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This issue begins with a spring shower — stepping into Tseung
Kwan O South Park and learning how the "Sponge City"
design harnesses rainwater, infusing vibrant life into the urban
landscape.

Rainfall nourishes the earth, including vegetation. From
Hong Kong's afforestation history to the establishment of the
herbarium, we explore the story of a century-long journey from
barren rocks to a green city.

Looking back at the splendid moments of the Flower Show
2026, See GREEN, Go GREEN Little Trips, and the Education
& Careers Expo 2026, while inviting you to paint your own green
scenery in the "See GREEN Go GREEN - Travelogue Contest
2026"!

In the embrace of spring rain, let us continue to explore the
interwoven scenery of city and nature.
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Tseung Kwan O South Park:
Realisation of a Sponge City
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Designed and implemented by the
project team of the Architectural
Services Department, Tseung Kwan O
South Park has received the Gold Award for "Excellence in Public
Development" at the HKILA Awards 2025.
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As heavy rainstorms become more frequent due to climate change, how can Hong
Kong's highly populated environment adapt to extreme rainfall while keeping quality
green spaces?! Tseung Kwan O South Park offers an answer. Through landscape
design and the concept of blue-green infrastructure, it turns stormwater into a
daily asset while connecting the community and boosting resilience to heavy rain —
preparing the new town for a future of greater possibilities. Let's learn about this
new green landmark, which fully opened in January 2026.
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Rainstorm? No big deal! Watch
me, the sponge, soaking up the
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Blue-Green Infrastructure integrates green assets (e.g.
vegetation and leisure spaces) and blue assets (e.g. water
bodies and river channels), harmonising with natural
ecosystems through comprehensive planning, design and
enhancement. It not only enhances the greening environment
and promotes biodiversity, but also alleviates pressure
on drainage systems and strengthens resilience to
climate change.

Blue-Gree
Infrastru
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What is Sponge City?
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The "Sponge City" design uses natural elements
such as topography, soil, and vegetation to
temporarily collect and store rainwater like
a sponge, preventing discharge of massive
runoff into the drainage system and
reducing the risk of overloading, while also
~ allowing the collected rainwater to be recycled
and reused.
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WSt SEABNER! More Information

The 'SEE GREEN. GO GREEN Little Trip 2025-26'" visited
Tseung Kwan O South Park. Discover the application of
Sponge City design concepts in the park

through the self-guided tour leaflet!

BREE R - BEREABEER
Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section, Development Bureau 3


https://www.greening.gov.hk/filemanager/greening/tc/content_132/2026_TKOSouthPark_Leaflet_Chi.pdf
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Sponge City deSlgn is woven into the park's
details. Let's see how the park uses terrain design, soil,
plants, and eco-friendly features to tackle extreme
rainfall, helping the community use rainwater wisely
and adapting to climate change.
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The soil naturally absorbs and retains water
like a sponge, while filtering impurities from the
stormwater and providing nutrients and moisture
for the plants, allowing healthy plant growth.
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Landform
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Through terrain design to divert and
collect rainwater in planting areas
rather than the drainage system, thereby
reducing system load and flood risk.

VELY)] B EES B ILRK PSR
s I%Eﬁ%ﬂ%%“‘*ﬁ K 12
Hey  LEEMSKRIML -

Plants are grown to purify pollutants from
stormwater and provide habitats and food sources
for insects and birds, enhancing biodiversity.
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Convey

Central Deck

A daily viewing deck for the community,
its sloping paths divert stormwater
to planting areas during heavy rain —
preventing puddles and flooding.
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Besides providing a resting place for
visitors, its sunken terrain collects
stormwater and channels it into the
park's rainwater reuse system —
achieving two purposes at once.

PEEFEENHTEEREREZER
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The undulating terrain at the centre
is a safety design that prevents the
lawn from turning into a deep pool.
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Unlike conventional continuous kerbs, most kerbs in the
park are designed with gaps. In addition, the flush kerbs
surrounded the central lawn allow stormwater to flow into
the soil without ponding at footpaths.
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Rain Garden

Inﬁltrate

MKEENEZEMEERANEILUEER
K - BIERESIM R 28 DKEME) BT
18y > REFMEMIK - WRSEMSHEM -

The low-lying topography of the rain garden
enables detention of stormwater. The use of
amphibious flowering plants that can tolerate
wet-dry cycles helps purify the rainwater and
enhances biodiversity.
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Belamcanda chinensis
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Vegetated and gravel-lined shallow,
bioswales are designed to channel
rainwater, filter impurities and
pollutants from stormwater and reduce
stormwater surface runoff.
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Hedychium coronarium
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The park's underground storage tanks store stormwater absorbed by
the soil. Through the park's rainwater reuse system, this stored water
is then used for irrigating plants within the park.

