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Innovative Landscape Plan Wins

International Award of Excellence
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The Highways Department’s Landscape Unit has won international recognition for its efforts,
recently earning an ‘Award of Excellence’ for its pioneering Landscape Enhancement Management
Plan. Conferred by the International Federation of Landscape Architects Asia Pacific Region

(IFLA APR), the award sends a clear message that the Highways Department is realising one of its
main objectives of keeping areas green.

Ms Betty Mak, the landscape architect responsible for the project’s design and layout, led a team
to enhance the aesthetics and biodiversity of a hill slope under Castle Peak in Tuen Mun. Efforts
began in December 2009 and finished in December 201.3.
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Major Challenges Overcome

The site for the Landscape Enhancement Management Plan encompasses approximately

14 hectares and had experienced frequent landslides and disturbance over the years. Ms Mak’s
team sought to create a “sustainable long-term future” by thoughtfully planting vegetation and
attracting wildlife.

“The area was very extensive and quite inaccessible from the road,” she recalled. “In addition,
the re-growth vigour of the invasive exotic species was a tough challenge.” The exotic species
Leucaena leucocephala, proved difficult to control because it grows quickly.
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In general, landscape architects face distinctive challenges and opportunities
in a densely populated city like Hong Kong. A chronic shortage of space means
there is a strong need to prioritise land use. Thankfully, the first-of-its-kind

Landscape Enhancement Management Plan was made a success. {
= §

BN EREE
Species for biodiversity

FEREOERE
Species for aesthetics

ALALER B
Rhododendron REHR
simsii Polyspora

axillaris

Byt
Castanopsis
fissa

KELE

AREAF28H » BKAE BRI L Y —EELE
IS P EEEREEENZTARENEAL
%o RIBEHRREENER  SELEHABEEX

=

B L
AWARD CERTIFICATE
et g
AWARD OF ENDELLENCE

e BRELLBE - FLTH [RERERKE

EEe B—XB/OBHOER o HEREMILE
e R BHE-CZH BEBUEH | DE

=== HE - FL MR  [ERESG R

FEABARRSHBNZE  SHREE
BXY - BRESRREMAOMED -1 3%

Award Brings Fulfilment
As for the prestigious ‘Award of Excellence’, given out on 28 April 2014 at a presentation
ceremony in Malaysia, it offered yet another satisfying project experience for everyone involved.
Ms Mak remarked, “It is most gratifying to have a dedicated team at the Highways Department.
A project like this cannot be done by one person.” When reflecting on the project, Ms Mak
concluded, “As landscape architects, we help to create a sense of place and a special
experience. In other words, our task is to make a better world to live in.” $¢
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Impact of the undesirable species -
Leucaena leucocephala
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The pods of Leucaena leucocephala are
easily recognised

Leucaena leucocephala is an invasive,
exotic small tree that grows up to 9 metres
high. It grows vigorously and forms dense
thickets that prevent natural succession

of native species. Leucaena has brittle
branches that are easily broken off during
typhoon. The poorly developed root system
also makes the tree susceptible to fall
under strong wind. $¢
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The weak and brittle wood structure of Leucaena
leucocephala poses potential hazard to public
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The Register of Old and Valuable Trees has recorded Old
and Valuable Trees (OVTs) in Hong Kong on unleased
Government land within built-up areas and tourist attraction
spots in village areas for priority protection.
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Q : How many OVTs and species are there

in the Register? Q : Which OVT is the tallest and how tall
A : As at 18 July 2014, there are 495 OVTs is it?”

in the Register comprising 81 species*. A = OVT no. LCSD CW/43 Michelia x alba

in Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical

E : (EEEAM) LRERNIBMLHA Garden and OVT no. LCSD E/18 Ceiba

GaiE? pentandra in Victoria Park are the tallest
Z o EEBNEREASESEER (238 OVTs. Both are over 30m in height.*
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: The most common OVT species are:
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: How many OVTs are native species to
Hong Kong?

: There are 345 OVTs which are native
species.*
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: Which OVT has the thickest trunk and
how big is it?”

A = OVT no. LCSD YL/6 Ficus microcarpa
in Kam Tin has the thickest trunk over
7.7m in trunk diameter at 1.3m level
above ground.

: What are the most common OVT

species in the Register?

Chinese Banyan (Ficus microcarpa) (238),
Camphor Tree (Cinnamomum camphora)
(43) and Big-leaved Fig (Ficus virens) (33)*. @
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: Which OVT has the widest crown
spread and how wide is it?
A = OVT no. LCSD KWT/3 Ficus elastica in
Castle Peak Road Sitting-out area and
OVT no. ARCHSD E/2 Ficus elastica
in Law Uk Folk Museum Rest Garden.
Both have the widest crown spread
diameter of about 46m.
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Data as at 18 July 2014

“Our Fovoule Old and Valuable @less™ Contest
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Participants have opportunity to win a prize!
Vote now!

www.trees.gov.hk/treescontest
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Ficus microcarpa is the most common OVT
species in the Register
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Liquidamber formosana is a native species



QLL

BASRRR/EE
Exchange of tree experts in the region
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The Development Bureau set up an Expert Panel on Tree Management (EPTM) in March
2011 to work closely with the Tree Management Office to provide the expertise in both policy
and operational aspects concerning tree management, with the objective of promoting the
well-being of trees in Hong Kong.

