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Let’s participate in

“Be Our Greening Partner” Campalgn
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“I love green environment, but how can | participate more in promoting the
greening of our city?” Greening advocates and tree lovers with passion for
green space for our city may come across this query in their mind. Greening,
Landscape and Tree Management (GLTM) Section of the Development Bureau
launches the “Be Our Greening Partner” Campaign with a view to providing

a platform for a wider participation of the community in our city’s greening work.

N What is “Be Our Greening Partner” Campaign?

The objective of the “Be Our Greening Partner” Campaign is to promote

greening and tree care and engage people from all walks of life to

participate and contribute in the greening of Hong Kong. By launching the

‘Greening Partner Charter’ and organising a series of public education and community
involvement activities, GLTM Section aims to foster
love and care for green environment and trees,

as well as to enhance public knowledge of tree
management and inject positive energy into the
building and sustaining of a beautiful green
environment in our community. The activities include
community tree surveillance talks, landscape design
seminars, tree appreciation visits, Old and Valuable
Tree guided tours, etc.
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Why participating in the “Be Our Greening Partner” Campaign?

Greening and tree care are best handled with the participation of citizens. Besides,
collaborative effort by the Government and the community is an effective means in
promoting greening and tree care. Taking activities organised for community tree

P surveillance as an example, participation in these activities will enhance public’s

P knowledge on trees and facilitate tree management in private areas on one hand,
and assist identification and reporting of problem trees in public areas to

relevant Government departments for timely actions on the other hand, thereby
minimising the risk of tree failure and the damage as a result of tree failure.
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What is ‘Greening Partner Charter?

One of the key activities of the Campaign is

the launching of the ‘Greening Partner Charter’.
The Charter is a voluntary statement. Interested
parties can subscribe to this Charter as
organisations or individuals, pledging promotion
on quality green environment and better tree
management in Hong Kong and working together
towards this common goal. $¢
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You are welcome to subscribe to the
‘Greening Partner Charter’ and

find out more about the “Be Our
Greening Partner” Campaign and
coming events through the

website. Join us now!
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“Be Our Greening Partner” Campaign - Tree Expert Seminar
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The speakers of the Seminar were taking questions
from the audience.
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Despite various explanations
for the origin of the name of
Hong Kong, it is widely believed
that Hong Kong derives its
name from “Fragrant Harbour”
or “Incense Harbour”.
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To mark the commencement of the “Be Our Greening Partner” Campaign, a group of
renowned tree experts from Hong Kong, Macau and Guangzhou, who are also Members
of the Expert Panel on Tree Management, namely Professor JIM Chi-yung, The University
of Hong Kong; Professor ZHUANG Xueying, South China Agricultural University,
Guangzhou; Mr PUN Wing-wah, Macau; Mr Ken SO Kwok-yin, Chief Executive, Conservancy
Association, Hong Kong; and Dr Lawrence Chau, Tree Management Office, Development
Bureau, shared their expert views on tree management in a seminar on 25 May 2013. $¢

Aquilaria sinensis and Origin of
the Name of Hong Kong

Aquilaria sinensis (Lour.) Sprengle, with

a common name “incense tree”, is an evergreen
tree species native to South China. Its trunk is
smooth and light grey, leaves are oval-shaped
with fine vines, and flowers are small and
yellowish green. In summer, plenty of
oval-shaped green fruits can be seen hanging
on it. It is a useful plant as the resin naturally
formed or extracted from wood can be used
for making incense and Chinese medicine, its
wood for joss sticks, and its bark for paper.