BES Rt - BRERBAEER
Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section, Development Bureau 4



Quality Greening, Better Living
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The design of Tseung Kwan O South Park not only
addresses extreme rainfall but also responds to residents’
concerns about health and their pursuit of an inclusive
community through thoughtfully designed facilities.

oR (& 7S 052

NBRHZEERESRE  BEASERCERPRBEEOR - NFH
R BRTEXKBS  TERELEREH-ARERTK -

The park provides a range of sports facilities, enabling users to stay active in a green
environment. For adults, in addition to the basketball court, there are fitness stations and
a jogging trail to break a sweat.

R/ NRARIEEB XD MEES B R RRB A RERTHERIS - HATHE
BRE 9 KREBBNSE AV - RELRZEEERBCEFESHERME -
Energetic children also have their own dedicated spaces — two playgrounds designed
separately for toddlers and older children. Highlights include a 9-metre spiral slide play tower,
sandpits, ziplines, and a children's cycling track.
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The trampoline can be used by
wheelchair users.
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Inclusive Swings
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The park offers a variety of swings, including cradle-shaped

swings for toddlers and face-to-face swings, allowing both
adults and children to enjoy swinging together.

REEHE
\Children's Cycling Track
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In contrast to ordinary bike
paths, the children's cycling
track eases the stress on
children and parents while
practicing cycling, allowing
parents to teach and
accompany their children
with peace of mind.

EBAH L > BRBEMELS
RHETE  ERBZEBRBER
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Hearing aid users are not affected by
static electricity on the metal slide, and
along with the nearby plastic slide, they
can enjoy playing together with others.

Sch =
1 7 [5) £
Inclusive Fun for All

S ERANBEOHREE 0 NMEBTRENHK
SRARNARE—RRE » TMMeERBFH
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The inclusive design of Tseung Kwan O South
Park not only allows friends with different abilities
or physical conditions to play together, but also
promotes intergenerational inclusion.

BEEHEIRNE ? I

What kind of inclusive facilities are provided?

BB

Metal Slide

AR, -

Fun Fact:

BEEHEERTEEE"?

What are the effects of static electricity
on a slide?

SMBRBHENEE - NARKYEERIREE
PEER > ERBIIBSE - BREMFENIEE8Y/
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Intense friction between a child's clothing and a plastic
slide creates static electricity, resulting in a static shock.
For children requiring hearing aids, static electricity can
interfere with the functioning of their devices — from
crackling or shutdown to permanent damage. On the
contrary, metal slides reduce static electricity.

BES 1L - BRREANEEE

Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section, Development Bureau
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From a Century of Cultivation to Verdant Forests: Hong Kong’s Journey of Afforestation ' : 2

SBENRER

The History of Afforestation of Hong Kong

WEBRBIILTT UJ%%EIJA%E’JE%?%UJM SBEBARBBtRIMBIBHES - ERE
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TRIERRERAS » BEFE—EARHETE

From barren rocks to today's lush forests, over 70% of Hong Kong's land is covered by
vegetation nowadays. This vibrant landscape has not come easily — it is the result of
continuous efforts driven by the government, professional teams, and the public spanning a
century. The history of afforestation not only showcases the wisdom of coexistence between
humanity and nature, but also reminds us that our greening achievements are deserved to be
understood and protected by everyone.

EEEHEENBABEBHRIG  RANEHREAREHZ AR TE
L, GIEEAAR  WELT  BHRIHE  FFE—ERATE
BBEBWE -

With human settlements started in Hong Kong hundreds of years ago,
the original vegetation was disturbed continually by various human
activities, turning Hong Kong into barren rocks.

BXRH  RREAEEE
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Credit for Photo & Text: Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department }

FE2HEAR
Early days of Hong Kong

HONGKONG

194171 -.1945
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During the World War I, heavy logging by
local people for fuel further caused the
deforestation and resulted in large areas of
exposed land, causing soil erosion.

