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A Parkland Corridor m.,zﬁ}liiiiimmnu
in the Heart of Hong Kong |
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Tamar Park first opened in October 2011, representing an oasis in the midst of
one of Hong Kong’s busiest districts. As the verdant centrepiece of the new Central
Government Complex, it is framed by the Office of the Chief Executive and the Legislative
Council Complex on both sides, with the immense arch of the new Central Government
Offices soaring overhead. Through this arch, Tamar Park’s lush green corridor draws
nature into the bustling metropolis, connecting the beating heart of Hong Kong with the
picturesque Victoria Harbour.
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Passing two banyan trees that flank the entrance, visitors are beckoned towards the
waterfront by the gently declining lawns, framed on both sides by greenery and

installations of art pieces interspersed throughout to embellish the space and
give it character.

“Openness was the key design theme for the park,” explained Senior Project
Manager Mr Simon Chan from the Architectural Services Department.

“The designers did not wish to disrupt the lawn,

but rather, to draw the eye up towards the

impressive architecture and enhance visual

permeability throughout the site so that people can enjoy
the panoramic view of Victoria Harbour and Tsim Sha Tsui spreading beyond.”
This centrality of nature embodies the government’s vision for a Hong Kong where
growth and sustainability flourish alongside urban development.

Within the park are smaller ‘pocket parks’ set at varying levels, which visitors can
access via ramps from the main lawn. “The idea was to create more intimate
enclosures for gatherings and quiet afternoons,” added Mr Chan.
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Though its appeal is more subtle than flamboyant, Tamar Park represents an impressive
feat of engineering. It resides almost entirely on an elevated deck, which spans a
number of underlying structures as well as the Lung Wo Road motorway, making it

a complex rooftop garden of sorts.

This skyrise greenery gave rise to a number of technical issues that had to be
given special consideration. “We had to create an environment for plant
establishment on the structural slab while preserving the proper functioning
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of the building, accounting for the loading weight and soil depth for trees, or Stone Wall
shrubbery and grass,” elaborated Ms Tera Yau, Senior Landscape Architect from Trees
the Architectural Services Department.
Because the lawn area is the key feature of the park and will bear heavy foot traffic,
a series of trials were also carried out to determine a suitable species of grass,
as well as a soil mixture that would keep the lawns dry enough to recline upon.
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“Above all, the park was designed to be a place where the public could relax,”
said Ms Yau. It has already become a popular retreat for office workers
unwinding over lunch, joggers, morning exercisers, tourists and family picnickers. EXENLE
_ _ MRS A it
For these reasons and many more, the Tamar Development Project, which Beautiful Parks
features Tamar Park as the centrepiece, was awarded the Skyrise Greenery and Open

Award 2012 for its innovation, connectivity and green vision. It represents Spaces
outstanding quality in master planning, integrating a flourishing garden into the
public heart of Hong Kong. $&
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Westland’s Rhododendron Champion’s Rhododendron Hong Kong Azalea

EENRAEHS Native Rhododendrons in Hong Kong
a3 & : AR Common name: Azaleas or Rhododendrons

Ba& : Rhododendron species Scientific name: Rhododendron species

M BREBN EEREEERR Distribution: Apart from Hong Kong, these species
SR EDERE could also be found at Guangdong and

EBWERE S8 - AL South China.
Viewing in HK: Ma On Shan, Lantau Island
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“People, Trees, Harmony” 2012-13 Photography/Video Contest

The roving exhibition of the winning entries of “People,
Trees, Harmony” 2012-13 Photography/Video
Contest organised by the Development Bureau is now
being shown at different locations till 15 June 2013.
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Rhododendrons bloom glamorously in Spring.
Rhododendrons are widely planted in urban parks

and landscaped areas for amenity purpose. Native
rhododendrons can also be found growing appealingly
in the countryside of Hong Kong. Hong Kong Azalea,
South China Rhododendron, Champion’s Rhododendron,
Westland’s Rhododendron , Mrs Farrer’s Rhododendron
and Red Azalea are native to Hong Kong. The first

four species are described as ‘Vulnerable’ or ‘Least
Concern’ in China, and all Rhododendron species

are also protected under Forestry Regulations

(Cap. 96 sub. leg. of Laws of Hong Kong). Furthermore,
their locality at Ma On Shan has been listed as a

Site of Special Scientific Interest. Although native
rhododendrons bloom less vigorously than their
cultivated relatives, they have unique characteristics

to catch your eyes. For example, the white elegant
flowers of Hong Kong Azalea and the blossom clusters
of South China Rhododendron make them outstanding
in the countryside. $¢
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One Person, One Flower Scheme 2013/14

FERTLERHS
A2013F5831BATNEER
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hEAEREELE  BYEAR
BEHFAW

& 2723 6080 (BEBEEE)
2723 6047 (HEH%4E)

( www.lcsd.gov.hk )

Leisure and Cultural Services Department

All applications should reach the Zoo and Horticulture
Education Unit by fax (Fax No: 2367 0556) or by post
(Address : 1/F, Kowloon Park Office, 22 Austin Road,
Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon) on or before 31 May 2013

Enquiries: 2723 6080 (Mr KUN Chong-meng) or
2723 6047 (Mr WONG Wa-king)

*BEF A EEEHEE H2013
Country Parks Hiking and
Planting Day 2013
BERAREEE

2013%F5A5H
SELMFAEER LERERA

&3 : 2418 9080

(www.natureintouch.gov.hk )

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
5 May 2013

Luk Chau Shan Ma On Shan Country Park Hiking and
Planting Day

Enquiries: 2418 9080
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“Know More” Guided Tour
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&3 : 3152 2668

(www.wetlandpark.com)

Hong Kong Wetland Park
Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays
Wetland Reserve, Orientation Point 3

Please enroll 10 minutes before the departure time at
Gathering Point 3. Seats are limited. Enroliment is
based on first-come-first-served basis.