What is the relationship between this handsome
tree and the name of the place we are living in?
According to “Hong Kong and Its External
Communication before 1842”, a book written by
Professor Lo Hsiang-lin, and other reference
materials, incense tree was planted in large
numbers in Tung Koon
(Dongguan) District and the
New Territories of Hong Kong,
particularly at Lik Yuen
(Shatin) and Sha Lo Wan (the
west of Lantau Island) during
the Ming (1368 — 1644 A.D.)
and till early Qing Dynasty.
Annual trade volume in the
region amounted tens of
thousands tael of silver. Local
place nowadays still retains related name, such
as Heung Fan Liu (literally means Incense Sticks
Workshop) in Tai Wai, Shatin. The products of
incense tree, pieces of incense each shaped
like an amber, were transported through land
routes from the production areas to Tsim Sha
Tau (now Tsim Sha Tsui) and then by sampan to
Shek Pai Wan (now Aberdeen), where incense
products were finally exported to destinations

in the Mainland China including Guangzhou,
Suzhou, Zhejiang, Southeast Asia and places

as far as Arabia. Shek Pai Wan, the harbour
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lllegal exploitation of the
species has spread into
Hong Kong recently - and
so the situation of Aquilaria
sinensis in Hong Kong calls
for our attention.
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exporting incense, was
therefore named “Fragrant Harbour”
(“Heung Harbour”), to the extent that the whole
island was later known as Hong Kong.

However, during the early Ching (Qing) Dynasty
(c. 1662 — 1684 A.D.), in order to counter the
coastal attacks by Ming relicts, all coastal
habitants were evacuated to inlands by 50 i
(about 30km, which include the whole territory
of modern Hong Kong) for more than two
decades. Therefore, the planting industries

of incense tree were seriously affected.

Today, the harvesting of incense tree for
economic uses has disappeared in Hong Kong.
However, as the climate and soil conditions

in Hong Kong are suitable for the growth of
incense tree, it has become
a common tree species in
our countryside.

High demand in the trade of
the fragrant, resinous wood
(agarwood) of Aquilaria spps.
makes the harvest un-
sustainable. Therefore the
import and export of all
different species of Aquilaria
including the native Aquilaria
sinensis are regulated internationally under the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and
locally under the Protection of Endangered
Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance Cap.
586. The species is considered vulnerable in
mainland China due to over exploitation there
and, therefore has been listed as a Wild Plant
under State Protection (Category Il) in China
owing to the decline in its distribution. In

Hong Kong the species is common in lowland
forests and fung shui woodlands. $¢
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Public Talk on Plant Health Care and
Brown Root Rot Disease
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Greening, Landscape and
2013%8H6H (EH=) Tree Management Section

T42:30 — 5:30 6 August 2013 (Tuesday)

EWEE B REEERRRE 250 530pm

) : 2848 2334 Lecture Hall, Central Library, Causeway Bay
Enquiries: 2848 2334

(_ www.greening.gov.hk )
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FEEFBABEERIE Aberdeen Tree Centre Guided Tour

BRERERE Agriculture, Fisheries

B—ZE A and Conservation Department

GA= (AZBREBRI) Every Monday to Sunday
EEFEEN—RI-MKE) (closed on Tuesday, except public holidays,
F49:00 — F45:00 and the first two days of Chinese New Year)
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Local School Children
Excel as Greening Partners
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With its innovative ‘Eco Garden’ on the
ground floor and colourful ‘Green Roof’ atop,
Baptist Lui Ming Choi Primary School enjoys a
unique reputation in Hong Kong for learning
about greening.

Enriched with over 100 species of greenery
and 1 200 potted plants, the dynamic Sha Tin
school encourages students to learn about
ecology first-hand. With support from the
Quality Education Fund, the Eco Garden opened
in 2002. It features mangoes, bananas and
other fruits planted by students and teachers,
and is also home to diverse animals like
lizards, tortoises, Japanese koi and rabbits,

all joyfully looked after by students. The Eco
Garden’s success led to the creation of the
‘Green Roof’ in 2011 during the school’s 30th
anniversary. The Green Roof attracts egg-laying
butterflies, and students freely monitor the
butterflies’ life cycle from larvae on.

purposes, one of several initiatives championed
by the school’s ‘Green Ambassadors’, an
accomplished group of students who strongly
promote eco-friendly practices.