BB  REREAEEE

Credit for Photo & Text: Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
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& Onwards
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Credit for Photos: Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department r
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Since the mountain soil was increasingly degraded and native tree species
struggled to survive, the government introduced large quantities of“highly
adaptable and fast-growing exotic "pioneer species" (such as Acacia confusa,
Lophostemon confertus, and Pinus elliottii) to prevent further,soil erosion,
thereby improving the microclimate and soil quality to pave the way for the
future growth of native plants.
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A more in-depth explanation of Hong Kong's afforestation

history and botanical research is featured in Episode 3 of the
documentary series " X &) & & " jointly produced by the

Development Bureau and RTHK.Watch it now on the website! -

v -~

Credit for Photos: Civil Engineering and Development Departmenf &
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
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As the exotic trees planted in early years begin to age,

species, enhancing biodiversity and. making our forests
healthier and more sustainable. The government has planted
about 3.6 million trees and 61.3 million shrubs over the
past 10 years.Through long-term planting and conservation
by 'the government, professional teams, and the community,
Hong Kong's greenery coverage today has exceeded 70%,
revitalising the city with green vitality.

BREB KL - BERBEABEER
Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section, Development Bureau é

current, efforts have shifted to replanting native tree_
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https://www.greening.gov.hk/tc/resource-centre/video-radio-and-advertorials/index.html
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% Gardens Department
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Effective afforestation requires not only the physical act of planting but also a thorough
understanding of local plant species. The followings review how Hong Kong laid this foundation AR RHIBIE 1972 FREIBEEFEER

of botanical knowledge step by step. BIRIMAEYRZNEE  FOMERK
Hh iR b @B o] BN IEF B
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The Establlshment of the Hong Kong Herbarium | : RESBHNBEER o

The need for a modern Flora—a botanical
reference describing the plants growing

in an area in a systematic manner—was | (&EEYE) iweEIIE: &
first proposed in 1972 by Prof. S.Y. Hu. The AFRBURAARMBAE MAS (.IEEPE )

Fi | id Bhrer Editors of Flora of Hong Kong at work:
ora not only provides a good retference Prof. S.Y. Hu and Prof. Q. M. Hu (Centre left and rlght)

for choices of local plant species for
afforestation, horticulture, and landscaping in
the area, but is also an important resource
for researchers, teachers, and students. e
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Government Gardens (18
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In the early British colonial*period, Governor Sir Hercules Robinson
allocated funds to establish the Hong Kong Botanical Gardens for the
purposes of beautification, recreation, and botanical research.

1871 & » i@ EIEBFEEEEE » jt?‘ 1872 EH’JE%EEPLD%BABI
FTEE (BN AB ) SRIIFZRIEMBAE o

In 1871, Mr. Charles Ford was appointed Superintendent of the Government
Gardens Department. He proposed the establishment of a herbarium in

/ the 1872 annual report for dried plant specimens within the Government
Gardens (i.e., the Botanical Gardens).

1878 F ' BERIEMRAEEETBEYABLERRIL » FBRLETE
PIRFREMRABIHT -
In 1878, the Hong Kong Herbarium was formally established in the Hong < MRILIZASEAEZRIEAYN [FEEEYMERE]  ERBE

Kong Botanical Gardens, providing the city with its first dedicated facility for 3,300 BEAMBEBYMHNEASBE ABR
the storage and preservation of plant specimens.

(FEEYE) EMAMLERRRS - BFEEMELRE  EffE
VB RAMBENERSERE - L5 2007-2011 FREBEMR
REAELBERSINBHFNEBORALRUSE -

Published between 2007 and 201 I, the four-volume Flora of Hong '
Kong and its master index, compiled by the Hong Kong Herbarium, the ‘
South China Botanical Garden and the local botanists, have been widely
recognised by academic and botanical communities of Hong Kong,
Chinese Mainland and worldwide. o

EsiEAE (1880 & ) i

Hong Kong Botanical Gardens

y

BRISH  AREBAREEE

Credit for Photos: Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

The public can browse the "Hong Kong Plant Database" on the

B . FEREYLABEER 1975 FEX5E [EEHEYLAR) - Herbarium's webS|te.to access basic information and photos of over
3,300 local plant species. ‘

