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Special tree is part of estate’s living heritage P

Every tree has its own story — but many of

Hong Kong’s heritage trees have a special place
in people’s hearts. That is certainly the case
with the elegant Silk Tree, or Albizia julibrissin,
located at Phase 9 of the redeveloped Sau Mau
Ping Estate.

With its extensive canopy and balanced form,
this attractive deciduous tree took top prize in
the category of “Remarkable Form and Size” in
a public vote to determine “Our Favourite Old
and Valuable Trees (OVTs)” in 2014. According
to Miss Tracy Lam, a Senior Landscape
Architect for the Housing Authority who worked
on the area’s renewal from 1998 to 2003, the
tree is “probably older than the original Sau
Mau Ping Estate”.

She adds: “Some of the residents from the old
estate would have moved back to the area to
live in the new housing. So for them the tree is
part of the living heritage of Sau Mau Ping.”

Standing 20 metres in height, and with a crown
extent of about 34 metres, the Silk Tree was
identified in the early stages of the development
as a tree that could and should be preserved.
“Originally there were plans for a badminton
court on the site, but because of the tree the
layout was revised,” remembers Lam.
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Silk Tree continues to

grow healthily
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Preservation -
a painstaking process
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“Having this mature tree gives an instant
effect to the landscape. If you plant a tree,
it takes years to grow to full size, whereas

a mature tree adds significant environmental
value, benefitting local residents.”

I Tracy Lam

FRZEERREEM
Senior Landscape Architect
Housing Authority
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Silk Tree in original site

Every care was taken to make sure it survived
the construction work going on around it. “One
of the main branches was actually leaning on

a one-storey small building and we worried that
when it was demolished the branch would be

at risk. Also, the tree had previously been well
sheltered by the surrounding buildings and
when they were demolished it became more
exposed to strong winds. So some pruning
work was done in early 1998 by a team of tree
workers from ex-Urban Services Department and
a propping structure was built later to support
the tree for a number of years, even after Phase
9 was completed in 2001.”
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Tree lovers cast vote
of appreciation
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“We also made sure that the tree was not
disturbed throughout the construction process,
so no heavy machinery was allowed within the
dripline of the tree.” Meanwhile, a temporary
automatic irrigation system was also installed
to keep the soil hydrated and to wash away
pollutants.

In April, the Development Bureau published its
new “Guidelines on Tree Preservation during
Development”(see details in www.trees.gov.hk).
Welcoming its introduction, Lam says: “In many
ways the document distils the best practices

we have learned from successful projects like
the one at Sau Mau Ping. It's very beneficial for
helping to guide project teams in handling trees
for preservation from the planning stage right up
until the completion of buildings.” $&
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Pictorial Guide to Plant Resources for
Skyrise Greenery in Hong Kong
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Living in a densely built and crowded urban Hong Kong, many of us would like to get
closer to nature and enjoy more greenery in our surroundings. Have you ever thought of
creating green spaces at rooftops or your balconies?

If you are not sure about selecting suitable plant species, you will certainly find the online
“Pictorial Guide to Plant Resources for Skyrise Greenery in Hong Kong” useful. This Guide
includes concise information of more than one hundred local plant species in bilingual
form which provides practical tips on planning, design and maintenance of skyrise
greenery. In addition, you may also use our user-friendly online search function for sorting
the right plant for the right place. Let’s make our home greener together. $&
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An impressive number of votes were cast by Hongkongers keen to put their favourite trees in
the limelight in last year’s “Our Favourite Old and Valuable Trees” contest.

Organised by the Development Bureau’s Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section,
the contest was designed to enhance public awareness and appreciation of the city’s OVTs.
And encouragingly for such efforts going forward, half of the votes came from students.

The OVT Register was started in 2004 and currently includes around 500 trees. The contest
had four categories: “Remarkable Form and Size”, “Botanical and Ecological Value”,
“Historical and Cultural Significance” and “Contribution in Landscape Setting”. $¢
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Q&A of the Brown Root Rot (BRR) Disease
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What is Phellinus noxius?

Phellinus noxius is a fungus that causes BRR
disease on trees. Belonging to the genus
Phellinus, P. noxius is placed under the family
of Hymenochaetaceae within the Phylum
Basidiomycota. It prefers acidic, hot and
humid conditions. The species within Phellinus
are the typical white rotters, which can release
enzymes through the action of microhyphae
and decompose lignin and polysaccharides
such as cellulose, hemicellulose and pectic
substance, resulting in wood decay.
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Is there an effective cure to
BRR disease?

