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IMMERSE in the Harbourfront Sensory Play Space
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HEAD Urban Trees Towards Sustainability
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ADORN the Urban Landscape with Seasonal Blooms

BES Rt - BERBAEIEM Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section, Development Bureau
https://www.greening.gov.hk/en/home/index.html


https://www.greening.gov.hk/tc/resource-centre/related-publications/newsletter/index.html
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Lmmey se in the Harbourfront Sensory Play Space

? A New Family-friendly Leisure Landmark by
Victoria Harbour: Sai Ying Pun Harbourfront Park

Head Urban Trees Towards Sustainability

# Suitability and Sustainability Assessment for
Roadside Trees .. _8-9

Adfoyn the Urban Landscape with Seasonal Blooms

¢ Urban Blooms - Thematic Planting in the City [Trees] . 10 - 11

Highlight a Collection of Exciting Activities
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Begins with a refreshing sea breeze, this issue takes you
to the Sai Ying Pun Harbourfront Park — a family-friendly
new landmark transformed from under-utilised space into an
accessible harbourfront area, where you can leisurely explore
against the stunning Victoria Harbour backdrop.

To advance sustainable urban tree management, the pilot
scheme of Suitability and Sustainability Assessment for Roadside
Trees adopts a forward-looking approach to strike a balance
between landscape amenity and public safety with proper
measures. Meanwhile, the thematic planting that shifts with the
seasons adorns Hong Kong's cityscape with vibrant colours
throughout the year.

A series of arboriculture activities have been rolling out. The
documentary series, "The Pulse of Hong Kong Forests" has
launched its Putonghua-dubbed and English subtitled versions.
Educational worksheets are also launched to help students review
what they have learned, spreading green messages far and wide.
Stay tuned — don't miss out on more exciting events to come!
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Sai Ying Pun Harbourfront Park =
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By integrating family-friendly play space with inclusive design, Sai Ying Pun Harbourfront Park pushes beyond the
sensory limits of traditional playgrounds, creating a new landmark that is "all-age friendly, ideal for family fun and pet-
friendly", offering the public a refreshing harbourfront experience. The park was designed and implemented by the
project team of the Architectural Services Department, and has received the Silver Award for "Excellence in Public
Development" in the HKILA Awards 2025.
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Located at Eastern Street North in Sai Ying Pun, the open space enjoys a magnificent
view of the Victoria Harbour and had been idled as parking lot for many years. After
development, it has now been transformed into a vibrant harbourfront public space.
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It was once a site of

temporary car parks and L;E;E{Kigﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁwzaﬁi_
structures, with heavy trucks R ERBFAY r?ﬁlﬂ@’&._l ’ ,\02
roaring past and minimal F2ET 710 FRNEHRMBESHELIS

RE&D -

recreational value that kept

visitors away.
In 2019, the Fung Mat Road Waterfront Open Space

was temporarily converted into "WE Park". Its design
drew inspiration from the 1970s pipe playground at
Shek Lei Estate and was well-received by the public.

J

ANNNANNNNNNNNNNNNN

H2 Verdure / \B August 2026

2019

I

2025

AEREENEIEIRL
A KHEBTH - RZE
ERWIESEEHE - B
SRR EFEHILZ SRR
B o

The newly opened Sai Ying Pun
Harbourfront Park has turned this once
fragmented, disconnected and underutilised
waterfront into a leisure space for all ages.
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B

During the transformation, some of the
pipes were retained in situ, while some
were relocated to the Central and Western
District Promenade (Western Wholesale
Food Market Section) to continue serving
as a play element for the public.

BES Rt - BRRBAEER
Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section, Development Bureau

ANNNNNNNNNNNNY



S g

/
=
S

N/
(=]

2R

~

R

=
=
m
A
wn
m
=
5
o)
L
)
-
o
o)
c
3,
pn]
o
=]
wn
0)
>
%)
o
<
U
)
<
wn
ge;
o)
o)
o)