Note: The Hong Kong Botanical Gardens was renamed as the Hong Kong
Zoological and Botanical Gardens in 1975. S—— I
o) || N R =) i
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https://www.herbarium.gov.hk/tc/hk-plant-database/index.html
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The display features a number of interactive
learning exhibits, including specimens, seeds, and
seedlings of native tree species borrowed from
the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
Department (AFCD), as well as clips edited from
the documentary series, " 7% 81 & & ", allowing
the public to explore freely. Creative badge-
making workshop and exquisite souvenirs were
also catered, bringing greenery into public's
everyday life.
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The annual event, Hong Kong Flower Show, The Development Bureau presented
organised by the Leisure and Cultural Services a specially designed display plot that
Department (LCSD) was held from 20 to 29 takes the public on a heartening
March at the Victoria Park. The theme flower journey through the life cycle of
this year features the Stock under the theme Hong Kong's urban forest — featuring

"A Fragrant Journey through Hong Kong” large-scale floral installations, forest
treehouse, farm garden and friendly

imal companions throughout the
S %.é z anima

landscape!
BES Rt - BRERBAREER
Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section, Development Bureau
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HittR&{EER
SNAPSHOTS OF OTHER BOOTHS

BTERBUELRES ) SERABPITERSE  UBIEL B0 =N 2026 275 B B < 19 58
A - ~ Education and Careers Expo 2026

HNRTERECQNARBTEBCNREERHOVERRR - 77RE
SBPIBYABRAZE SNAD TIERR ©

Apart from the Development Bureau's exciting exhibition area, various
government departments have actively participated. The uniquely
designed displays showcased how the theme flowers bloom amidst
the bustling city, while presenting departmental information and work
achievements.
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The Education & Careers Expo 2026 was successfully held at the Hong Kong
Convention and Exhibition Centre from 22 to 25 January. The booth of the
Greening, Landscape & Tree Management Section of the Development Bureau
featured informative displays outlining the career development path for landscape
architects and tree management personnel, as well as providing detailed
information on the Study Sponsorship Scheme and Trainee Programme for the
tree management industry. Apart from the insightful sharing sessions by industry
practitioners and interns, the exhibition area also featured interactive game and
s photo spot, allowing visitors to learn about landscape and tree management
e courses and work in a fun and engaging way — helping to attract new talent to
b ?;tf)(: join the industry!
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The "SEE GREEN. GO GREEN Little Trip 2025-
m 26" organised by the Greening, Landscape and

Tree Management Section of the Development
Bureau was successfully held from December
2025 to end of April 2026. Participants visited
the Inspiration Lake Recreation Centre and
Tseung Kwan O South Park to learn about
concepts such as blue-green infrastructure,
sponge city and tree preservation.

BHNEZ 228

Discover more at:

25 5B @R
Stroll along Inspiration Lake SEb:INEs
Self-Guided
Tour Leaflet
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Sponge City - Tseung Kwan O South Park
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"See GREEN Go GREEN © Travelogue Contest
2026" is opened for entries! This year’s contest
invites students to create a tour route map from the
perspective of a tour guide, highlighting landscape
features including attractions, plants and trees within
the green space. Besides visiting public green spaces,
such as parks or waterfront promenades, students
can also make reference to the content of the
documentary series " FZRE)E & " and the GLTMS’s
publication "Tree and Landscape Map" to produce
compelling travelogues using a blend of creative
writing and visual storytelling.
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Contest Details

&IFBH 2026 £7 5248 €
Submission Deadline: 24 July 2026

RERBEHP ~ NSEEIOT 20 !
Open to all students attending primary and
secondary schools in Hong Kong!

EE O] $3,000 EFKNIEE ; RERSH
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The champion will receive $3,000 book
vouchers and a trophy. The schools with the
most enthusiastic participation will also be
awarded a trophy!

BREB Rt BEREASEE

Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section, Development Bureau

10


https://www.greening.gov.hk/filemanager/greening/tc/content_132/2026_TKOSouthPark_Leaflet_Chi.pdf
https://www.greening.gov.hk/filemanager/greening/en/content_132/Stroll_Along_Inspiration_Lake-Leaflet_in_Chinese.pdf
https://www.greening.gov.hk/tc/community-outreach/competitions/index.html
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