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The road to a greener Hong Kong
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Advanced technology such as the
sonic tomograph and the resistograph
is applied when required to help
determine the structural integrity

of trees.

Vi A g - As a step further to enhance the value of
the landscape, the vegetation maintenance

team has rolled out preventive improvement
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Think of the Highways Department and most
people conjure up images of tarmac, concrete
and traffic carrying people and products the
length and breadth of Hong Kong. But take a look
beside the roads, between the carriageways and

up the slopes that overlook our streets and you

&

planting pilot schemes, which improve both
the appearance and ecological value of
green areas, while contributing

to long-term safety through
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comprehensive replanting. These schemes
involve replacing weed trees or over-mature
Acacia confusa with carefully selected native
species; opening up concreted slopes to make
room for trees and shrubs to grow; and creating
planters at the foot of slopes to introduce more
roadside greenery.

In planting design, seasonal qualities of native
species are also considered to help create a local
identity and add interest and colour throughout
the year. A fine example of this approach can be
seen on the slopes around the Lai King Hill Road
in Kwai Chung, where thousands of the camel’s
foot tree (Bauhinia variegata) seedlings were
planted in 2010 to produce a cherry blossom-like
flowering effect in early spring.

While some organisations might see a
remarkable increase in enquiries and complaints
as a major challenge, the Landscape Unit has
embraced the growing input from the general
public. The Unit believes it shows an increased
awareness and appreciation of its work and the
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hinga Mun Arboretum

information from the public is also an important
means for the timely identification of potential
issues with trees or slopes.

The Highways Department doesn’t just wait for
feedback. They have developed a proactive
programme to reach out and build relationships
with organisations that can help. In particular, the
bus companies and their drivers are a key source
of intelligence about overhanging branches
encroaching into road space. Similarly, property
agents managing buildings and estates provide
information on slopes and vegetation that may
need attention in their neighbourhoods.

Aside from the scale of the task the Landscape
Unit faces, working on Hong Kong’s busy roads
presents a unique set of challenges. As much of
the work is carried out close to the carriageway,
prior permission from the police and the
Transport Department is needed to ensure road
safety. In order to minimise traffic disruption,
works, especially within expressway limits, are
frequently scheduled at night. However, light
and noise concerns in residential districts
during night-time mean careful planning is
always required.

So next time you pass a luxuriant road-side slope
or the well-maintained vegetation along the
expressway, think of the Landscape

Unit. Although they may be a small

part of the Highways Department,

members of the Unit are making

remarkable contribution to a

greener Hong Kong. $&
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Located within Shing Mun Country Park, the
2ees area for Shing Mun Arboretum was
d from abandoned terraced fields.

b early 1970s, the Agriculture,

H South China, including some

etum plays a vital role in flora
htion.

n Arboretum is home to many

b and Conservation Department has
any representative native plants in

. The Arboretum now has a collection
00 plant species native to Hong

of conservation interest. As a result,

g trees and plants. These plants are
H under different topics, such as

Common name: Chinese Sweet Gum

Scientific name: Liquidambar formosana

Origin: Hong Kong, Asia

Viewing in HK: Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical
Gardens, Tai Po Kau Park, country parks

The change in colour in tree’s foliage is one of the joys
of autumn and is caused by the cooler and dryer climate
that leads to a decline in the leaf photosynthesis activity
and loss of its green colour (due to chlorophyll loss)
leaving just the yellow and orange colours before the
leaves fall. The Chinese Sweet Gum brings a bright red/
gold autumn colour display as sunlight and the cool
nights of autumn cause the leaves to change. The tree
can grow up to 30m in height. Apart from its ornamental
quality, it is used today as a raw material for plywood

for furniture making, and the fruit extract, Fructus
liquidamhbaricd i i i ici

Bamboo Garden”. o facilitate visItors,

irst Discovered in Hong Kong” (e.g.,
a (Rhodoleia championii) and Dunn’s
e (lllicium dunnianum)), “Local Rare
ected Plants” (e.g., Chinese New Year
kianthus quinqueflorus), Crapnell’s
(Camellia crapnelliana) and

's Camellia (Camellia granthamiana)),

all major plant specimens have plant
labels and representative species are
described in detail by self-interpretation
signs. In fact, the Arboretum is not only
a resource for local flora conservation
but also an outdoor classroom for
nature education. $&



o
ot
B
[y
(mn )
wv
4
>
O
wn
I
o
-
wn

dN ONIWO)D [EZUkEE

g
&R
R
-
>
-
A
-
o
C
w

AL BB EIRDPIN
Green Education
and Resource
Centre

BEREHEEEHRBETWALEAEERBOEBHZ R EENEETERM
RE o PAMIRNERWIBALEE 225 NEABMREE1E - E’\‘E%E_Z‘IJEHHEI ;
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210 - F1E7E2 B www.lcsd.gov.hk

The Leisure and Cultural Services Department regularly organises educational
greening activities, promotion events and exhibitions related to greening and
horticulture at their Green Education and Resource Centre, which is located on 1/F.,
Kowloon Park Management Office, Kowloon Park. Courses on horticulture and
gardening techniques are now available for enrolment. Please visit the centre, which
opens from 9:30 am to 5:00 pm, Tuesday to Sunday, or www.lcsd.gov.hk

for more details.