OO o000 00

ANNNNSNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN

H2 Verdure / \B August 2026

[ J
HalLE °
L EEEHE Feature Play Area N ®
2] oo
Multi-purpose Area DKUsE LB S BRighEEE BETs HUKIEVE ()
Inclusive Carousel & Sunset Chill Out Observation Deck Water Play and Sand Play Area )
2515 Sensory Wall L § Y
Climbing Wall BRI EERS 8RR HukE
#ekes EIREEH £ Wavy Pocket Space Breezy Chair Water Play ®
Pipe Playground Dancing Swing Cone Climber RS OEBk BEDE ®
Victoria Harbour Sunset Slide Sensory Sand Play
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Entrance from Western
Wholesale Food Market Section
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-  Entrance at Fung Mat Road
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O — ® ® ® ® /' The 440 metre-long harbourfront promenade connects | —0  Entrance aé‘kEascer;ﬁfgj I,Z\ri

§ wA 3 2T . & ¢t it l}: Eid %Ii i}?’e /Sun Yat Sen Memorial Park and the Western Wholesale e Ny E
i = ‘R & We = ¢\ OF ®  Food Market Section, forming a key part of the
e Revita I 1sa tion : C onnec tIng ¢ 3.kilometre Harbour Walk in Hong Kong Island. It not Hes, @p,
° Communities to Victoria Harbour e only enhances connectivity within the district but also S afé%
L AU brings residents closer to the harbourfront. %*Ji
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Sai Ying Pun
Harbourfront Park
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The stunning views of the Victoria Harbour are no
longer out of reach. Whether it is morning jogs,
afternoon walks with pets, or chasing the golden hues
of sunset at dusk, the harbourfront has now become an
integral part of everyday life for citizens.
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BRELWH: B EF T,
ng Consensus:,
g Community Voices

During the design process of the project, the Harbour
Office of Development Bureau and the Harbourfront
Commission organised a series of public engagement
activities, including public voting sessions, on-site
questionnaire surveys and qualitative interviews with
local residents and waterfront users to gather views
on the proposed design and future management of the
space.

Among the proposed features, the public showed
particularly strong support for some desired activities
such as bouncy playscape, water & sand play, seaview
maximisation, sense of spaciousness and shelters.
Community members also emphasised the value of
inclusiveness, accessibility and flexible spaces that will
be able to accommodate a variety of recreational,
cultural and community activities.
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Intergenerational
Inclusivity
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To create an inter-generational play
experience for all ages, the park offers
a range of accessible and diverse play
facilities, allowing family members of
different ages and abilities—including
elderly and children—to rest and play
together.

ERTRMEOARBR koS - R EESEERTK » HRHBEERS

BERARRARZER -
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The Inclusive Carousel features a large and spacious rotating

platform meeting the accessibility standards, and allowing wheelchair
users to enjoy it together with family and friends.

ANNNANNNNNNNNNNNNN

An accessible pathway incorporating playful elements, along with
vibrant and colourful sensory wall provides a variety of tactile
experiences to stimulate sensory perception. It also features a local
map and nostalgic architectural patterns and materials, evoking local
memories and fostering a sense of belonging.

BES Rt - BRRBAEER
Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section, Development Bureau

ANNNNNNNNNNNNY



1%y

/

(52l &z s S R B B

aoedg Ae|d Alosuag juolunogieH ayl ul 3SYIININI

OO o000 00

BB EKELE  BEHREHEMSE
H’Jﬂi%s{@ﬁug?‘i’mclﬁnm BROKEFH
RS RBBEAENRE—FSE - TR
HEBHNEARBR -

The first-ever water play and sand play area along
the harbourfront promenade allows citizens to
freely play with sand and water against the stunning
backdrop of the Victoria Harbour. The inclusive
design such as elevated sand play table also allows
wheelchair users to share the unique natural
experience by the harbour.
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The park design has actively incorporated public
feedback, introducing multiple creative play facilities
that meet citizens’ expectations for innovative
and sensory-rich play experiences. For example,
a massive, fluffy white cloud — "Cloudy Puff" —
Hong Kong’s first outdoor inflatable cloud-shaped
play facility in public spaces. Made with durable
material featuring anti-slip and impact-absorbing
properties, its spacious play area can comfortably
accommodate multiple children running and jumping
simultaneously, allowing them to enjoy a soft
touch that is different from traditional playground
equipment.
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Artfully arranged giant concrete
pipes paired with climbing walls
ignite children's inner explorer,
making it the perfect spot to climb

and play hide-and-seek freely!

EBEERE Eﬁ%?

What is Sensory Play ¢
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Sensory play encompasses activities
that engage the senses—touch, sight,
hearing, smell and taste.