Ideas Keep Coming

A school-wide talk on June 26th by the
Government’s Greening, Landscape and

Tree Management Section (GLTM) especially
energised the students. The GLTM staff
described resources like ‘1823, a 24-hour
public hotline to field enquiries and complaints
about sick trees among other services. One
Green Ambassador said, “We could put signs
near trees so visitors can learn not to damage
them.” Another Ambassador suggested fun
volunteer activities to boost community
awareness: “Planting trees can help reduce
greenhouse gases and improve air quality.”

At B ABNE

d0
|
+
dl
X
=
?“”
&
>
Cc
@
|
o
0
-
0
o
=
Z
@
Cc
o
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(Cwww.natureintouch gov.hk ) W WE MR REEN  MBLAEENE  TEED  [ETAMALSBERME  wHER W good habits that could last a lifetime. Whether
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BERIILELE Leisure and Cultural Services Department BRONSESRIMATRLRERE M-8 RBSHRR(CES v hoped for when launching the “Be Our Greening |
EEMANENE LS 1.75 hours per session on every Saturday or Sunday ZALEMNBEFHER [RREKRE]D KOEER (ARG | EE2EuE 2S5 ’ Partner” Campaign. As of late July 2013,
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Classroom of the Zoo & Horticulture Education
Unit at 1/F, Kowloon Park Office, 22 Austin Road,
Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon

Enquiries: 2601 8067

(_ www.lcsd.gov.hk )
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Hong Kong Wetland Park
Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays
10:30am and 2:30pm
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Enthusiastic Advocates

According to school principal Ms Wong Kit-lin,
conservation is incorporated into every study
subject. “Through planting and taking care

of animals, students learn to cherish life,”
she explained. Students hope soon to recycle
water from an on-site aquarium for irrigation

around 200 organisations and 2 800
individuals have subscribed to the ‘Greening
Partner Charter’, dedicated to bringing about
a greener, fresher Hong Kong. $¢
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To join the campaign, please visit

( www.greening.gov.hk )
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EE R AESFEES Orientation Point 3, Hong Kong Wetland Park é;gﬂg E;!I:iﬂ Melastomas in Hong Kong g
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=ﬁ§z We hope you enjoy our quarterly newsletter. You are welcome z Although the Chinese name of Melastomas has included wording of one of the Chinese B : Melastoma specles
to contact us with any comments or suggestions: El New Year flower species ‘Peony’ (Paeonia spp, Family Ranunculaceae), they have no close UEasioria T N
B g ' . e . ) sanguineum - RER : (REBN  TOHRPEIARE
=.; BERZL BRREAEEA a relationship in terms of classification. There are four kinds of Melastomas in Hong Kong, EX 3 EEES RN I A T U
. . b A A A o
o Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section, Development Bureau - including the Common Melastoma, Blood-red Melastoma, Twelve-stamened Melastoma v L EHEER LY BERDENEAZS
ﬂ - ) \
; BRRNEREE 2R BUFRE AR 1612 % and Intermediate Melastoma, which are shrubs or subshrubs species commonly | — .
- 16/F, West Wing, Central Government Offices, 3 found and native to Hong Kong. The glamorous and conspicuous flowers are reddish 3 1 : J Common name: Melastoma
A 2 Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar, Hong Kong 3 purple and blossom in summer, which provide nectar for insects while their fruits are u Scientific name: Melastoma species
- Q
8 E&h Tel: 2848 2334 = food source for birds and small animals. In addition, Melastomas can also be used : Origin: Apart from Hong Kong, these species
{#HE Fax: 2186 6932 § in re-habilitation and planting programmes in countryside since they are tolerant to acidic s i can also be found in mainland China,
g EF Email: greening@devb.gov.hk z soil and drought, and are highly adaptive to the environment. $¢ Melastoma SE Asia, N Australia, and Pacific Islands
. 4 § dodecandrum Viewing in HK: Thickets at hillsides,
(_www.greening.gov.nk ) [m]¢ 2 PR BRI EIZM All photos provided by AFCD 1= along footpaths and stream banks




