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Our Old & Valuable Trees
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Old and Valuable Trees (OVTs) are our valuable natural assets. They reflect not

only indigenous environmental and ecological conditions, but also part of our local

heritage and collective memory. These OVTs are our greening partners that
accompany us in the development of the city.

The Government has attached importance to the care of OVTs and
established in 2004 a Register for OVTs to offer priority protection and
preservation for OVTs which are located on un-leased Government land
within built-up areas or tourist attraction spots in village areas.
These OVTs usually have one or more merits.
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Merits of OVTs in the Register:
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The maintenance departments conduct regular inspection and monitor the structural and health
conditions of OVTs to foster sustainable establishment of the trees. Since August 2012, 20 OVTs
were added into the Register. As at 1 October 2013, 493 OVTs are included in the Register.

The OVTs in the Register have their own characteristics. For example, the mature Camphor Trees
(Cinnamomum camphora) at Haiphong Road in Tsim Sha Tsui have provided natural shade for
pedestrians for more than a hundred years, and witnessed the change of the area from a navy base
in the 19th century to Kowloon Park at present. The native Chinese Banyan, Ficus microcarpa, is
the most common OVT species in the Register. Their aerial roots hanging down from the branches
could develop into prop-like trunks when they reach the ground, thereby providing additional support
and stability to the tree. With the unique characteristic of these aerial roots, Chinese Banyan
carries many legends such as “Marriage Trees” and “Granduncle Trees”. Stonewall trees are
special landscape features in our city. They are growing under limited space on stone retaining
walls and contributing to the greenery of the urban area. Some fine specimens of stonewall trees
such as those located at Forbes Street, High Street and Chater House are excellent examples of
such kind of OVTs. The Register also contains OVTs belonging to precious or rare species such as
the Incense Tree (Aquilaria sinensis), which is a “Wild Plant under State Protection (Category II)”

in China.

So next time when we come across an OVT, let’s slow down our pace, and take a few moments to
appreciate its seasoned form and to listen to its story along with the breeze. $¢

BIAREESERN — ROREHIAIZEFEAK?
Tree care tips — why no topping?
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Topping (or heading) is a harmful pruning practice to trees. This involves cutting of branches to:
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lateral branches that are too small to assume the
terminal role to suppress epicormic growth
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Topping makes trees dangerous because:
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“Sprouts” after topping are weakly Topping wounds are prone Topping cuts invite
attached and are likely to break to insect and disease attack decay in trees
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Guidelines on how to ( www.trees.gov.hk/tc/tree_care/prune_a_tree/index.html )

prune trees properly:
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Hong Kong, Mount Parker

Common name: Crapnell’s Camellia

Scientific name: Camellia crapnelliana

Origin: Hong Kong, Guangdong, Guangxi, Jiangxi,
Fujian, Zhejiang, etc.
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*
Crapnell’s Camellia is a native evergreen small tree in
Hong Kong. Its splendid big white flowers bloom in
December and its large fruit ripe in September to
October in the following year. The orange-red tree bark
makes the tree an eye-catching plant in the forest.
If you touch its trunk, your palm may get stained in rusty
colour. This rare species was first collected at Mount
Parker, Hong Kong, and is now under the protection of
the Forestry Regulations (subsidiary legislation of the
Forests and Countryside Ordinance, Cap. 96). To ensure
the continuous survival of this species on the hillside of
Hong Kong, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
Department has undertaken ex-situ conservation
measures so that a population of this species has been
successfully established in the wild. $&
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