While sensory play serves as a vital
tool for children to explore and
interpret the world around them—
supporting brain development,
honing fine motor skills, fostering
creative thinking and offering a
soothing, calming effect—its benefits
extend well beyond childhood. For
teenagers, adults and elderly, these
immersive experiences provide a
welcome respite from daily stress,
delivering enjoyment while promoting
mindfulness and deep relaxation.

® 0o 00 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000 00"

BEB Rt BRREAREER
Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section, Development Bureau
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Building Consensus:
Responding to Public Aspirations
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During the public engagement activities, citizens and stakeholders
expressed strong support for the waterfront enhancement
project and highlighted three key aspirations for its development:
preserving the panoramic view of Victoria Harbour — the
most valuable asset of the waterfront, providing spacious
and comfortable open spaces and increasing shaded areas.
In response, the design incorporates harbour-facing seating,
viewing facilities, easily accessible open spaces, and enhanced
landscape greening and ameliorate the local micro-climate
through planting more trees. o

1 =78 = KRR A B \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Cozy Corners with
Harbour Views

SFe L FEHENHEIERNRE - B
STFEHNBBEBEE 48K  HFMOEYE
RS - ERBREYZEAIIITRR -

On the observation deck, visitors can enjoy an
open panoramic view of the Victoria Harbour.
The 4.8-metre-high sunset slide connected to the
observation deck allows children to experience an
exciting slide towards the setting sun, savouring a
joyful playtime by the sea breeze and golden sunset.

NERBRA—REBNEBERE » HP
BEETHEABEHEOEE > MEFXR
SNHNEEERRE - BRTFSIHY S
8T B%ERE BEEEABRKEHSM
A— > BHRBHESEREBINEE - A%
BUEATER ©

The park is envisioned as a continuous
promenade where the architectural
elements —such as observation deck
— are not static structures but active
play environments. The observation deck
integrates with the Sunset Slide, merging
architecture with playful activation while
embracing panoramic views of Victoria
Harbour.

H2 Verdure / \B August 2026
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Seasonal
Coastal Flora

BERHERIE 140 BN - BEETEARAK « BARKEPES
HERTEHERE > EHRERRZEH  NESTMEAFENRE -
AEEBAERE  TNER T ANEA KM &S HaERE - BiS T
BROEREAMEEY - SSHEBIRIEHR -

More than 140 trees have been planted in the park, including
flowering species such as Tabebuia impetiginosa, Crateva unilocularis
and Koelreuteria bipinnata. Their blooming periods span over different
seasons, creating year-round distinctive scenery.To suit the waterfront
environment, wind-resistant and salt-tolerant species have been
selected, complemented by a diverse mix of shrubs and groundcovers
with varied textures, enriching the harbourfront greening effect.

18 T B —

Noelreuteria btpmnata (Golden Rain Tree)

NMeMR - WENWE - EBEBE2RE - EEBEEE - 8F
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ERBEER - BRTEAEBREEHRIR - MR (BB -

Apart from its strong adaptability to the coastal environment with
drought, cold and salinity tolerance, it also offers ornamental value.
During August to October each year, it blooms with clusters of tiny
golden-yellow flowers followed by rose-red triangular capsules. The

flowers and fruits complement each other. Since its flowering period
lies throughout the National Day of the People's Republic of CW

is also known as "National Day Flower ( BETE )" in Chinese.

f3RE S

Crateva unilocularis (Spider Tree)

BEMEMmAEnRR  BENBEBIE 8F3/AES5 AREEL
REKARB R BTER » RERE T B E 11 BHBtE L E/TE -
BRAEBROESEARUMRE  SHEXXBEBEE HHKE )
(Spider Tree) ©

The tree is drought-tolerant and strongly wind-resistant, making it ideal for
coastal planting. During the full bloom from March to May each year, the
tree is covered in dense spherical flowers that start pure white and fade

to pale yellow.A lighter bloom also occurs from September to November.
Since its long and slender stamens give an impression of spider legs, the
tree is also commonly known as "Spider Tree".

