also in other Southern Chinese cities —
are considerably more high-tech. “In my green-roofing studies, | measure a full range of
micro-climatic parameters, everything from solar radiation to soil moisture and temperature at
different depths. Most of the research funding goes on buying equipment!” he says.
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Hong Kong Garden - A Livable City

To echo with the theme of the Exposition — “From the Earth, for the Earth”, the project
team of Architectural Services Department introduces to the visitors Hong Kong’s valuable
natural resources through the unique experience in the Hong Kong Garden. The Garden
features a series of triangular pavilions that blends together vertical greenery, solar-
powered features and information display, signifying the mountain features in Hong Kong.
Connected with the pavilions are four themed areas showcasing the natural landscape and
rich habitats of Hong Kong, all linked together through a gentle ramp facilitating universal
accessibility and enjoyment by the public.
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New Entries on the Register of Old and Valuable Trees
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Recently, a total of four old and valuable trees (OVTs) in Tai Po, Tuen Mun and Yau Ma Tei
have been added to the Register of Old and Valuable Trees.
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At Yung Shue Tau in Yau Ma Tei, there is a Chinese
Banyan that has a beautiful form with a wide

tree crown of dense foliage. The tree, together

with another adjoining OVT of the same species .
(Registration No.: LCSD YTM/99), provides green LCSD YTM/113
shade to this special marketplace and has become a  hffiith [ #5458
landmark tree in the locality. Yung Shue Tau, Yau Ma Tei
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Big-leaved Fig

Ficus virens
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¥ Chinese Banyan
Ficus microcarpa
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Being a native deciduous fig tree, its strong and
robust branches can clearly be seen in cold winter.
When spring returns, it sprouts soft, light green
leaves, adding a new look to the surroundings and
giving the park a seasonal touch.

LCSD TM/6
H P92 E Tuen Mun Park
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With a wide and symmetrical tree crown that not only
provides shades for the local residents, but also
improves the landscape in the area. The development
at a nearby lot would affect its growth. Thanks to the
concerted efforts of various government departments,
this old banyan tree has been excluded from the
development area and will continue to play a role in LCSD T™M/7

the local greenery. o P 4= B
Yan Ching Street, Tuen Mun

Chinese Banyan
Ficus microcarpa

ABFRESEAR - ERERA - REE/GARTH

K& - BREHENRZREAB AN TSN T AR
FRAE » MERAEF - ENRATHERBRR -
MEEEZE  HEHSELREER  BHENER
M BMRELENRY - EATEREER-

It is a large evergreen tree very typical of its species.
It is called ‘Yanmin’ (“human face” in Chinese) as the
pattern on its seeds, with five dents of varying sizes,
resembles a human face. The fruit can be preserved
as pickles, and its abundance in summer also
provides a rich source of food for the birds and small
animals in the vicinity, giving the tree significant local
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Mui Shue Hang, TaiPo —______J
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Information Online
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Tree management is a professional task. To promote a holistic and quality-oriented
approach to tree care to the industry and community, the Tree Management Office
has been disseminating knowledge on various aspects of tree management through
training and the formulation of guidelines and best practices.$¢
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:I]] Nov Saturday “Our Favourite Old and Valuable Trees”Contest —
| e 930 am e TE2~ 12:00 noon Prize Presentation Ceremony cum Tree Seminar
+ BEREBHL - ENRREAEERH

Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section,
Development Bureau

BERRBEEERE (ZTHAL)

Lecture Hall, the Hong Kong Science Museum

(For Invited Guests)

Q. 2848 2334

( www.trees.gov.hk )
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to Nov Saturday Hong Kong Tree Climbing Championship 2014

and Sunday
SEBE IS ERHEASETE S
Visitors admission time: ISA Hong Kong Chapter
4 9:00/10:00/11:00/12:00am YT S E SR R

T4 1:00/2:00/3:00/4:00 pm Hong Kong Baptist Assembly, 88 Ping Che Road, Fanling,

New Territories
M tcc@isahongkong.com

( www.isahongkong.com/ ) ( www.facebook.com/hktcc2014 )
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Dec Monday Seminar on Community Surveillance of Trees
£ 4 9:30am - IE4F 12:00 noon BRRE%IL - B RBAEESA

Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section,
Development Bureau

BRREEEEE

Lecture Hall, the Hong Kong Science Museum

(BRI EEILTS - BEmENLE)

(Seats are offered on a first-come, first-served basis)

Q@ 2848 2334

( www.trees.gov.hk )
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We hope you enjoy reading our quarterly newsletter. You are welcome to
contact us for any comments or suggestions:

BREE #1t  BEREAEEA
Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section,
Development Bureau =
- ELE Ll RS
READ ONLINE VERSION

E5E Tel: 2848 2334
fEE Fax: 2186 6932
EEB Email: greening@devb.gov.hk

www.greening.gov.hk
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Guidelines on a variety of tree management e 1
topics, including: 3/ AiEREEED
/ Management

Guidelines of
Stonewall Trees

1 / BRSS!
/Guidelineson

Brown Root
Rot Disease

2 / EABEEE

/ Guidelines
on Tree
Transplanting

E2ERARE

Please visit Trees website for details:

www.trees.gov.hk

4 / BRI E MRS B
/ Guidelines on Yard Waste

Reduction and Management
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ALEE
Red foliage

B : Sapium sebiferum
FEE : hE - B - BERHE

Scientific name : Sapium sebiferum
Origin : China, Japan, Vietham and India
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At the arrival of autumn, clumps of red leaves start to burst on the local hillsides. Several
tree species in Hong Kong have autumn colour foliage. Other than the well-known Sweet
Gum (Liquidambar formosana), Tallow Tree is also one of them.

Tallow Tree is a native deciduous tree commonly distributed at sparse forests and banks
of streams. It is occasionally seen at local parks as well. Its leaves have an interesting
rounded diamond shape which is a unique feature of the tree. They start turning red in
October or November, eventually turning to burgundy before they fall, symbolising the
onset of winter. $¢