According to literatures and expert opinion,
there is currently no effective cure for
BRR disease. Nevertheless, prevention
is better than cure. Proper tree planting
and maintenance practices are the best
precaution one can take
against BRR disease.
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What are the methods
available for diagnosis of
BRR disease on trees?

There are currently two main levels

of diagnostic methods available for
determination of BRR disease in trees,
(1) field diagnosis through visual

tree assessment and (2) laboratory
diagnosis through fungal isolation

method and/or molecular diagnosis.
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How can | learn more
about BRR disease?

Comprehensive information about
the BRR disease in Hong Kong is
available on the Trees website.
Please take a look at the educational
video on “Brown Root Rot Disease -
Diagnosis, Control and Management
Strategy” which contains vivid
illustrations and animations on
identification of suspected BRR
cases, management strategies and
removal procedures. $&
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Will this leaning
tree collapse?
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“Tree Care Partner” Programme

gt - BRREAEEARRFRET [EGREIFE - BF2BhIEES N FHEHEE
BEBERABRBLETHRESHALEREBTAURBAETEMDENAES - tMEE

MAEEGAR EREMINEHEEIRE - SRR IBREARBERENGE - U

KRB ANRENEBRR - BEETNA [BIBEGANMIT | BFUNFAERE
HRBEEA - & HRREAREENEIRNRR - BNFRESAHERFERRNEA - FHE

BRFIE HHBRAE ©

BEFEEHELERIMEEHERAARNMENZRE - BEZ [ AMHE  SRRE
H—2h 3%

School students participated in the caring of trees through the “Tree Care Partner”
programme launched by the Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section since late
2014. This programme equips students with the knowledge on tree physiology and tree
maintenance and their roles in urban areas through talks. The guided tour around the campus
also let students understand the interaction between trees and the surrounding environment
so that they can learn how to examine the health and structural conditions of trees. Through
a booklet on “Identification of Problem Trees”, students also learnt how to systematically
conduct tree inspection and identify the symptoms and signs of tree health. With this basic
knowledge, they can report the problem trees to the relevant government departments to
follow up.

This programme helps develop students’ sense of appreciation and understanding towards the
nature and join hands together with the government to achieve “People, Trees, Harmony”. $&
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A mature camphor tree in Shatin was
added to the Register of Old and Valuable
Trees recently. The tree is a slow-growing
native evergreen species, which is common
in “fung shui” woods near villages and
countryside. This tree has a wide tree
crown with balanced form that enhances
the greenery in the village environment. $&
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B £ Scientific name:
Lespedeza thunbergii subsp. formosa
(syn. L. formosa)
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Hong Kong, China, Korea, India and Japan
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Lespedeza thunbergii subsp. formosa (Beautiful Lespedeza) is a native erect shrub
which is commonly found in thickets and margins of forests. Its delicate purple-red
flowers bloom in summer months from July to September. This species is tolerant

to arid soil and hence can contribute to soil conservation. In addition, the Beautiful
Lespedeza is the prefecture flower of Miyagi in Japan and has been used to make the
brush handle of the Sendai writing brushes as gifts to generals in ancient times. $&

% —25E5 — Y | BEE

“Know More about Plants” Guided Tour
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Saturdays, Sundays and Public
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4 10:30am / T4 2:30pm

Q@ 3152 2666

( www.wetland park.gov.hk)
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T4 2:30 - 3:30pm

Hong Kong Wetland Park
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Orientation Point 3, Atrium, Visitor Centre
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Please enroll 10 minutes before the departure time at the
gathering point. Seating is on a first-come-first-served basis.
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“Science in the Public Service” Lecture Series -
In Touch with Our Trees
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Hong Kong Observatory
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Dr. Keith FAN & Mr. Terry FUNG, Tree Management Officers,
Tree Management Office
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Lecture Hall, Hong Kong Science Museum
BESEUEEET  RBAG  BULIES -
Conducted in Cantonese. Free of charge. Seating is on

a first:come-first-served basis.

@ 2926 8259

( www.science.gov.hk )
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We hope you enjoy reading our quarterly newsletter. You are welcome to
contact us for any comments or suggestions:
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Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section,
Development Bureau

B Tel: 2848 2334

{EE Fax: 2186 6932

ZE & Email: greening@devb.gov.hk

www.greening.gov.hk
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