1€ [2\£7 7R &

dabebuia impetiginosa (Purple Tabebuia)

MEREME > REF 12 AE 3 BiRMKRIAETER » FREMIK - H
TERFES  IXTFEAREE - mEe -

Highly tolerant to drought and heat, it bursts into bloom with dense
spherical clusters of purple-red flowers from December to March each
year. At peak flowering, the tree is covered with blossoms and the leaves
are barely visible, presenting a spectacular display of vibrant colours.
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SUITABILITY AND SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT FOR ROADSIDE TREES
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Urban trees are important green assets in the city, providing a wide range of environmental, LURBAR I ARE A R S #E B0 B o

ecological, and socio-economic benefits. These include improving air quality, mitigating urban heat,

beautifying the landscape, and supporting biodiversity, etc, making our cities more liveable. The government has been implementing the tree risk assessment and
management arrangement to carry out systematic risk assessment for

However, in urban environments, tree growth is subject to various stresses including environmental trees. Through regular inspections by qualified tree management personnel,

changes arising from urban development, soil compaction and impacts from construction activities. trees that may pose risks can be identified early for health and/or

These factors interact with the physiological condition of trees, possibly affecting their health structural defects, allowing timely mitigation measures to be implemented

and structural stability in the long run. Therefore, proper tree management and maintenance are and helping to reduce risks posed to public safety and properties.

essential to sustaining the health and long-term viability of urban trees.

i85 WA S BT R A FHEE R

Suitability and Sustainability Assessment for Roadside Trees

AT > BERERELEGIERRBOBIEE » ITMFT  However, in the face of increasingly frequent climate change and extreme weather events, we
LERE - R2AB XKW » BB L RZEAL must take a broader and longer-term view planning ahead by identifying and managing
#FEENFRAMREBREMSEBETRARIVEA » 5 trees that may not pose an immediate risk but may present potential risks over time, with a
KELRE - JHEZRELASH CBNEERE - view to balancing safety, sustainability, and landscape amenity.

Al » BEBHIT IBESHARESE MR AIFFEMSF To this end, the Development Bureau has launched the “Suitability and Sustainability Assessment for
&) » MEFSBERREGETIERING 5RETE o Roadside Trees” and is conducting related pilot schemes at various locations across Hong Kong.
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Assessment Components: Assessment Considerations Including:
SEE B RFE  BAEA/  BIEHEME
SUItabI|It)' Tree Features Species, form and size, environmental tolerance, etc.
XLyl BT R - BIEREM
Right Tree Tree Conditions Tree health, structural integrity
EEER EBRAR TAREWRES
e L 23 REAE Mainten;nce Issues Maintenance frequency, pedéstrian/ vehicular flow, etc.
=E NEZ % / ba
Prioritisation Recommendations/ Treatment N
=R T IRROERZER - hEHELESNERER
RO BB R AEUBE RigE Shace el or rocegrovih by i
Prioritise trees with urgency Evaluate improvement Right Place L _ - -
of concern potentials MR R ﬁﬁt ViBE -~ BR
Microclimate Wind exposure, temperature, solar access
WITRE SEEE
St £ Impl - Amenity value
ages of Implementation: 4 & AE AN - NN
& ° HBREEEE | e v tEwesEE
@ @ @ @ @ Social aanIEcologlcal Social, cultural, community or commemorative value
alue
_ i _ o _ H RE G
RIHAE ML WEEZE NTRFE Bt Ecological value
Field Studies ~ Assessment Recommendations Public Implementation

Consultation

BES Rt - BRRBAEEE
Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section, Development Bureau 8
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Case |:Au PuiWan Street, Fo
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BHARBANEBRE » RRERZRE
HITABBEEE  ZETAREZRIEN
FIHE R

Root growth was limited by insufficient tree pit space, resulting in
pavement upheaving that compromised pedestrian safety and raised
the risk of tree failure.

B REPBEZZERERBSHEE (WREKREBEARNS)
BHARTER  SHARZRIGRINE ' REETEEGHEBER -
WIS R ELEBE - KT ERREBR » LJREBRARME
RYEENEBHEA  LZBHNEIBIRIRE -

Due to limited tree pit sizes, some species with extensive root
systems and overly tall growth (e.g., Delonix regia and Peltophorum
pterocarpum) have resulted in restricted growth or in poor
condition, rendering them unsuitable for long-term retention.
As transplantation is not feasible given site constraints, these
trees have been removed following assessment. Only healthy
trees of appropriate ultimate size were retained, and enabling a
comprehensive landscape improvement scheme.