The Tree Management Office has been arranging professional exchanges for EPTM
Members with experts in the regions to exchange their knowledge and experience in tree
management work.

During the study visits, tree experts exchanged views and
experience in the common concerns, such as handling and
control of Brown Root Rot disease, tree preservation in
particular with the old and valuable trees. $¢
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Members attending a meeting in the Administration of
Forestry and Gardening of Guangzhou Municipality and
visiting the facilities
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The EPTM Members in a meeting with the The visit of the EPTM Members to Baiyun
Administration of Forestry and Gardening of Guangzhou Nursery, Guangzhou Institute of Landscape
Municipality sharing views on tree management work Gardening
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The EPTM members
in a working meeting
with the Department
of Gardens and

Green Areas, Macau

Civic and Municipal
Bureau
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Mr PUN Wing-wah, Head of Department of
Gardens and Green Areas, Macau Civic and
Municipal Bureau, who is also a member

of the EPTM, shared the experience in tree
management work with other members of the
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EPTM and led the tour during the visit to Macau The visit of the EPTM Members to

on 22 May 2014. Jardim de S. Francisco
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Good Practice for Management

of Aerial Roots
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For some tree species, e.g. Ficus microcarpa,
aerial roots can grow and reach the soil and
gradually develop into prop-like supports that
enhance the stability of the tree. These aerial
roots will become lignified and gain in diameter
to give support to expanding canopy and trunk.
This growing characteristic also facilitates the
species to compete with the adjacent plants.

In the management of these tree species, it

is recommendable to facilitate the growth and
development of these aerial roots where space
allows. An effective method is to guide the new
aerial roots to bamboo poles or tubes filled with
growing medium. This can provide a favourable
environment for the aerial roots to grow and
reach the ground quickly.

Once you understand how these guided tube/
bamboo works, you will appreciate how they are
assisting the growth of aerial roots. Later you
will see the growth of prop-like aerial roots when
they reach the ground in future.$¢
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Scientific name : Viburnum odoratissimum

Origin : Southern China, Indochina
and eastern India.
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You may have come across a shrub or small tree bearing clusters of small, red and fleshy
drupes in the summer. Under the sun, the glittering red fruits are as attractive as red coral
and hence it is named “Coral Tree” in Chinese. The Sweet Viburnum is a plain tree when

it is not blooming or fruiting. Its major identification features include its brownish-grey tree
bark, dark-green shiny leaves in opposite leaf arrangement, and a small bunch of fine
yellow hairs at the junctions of midvein and lateral veins at the underside of the leaf. Sweet
Viburnum is native to Hong Kong, adaptive to different environment, and plays an important
role in the ecosystem as it provides fruit and nectar for birds and insects. It has become
one of the most commonly planted tree species in country park afforestation programme in

recent years. $&

Growing medium



ST — BV AR b B A A KD 5a

Greening and tree knowledge for

the new generation Py ——
B

RIBEBERFEAHZFE AR g;ze;':;‘eg"vﬁ::g;‘:n":m

BEFENTE  BRRADINEL Teaching Kit
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tree management topics among school students A . : EreT] e

and young people, the Greening, Landscape - ; . et i DI

and Tree Management Section of Development 2K, TBreekCare
00|

Bureau has developed Teaching Toolkits for both
Secondary and Primary School students.
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Aug  Thursday Seminar on Community Surveillance of Trees
T4 2:30pm - T4 5:00pm BRE &1t - EIRREAEEA

Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section,
Development Bureau

EETABEEEEARE
Lecture Theatre, Hong Kong Central Library

Q. 2848 2334

( www.trees.gov.hk )
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“Science in the Public Service” Lecture Series
Connecting Greening Works to Climate Change -
Q. 2848 2334 Mitigating Heat Island effect and Enhancing
Our Living Environment

EEXNERERE &t - EERBAEEA
Hong Kong Observatory & Greening, Landscape and
Tree Management Section, Development Bureau
BENBEEERE

Lecture Theatre, Hong Kong Science Museum

( www.greening.gov.hk )
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Aug Tuesday Seminar on “Our Favourite Old and Valuable Trees”
T4 3:00pm - T4 4:30pm BRB &1t - ERREAEEA

Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section,
Development Bureau

BRPREEEERE

Lecture Theatre, Hong Kong Central Library

Q@ 2848 2334

( www.trees.gov.hk/treescontest )
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Note: For all activities, seats are offered on a first-come, first-served basis.
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We hope you enjoy reading our quarterly newsletter. You are welcome to
contact us for any comments or suggestions:

BRE &1t BERBAEEE
Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section,
Development Bureau
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&5 Tel: 2848 2334 READ ONLINE VERSION
{EE Fax: 2186 6932

ZEF Email: greening@devb.gov.hk
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http://www.trees.gov.hk/filemanager/content/attachments/tree_care_book(web).pdf
http://www.greening.gov.hk/tc/people_tree_harmony/doc/gltm_teaching_kit.pdf

