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| am pleased to note the launch of the Greening

newsletter, the third in recent years to be
published by the Development Bureau and its
departments following the Heritage and Kai Tak
Development newsletters. Not only do these
newsletters provide a means of engaging the

public, but also they help promote and publicise

the good work being done.

Kong

Following the Task Force on

Tree Management led by the

Chief Secretary for Administration

in 2009, | offered to take up the

policies on greening, landscaping and tree
management and thus created the Greening,
Landscape and Tree Management (GLTM)
Section under the Development Bureau.
Greening goes beyond planting; it needs
to be considered at the early stages

of land use and town planning to be
successful. It is a natural fit with

our work of land use and town

planning and development, which ties in
well with our vision to create a quality

city environment.

That’s why we are so keen on and
excited about the Kai Tak
Development because it has some
300 hectares of new land providing
the greatest opportunity to plan open
green spaces throughout the
development. This is a luxury in
Hong Kong.

Concurrently we are also exploring opportunities

for further greening in the existing built-up
areas. This is where the Greening Master Plans
(GMPs) come in. We have created GMPs that
have successfully transformed these areas

from the ground up in a very systematic manner.

While the greening efforts at the Government
level have borne fruit, we recognise the need to
get private sector participation and involvement
in our greening mission. There are three key
ways we are doing this:

1. The Council for Sustainable Development
recommended, and the Government has
agreed, that there should be a mandatory
requirement to provide greenery for large sites,
including greenery at the ground level as a
priority as well as on the podium and roof
levels. This should make a significant change
to our city environment.

2. We are working with the Urban Renewal
Authority, a pioneer in terms of greening and
creating more open space in very congested
city environments such as Wan Chai,
Kowloon City and Kwun Tong through their
redevelopment projects.

3. Launched in 2010, the revitalisation of
industrial buildings by encouraging
redevelopment or wholesale conversion in
areas such as Wong Chuk Hang, Chai Wan,
Kwun Tong and Tsuen Wan will provide
opportunities for more greening.

Hong Kong is certainly not without its
challenges to greening: congested spaces
both above with overhanging signboards and
below with underground utilities, as well as the
shading effect of buildings and substandard
soil conditions in the urban environment. So
we need more innovative and creative ways of

greening in such a constrained physical
environment.

One of my favourite greening projects is a very
tiny space in Wan Chai at Johnston Road and
Luard Road near a refuse collection point.

It is delightful to see how flowers and shrubs
survive in this little corner adding a lot of colour
to an otherwise grey city environment.

On tree management alone the amount of
resources we are spending is quite
unprecedented. Currently, we are developing a
community surveillance tool to get the public
to help us identify problematic trees. The
electronic GPS-based system will use digital
maps so the public can indicate exactly where
problematic trees are located, and we shall
promptly follow up on these trees.

Public education is very important and it is
most effective when started at a very young
age. We continue to encourage schools to
integrate greening concepts into every day life,
including organic gardens and green roof
projects to foster a culture of care for greenery.
It is our hope that everyone can make it our
collective mission to green Hong Kong. <&

Mrs Carrie Lam
Secretary for Development
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B2 : Bauhinia variegata
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Common name: Orchid tree/Camel’s Foot tree
Scientific name: Bauhinia variegata

Origin: Southeast Asia, from Southern China west to
Pakistan and India

Viewing in HK: Throughout the territory, particularly
in parks and country parks
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Camel’s Foot Tree °

Flowering in spring, Bauhinia variegata is an
attractive small- to medium-sized deciduous tree that
can grow to 10-12 m tall. It is in the same family
and genus as Bauhinia blakeana, the floral emblem
of Hong Kong. Both have the same characteristics
with orchid-like flowers with a pleasant fragrance

and large round twin-lobed leaves which are
distinctive from other species. Because the leaf
shape resembles the footprint of a camel, Bauhinia
variegata is also called “Camel’s Foot Tree”.

BB AEEE How You Can Help to Report Problematic Trees
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Hong Kong is blessed with many
beautiful trees. But sometimes old
age, disease, poor soil and other
conditions can weaken trees,
making them a potential risk to the
community. The GLTM Section asks
everyone to help identify problem
trees and report them to us. Simply
call 1823 or use the tree care report
at www.trees.gov.hk or via the

Tell me@1823 mobile app, which was
launched on the 12th of April 2011.
Of course, we will make the best
effort to save all trees! $&

(\"} 1823 www.trees.gov.hk)
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We hope you enjoy our
quarterly newsletter. You are
welcome to contact us with
any comments or suggestions:

2 BREREIREEA

The Greening, Landscape

and Tree Management Section
Development Bureau

PERTEBEEERFRE 1048
10/F Murray Building,
Garden Road, Hong Kong

EiE Tel: 2848 2111
{EHE Fax: 2523 5327
E B Email: greening@devb.gov.hk
www.greening.gov.hk
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Introducing GLTM Section Management