BN  RTEH « BB AR A RA R BITE
BA 0 AESEHTABE  FMEARAREERBH
EER ANERRRRE  TEERAT SR
TEBREECHES  AMRSRELRS | FENS
1T o

After connecting the planting pits, adding planters, replanting
native trees and flowering shrubs, and repaving the footpaths,
the improvements have not only provide trees with more ample
growing space for their long-term healthy development, but also
significantly enhance the district's urban landscape and overall
quality of the living area, offering the residents a safer and more
comfortable pedestrian environment.

Pilot Scheme of Suitability and Sustainability Assessment for Roadside Trees

/ \B August 2026

BIF 2: Bk BEBE
Case 2: Hoi Lai Street, Sham Shui Po
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Following the assessment, Hibiscus tiliaceus

: ; \ I
with poor growth condition, restricted roots BT ' -

il
that had led to pavement upheaving and risk Ejl I
of tree failure in long term were removed. E |,
The pavement was subsequently repaved and E

the tree pits were enlarged with replanting 5

of suitable small-to-medium-sized flowering
trees to improve pedestrian walkway space and

enhance the overall landscape.
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Case 3: Hennessy Road,Wan Chai
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The Ficus benjamina along a busy pedestrian walkway and roadside
had developed canopies that leaned towards the road due to adjacent
buildings, increasing the risk of collision with large vehicles. In addition,
the narrow pavement did not provide sufficient space for long-
term root and crown growth, posing a potential tree failure hazard.
Following the assessment, the trees were removed with pavement
reinstated. Flowering trees have also been planted in a more suitable
location with adequate space on Lung Hop Street, Wan Chai to
enhance the amenity.

- BESH
¢ % : T F Lpng}ng Street
HEmE . < ~- ' “edRE NE
~ Hennessy Road 5 A y B
T 5 i £
’ BES Rt - BRRBAEEHE
Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section, Development Bureau
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To further enhance the urban landscape, various locations across
Hong Kong have been actively promoting and strengthening
thematic planting in recent years. By planting a concentration of
flowering trees and shrubs with iconic characteristics, distinctive
and striking landscape themes are created for different districts
to enhance the city's visual appeal and attractiveness.

When selecting different thematic plant species, factors such
as plant adaptability, characteristics, colour coordination and
harmony with the surrounding environment are taken into
consideration, injecting rich seasonal colours into the urban areas.

Now, let's get to know these thematic plants that adorn the city!
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Barringtonia supp-
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Its Chinese name originates from the fruit's resemblance
! to the leg of Chinese Go board. Its red, pink or white
J‘ flowers bloom in the evening like fireworks illuminating

the night sky, yet by dawn they all scatter and fall, earning it
J the elegant nickname "Overnight Beauty" in Chinese.

i 1t#l:6-88

J Flowering Period: Jun - Aug
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Shing Mun Valley Park
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Hang Ming Street Sitting-out Area, Ma On Shan
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Leg of Chinese Go board
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Tabebuia impetiginosa is a deciduous tree that sheds its leaves in

winter. As a result, green foliage is barely visible when the tree is

in bloom, creating a striking contrast with its bell-shaped purplish-

red flowers, which burst into a spectacular display. Upon close

look, the flower throats feature a bright yellow “nectar guide”
* that attracts pollinators such as butterflies and bees to the nectar,
which becomes pale once the nectar has been depleted.

The genus Saraca — derived from the Sanskrit word meaning
“sorrowless” — is commonly planted in temples across |
southern regions. Its golden-yellow flowers bloom in dense |
clusters, looking like a blazing torch from a distance, bright and l
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dazzling to behold.
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wet season, the Development
n "Tree Care Before Vet Season”

26, urging property owners
e tree inspections
reduce

In preparation for the
Bureau held seminars ©
in February and March 20
and landowners to g0 beyond routin
and take appropriate risk mitigation measures to
the risk of tree collapse, safeguard public safety, and

minimise damage to property.
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More Details
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he Development Bureau and
ghua version in addition
edition, with English subtitles

also available in the Cantonese edition . It allows 2 wider
audience to enjoy the engaging eight-episode series, as
well as gaining a deeper appreciation of Hong Kong's flora
and the dedicated efforts paid by different stakeholders
on our urban forestry and biodiversity conservation.
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https://www.greening.gov.hk/tc/resource-centre/school-kits/Worksheet/index.html
https://www.greening.gov.hk/tc/resource-centre/video-radio-and-advertorials/index.html
https://www.ifla2026.com/