Enquiries: 3152 2668
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Rainy Season Precautionary Measures
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Expert Panel ¢

or of special interest.

Tree Management is as follows:

Tree Management o

BABESR/NE (BRI B EEEBR?

What is the role of Expert Panel on Tree Management (Expert Panel)?
BINEBEHEZFPNER2011F3B KL - BBAREEEBENBEERIATEE - DBUFRHESE
BER - MRESBBANEL  SHRBLEATHKEERNZBIEMNHIA o

The Development Bureau set up the Expert Panel in March 2011 to provide the needed

expertise in both policy and operational aspects concerning tree management, with the
objective of promoting the well-being of trees in Hong Kong, especially those with special value

BER/EBEERE ? Who are the Expert Panel members?
B NMIRERERWEIN HBEUIBIESTKERIBEAIKE « MAKEREWNT

Apart from its chairman and secretary, the Expert Panel currently is made up of
11 non-official members and 3 official members. Membership of the Expert Panel on

=% Chairman

REPEEEMER  Principal Assistant Secretary
(424t - EERABIAEIE) (Greening, Landscape and Tree Management), Development Bureau

JEE 75 5% & Non-official members
BB Professor Jim Chiyung

T &2 8+ Dr Wong Fook-yee

# iz E+ Dr Peter Yau
HE S HIT Professor Zhuang Xueying
FUARE SE 4 Mr Kevin Eckert
2@EMm{E+ Dr Goh Teik-khiang
FE4 5 {E T Dr Gu Jidong
{a32 & %4 Mr John Ho Kin-chuen
#ZByH#E+ Dr Eric Lee Yin-tse
EEIE %4 Mr Ken So Kwok-yin
&K EE S 4 Mr Pun Wing-wah

=75 % & Official members
HRBEASERSERE

Head of Tree Management Office,
Development Bureau

EUR SR BLAELEHEE (BEHE)
Chief Leisure Management (Passive Amenities),
Leisure and Cultural Services Department

pEEAAREEEREREEEE (BMRE)
Senior Conservation Officer/Technical Services,
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
Department

BERNEFEORERTER ? MFIRETRE ?

What are the areas of expertise of the non-official members

and where are they from?

FEFREBEENRESRR BREAER - ABRMEBERER - WimE2MMNREHEMS -

EREROERREE BN ERIFRM - BMN - BN - FRADREHSMH o

Among its non-official members, there are plant pathologists, experienced tree experts,

professors of forestry, municipal arborists, and utility arborists, etc. Some of the expert panel
members come from areas outside Hong Kong including Macau, Guangzhou, Australia, Malaysia

and the United States.

BREEMILURK - 5Tl T EETLIE ?

What have the Expert Panel done since its set up?
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Since its set up in March 2011, the

15 site inspections, during which
invaluable advice has been provided
on tree management topics such as
management and preservation of

Old and Valuable Trees, Tree Risk
Assessment and Management
Arrangement, arboriculture
occupational safety and health,
surveillance programme and
management strategy for Brown Root
Rot Disease and various research
projects on tree management, etc. $&

l Expert Panel has held 8 meetings and
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To enhance the vigilance of departments during
the wet season, and to closely monitor the
changes in the condition and safety risk of trees,
the Tree Management Office (TMO) takes
proactive steps to monitor the progress of tree
risk assessment and the arrangements made by
major tree management departments. We remind
them to take appropriate precautionary measures
for trees within facilities under their care before
the wet season. Seminars are also conducted
for government staff and contractor staff under
the major tree management departments, with a
view to enhancing their preparation before the
wet season.

Apart from taking action to ensure that trees on
Government land are safe, the TMO has also
been reminding private owners of their duty of
care for trees within their properties and raising
their awareness of tree risk management. Since
2010, the TMO has been writing to owners’
corporations, mutual aid committees, area

committees, Rural Committees, village
representatives, property management
companies, education and religious institutions as
well as other non-government organisations before
the wet season each year, appealing to them to
take proper care of the trees within their premises
for the safety of residents, users and visitors.

In general, all departments will speed up and
enhance their care of problematic trees before
the wet season. We have also put in place a
monitoring and assessment mechanism under
which we will maintain round-the-clock contact with
emergency services, such as the Fire Services
Department and the Hong Kong Police Force, and
will act as a focal point of co-ordination in the
event of serious tree collapse incidents. Moreover,
we will review with all other relevant departments
from time to time the health condition of high risk
trees, and carry out, where necessary, appropriate
protective measures for trees.

W%

Nevertheless, in view

of the large number of trees in
Hong Kong and since the conditions
of trees, which are living organisms,
will change with time, environment
and weather, we have enlisted the
support of the public in monitoring
the conditions of trees in our
community. Members of the public
can report problematic trees by
using our electronic “Tree Care
Report” forms, calling the 24-hour
“1823” Call Centre or using

the “Tell me@1823” app for
smart-phones. $¢
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We hope you enjoy our quarterly
newsletter. You are welcome to contact
us with any comments or suggestions:

BREZL  BERREAEEA
Greening, Landscape and

Tree Management Section,
Development Bureau

BEERBAEEN BUTRAISE161E
16/F, West Wing,

Central Government Offices,

2 Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar, Hong Kong
TG Tel: 2848 2334

B H Fax: 2186 6932

E & Email: greening@devb.gov.hk
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www.greening.gov.hk
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