+8 Oct - +—H Dec 20N
2011 EREZEH R E

Roving Exhibition for 2011 International Year of Forests

BRB Greening, Landscape and Tree Management
@2t - B REAEEH Section, Development Bureau

t&@AE 10826H - 11H15H North District Park 26 October - 15 November
PDHAE 118168 - 1289H Shatin Park 16 November — 9 December
& Enquiries:

2848 2334 =} greening@devb.gov.hk 2848 2334 or greening@devb.gov.hk
www.greening.gov.hk

X1 8 25 Exploring Mai Po
ﬁﬁ»é%géﬁ World Wide Fund for Nature

E8XN - BRAREBH Every Saturday, Sunday and public holiday
(%ﬁi?}]— s A= RA=FRIN) (Except the first three days of Lunar New Year)

+£%9:30 / £510:00 / TH42:00 / T4 2:30 9:30am / 10:00am / 2:00pm / 2:30pm
TRHN=/NEF 3-hour Programme

www.wwf.org.hk

B4 EZ T Y5 Joyful Gardening Workshop

BERLEHRE

2011%12818H(E8A)
E410:00 - 12:00

EAERCBBERTUHEE

EH R BEEERPOMABE
2723 6891 = 2723 6767

Leisure and Cultural Services Department

18 December 2011 (Sunday)
10:00 - 12:00am

Lecture Room of the Centre, Kowloon Park

Enquiries: Green Education and Resource
Centre, Kowloon Park
2723 6891 or 2723 6767

www.lcsd.gov.hk

BHFELEREN (L) =T METARRRER - BINER AL
We hope you enjoy our quarterly newsletter. You are welcome to contact us
with any comments or suggestions:

BRRB

e BIRREANEERE

Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section, Development Bureau
PIRIEEEEFNAE 1012

10/F Murray Building, Garden Road, Hong Kong

B Tel: 2848 2111
{EH Fax: 2523 5327

ZE Email: greening@devb.gov.hk
www.greening.gov.hk
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Community Farms in
Public Housing Estates
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To raise the environmental awareness of public
housing residents and foster neighbourhood
relationship within the community, the Housing
Authority (HA) has set up and run one of the

largest community farms in Tin Ching Estate in
Tin Shui Wai since September 2010.

Located in a convenient corner area of Tin Ching
Estate, the community farm occupies 650
square metres, and is divided into 11 small lots

'Scape
Treatment on- IopeS‘ =
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The hilly terrain of Hong Kong inevitably creates
a large number of man-made slopes due to
development over time. While slope safety is a
priority, slope appearance is also essential as
slopes have become an increasingly visible
element of our cityscape. As such, from a
landscape perspective, quality greening and
landscape treatment on slopes helps to achieve
a better, greener and more sustainable
environment.

of land for shared use among the residents in
Tin Ching Estate and the other ten public
housing estates in Tin Shui Wai.

The community farm is under the management
of the Estate Management Office led by Mr.
Tam Woon So, Property Manager and Mr. Ho
Chung Leung, Assistant Property Manager of
Tin Ching Estate.

“Residents are given not only tips in planting
but also the opportunity to get to know each
other and build a stronger social network,”
said Mr. Tam.

Participants share both the sweet and bitter
moments within the three months’ farming

period. There is t_he Iabourious‘faiﬁﬂr%k
such as weeding, fertilising -

well as sharing the joyful tir

To further encourage active participation in the
community farm, cooking competitions have
been organised. “We require the cooking
materials to be the harvest from their community
farm, and we are pleased to know that
participants are proud of their hard work and are
happy to share the harvest with their families
and neighbours,” said Mr. Ho.

The community farm has provided a good
education opportunity as well as fun for all

those who spend time there. It can also merge
greening and community activities. With the
experience and success of the community farm
in Tin Shui Wai, HA has extended the community
farm idea to other districts such as Tuen Mun

and Tung Chung. Hopefully, in future design of
new public estates, where practical, planting.
areas will bé'set aside for commmm“

more residents to engage |r]_far d!__ m

gardening actlflﬁles within thelr communlty %
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About 4 600 slopes under Government
management have been upgraded by the
Geotechnical Office (GEO) of Civil Engineering
and Development Department (CEDD)’s Landslip
Preventive Measures Programme from 1977 to
2010. For many years, the Government has
been committed to enhancing slope appearance
in slope works. A fine example of this is the
remarkable landscape treatment to the slope at
Sai Yeung Choi Street North (see below). This
illustrates how greening can effectively achieve
an aesthetically pleasing and environmentally
friendly slope that blends in with the surrounding
landscape. The award winning South Lantau
Road slope upgrading works is another
noteworthy example, where existing vegetation
was preserved in the upgrading of slopes and
hard surface was replaced by vegetation where
practicable.

Taking on-board research findings and trials of
new greening techniques, GEO of CEDD provides

)
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FEESEHE LT ARIR The slope at Sai Yeung Choi Street Nor

recommendations and guidelines on
landscape treatments to slopes for
practitioners. Along with this, to promote
best practices for private slope works,
GEO has published “A Layman’s Guide to
Landscape Treatment of Slopes and
Retaining Walls” for the use of the general
public and private sector (please see
www.cedd.gov.hk for a copy of this guide).

To move forward, apart from the continuous
commitment to enhance the aesthetic
quality of slope appearance, greening and
landscaping efforts with the objectives to
foster an eco-friendly, low maintenance and
sustainable vegetative cover on slopes
would be pursued in the forthcoming slope
upgrading works. This includes landslide
risk mitigation measures on natural terrain
under the newly launched Landslip
Preventive and Mitigation Programme. $¢
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