2010538 ' REB/IKRIET The Greening, Landscape and Tree Management
R - BEERBIAREIEMH 0 (GLTM) Section was established under the Works
EEFFHEREMS( - BERR  Branch of the Development Bureau in March 2010
NEBHE FEBEERRDE to champion a new and strategic policy on greening,
LIRS - AT EEBRE landscape and tree management, with a view to
BiE (RERETE) | BIABE achieving the sustainable development of a greener

R : i t for Hong Kong. It is led by (from left t
wEmmaEnE  Ewwm o R oo Mansgement
ER (Bt BEREAER) ' '

PN e o Office, Kieran O’Neill, Principal Assistant Secretary
RTR  RIERBSRSELE (Greening, Landscape and Tree Management), and
It - 3%

Kathy Ng, Head of Greening and Landscape Office. $¢

AR May - £8 July
LR LIRS R ED

Greening Promotional Activities

BHERLEKE Leisure and Cultural Services Department
EEM-FET Every Tuesday to Friday

(EF O30 ET 485455 © (4 sessions from 9:30am to 4:45pm)

o AETHELT) Lecture Room, Green Education

hELBEBIHBEERFOLHEZE and Resource Centre, Kowloon Park
BHRE 1 2723 6042 Enquiries: 2723 6042
www.lcsd.gov.hk/green/gerc/en/promotional.php

Hoi Ha Wan Marine Park Ecotour

BTESFEAR Hoi Ha Wan Marine Park
EEHARARRBH Every Sunday and public holidays
(EF 108300 BFRF 1285 / (10:30am — 12:00n00n; 2:15pm — 3:45pm)
TH2E150 E30F45% ) Max 25 visitors, first-come-first-served =
BZAEF25EER » £EI%E  Call 1823 for details
EHERE 1 1823
www.gohk.gov.hk/eng/calender/nature.html

EEERISEEYEAEBEIBE
Eco-Tour for Group Visit
at Kadoorie Farm & Botanic Garden

2011F7H1BZE12A31H 1 July to 31 December 2011
Ef—= -0mkh Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
(EFOR300 EHRF 12K K (morning session 9:30am — 12:00noon;

TH2KE4K307) afternoon session 2:00pm — 4:30pm)
H5A25 e ESHE Application will be accepted from 25 May 2011

MIX

Paper from
responsible sources
FSC

wetscog  FSC™ C023440

EHE 1 2483 7200
www.kfbg.org/kfb/homepage.xml

Enquiries: 2483 7200
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Cultivating Greening

Awareness at Flower Show
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The GLTM Section set up an educational booth at the
Hong Kong Flower Show 2011 from 11-20 March to
promote the theme of “Sustainable Greening and Tree
Management”. The design and construction of our booth
brought the theme to life through the use of sustainable
building materials and a special “green roof”. We received
the “Award for Unique Feature” for our booth, which was
viewed by many of the 500,000 visitors to the event.

#it - EE REIARER A LR IR
GLTM Section Website Revamped
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Please visit our newly revamped website for information on

greening initiatives, tree care and management, common trees

( www.greening.gov.hk ) and plants, current events and much more!
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SFRINMRERIKRZRZ Keeping Trees Safe Is Everyoné’s Concern
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Following the recommendation of the “Report of
the Task Force on Tree Management — People,
Trees, Harmony” in June 2009, the GLTM
Section was established to coordinate tree
management departments for, among other
tasks, the implementation of tree risk
management.
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Photo Contest Results Spread Harmony wheE %
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GLTM Section congratulates all winners of our “People, Trees,
Harmony” Photography Contest for secondary school students. The
results highlight the harmony between trees, plants, people and the
urban environment in Hong Kong. Over 270 contestants vied for prizes
in three categories: 1 “Trees in urban environment”; 2 “Beautiful old
trees”; and 3 “Attractive native plants”. Please see our website for
images of winning entries.
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Julien Hanck
Colourful moss
and lichen

NEimiRie
SNAPSHOTS

Al
#EEA%E Cheng Long Ching, Jason
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The GLTM Section adopts a dual approach with
reference to international best practices in tree
risk assessment and arboriculture as well as
Hong Kong’s unique circumstances:

2. “Tree Basis” assessment — once an
area is identified, staff in the department
concerned will identify any problematic/
important trees, and systematically
assess their condition in accordance with
a standardised methodology while paying
particular attention to the degree of risk.

1. “Area Basis” assessment — various
Government departments will first identify areas
where members of the public are subject to
significant risk if a tree fails. Resources will

be allocated to those areas with higher priority
for more effective tree risk management.

Trees are living organisms and their
condition may change with time. Owners
should inspect trees within their
premises at least once a year and take
appropriate precautionary measures to
maintain them. Also, we appeal to private
owners to check their trees in advance
of the coming wet season.
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Tree risk assessment is not a one-off
exercise. It contributes to a professional
approach to tree management and helps
ensure the long-term sustainability of
our trees. By remaining vigilant at the
Government level and with the help of all
property owners and citizens, we can
strike a good balance between tree
preservation and public safety. $&



www.kfbg.org/kfb/homepage.xml
www.gohk.gov.hk/eng/calender/nature.html
www.lcsd.gov.hk/green/gerc/en/promotional.php
www.greening.gov.hk

