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Vote for Your “Favourite e :
Old and Valuable Trees”

[BRER] ERMANDEEAER  SM—ERR b2 S EASERHELSTE - 2HER “0Old and Valuable Trees” (OVTs) are our valuable natural assets. They contribute to our cityscape
FAERFNETEE XETERE  RPESERRECH - quietly and offer natural shade to our living spaces and improve the urban environment. We should
appreciate their contribution and provide appropriate care for them.
AREARUBLIHEANEEIRME  BRBZL  BREREAEEAZBR HEEN
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EEAMAE BRET/EEHEEES - P g 4 B

OVTs” Contest. A working group was formed with members of the Community Involvement

EEEEL S IEAR - SE [HENS | [EYERLtEEE] [BER Committee on Greening, the Expert Panel on Tree Management and representatives from relevant
TLEZE | R[2BEH |- TERASERARES A REERE » B professional institutes and organisations to advise on the Contest.
AT #841E www.trees.gov.hk 3k www.greening.gov.hk » fE& 48 Bl H There are four categories of OVTs in the Contest, namely “Remarkable Form and Size”,
1 PRMROEP [ REENEHER] c RINREEERSRE “Botanical and Ecological Value”, “Historical and Cultural Significance” and “Contribution in
215 o BB ARELT  NE HEERRELE Landscape Setting”. Members of the public can enter the following website www.trees.gov.hk or
BB - www.greening.gov.hk to vote for your “favourite OVTs” from the shortlisted candidates in each
category within the voting period from the end of May to September 2014. Successful voters
FUEOLHEBERNNPAREERSE  WE would have an opportunity to win a prize. In addition, awards will be given to schools and students
2 BEEFR—RRE  FEERKAN to promote participation in the Contest.

MEE = . ) .
5 REBHESE * Participate in the “Our Favourite OVTs” Contest to show your support and care for our OVTs

and encourage people around you to vote together and spread the message on tree
care further. $¢

#1555 /2% For more information
www.greening.gov.hk
www.trees.gov.hk
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Blossoms of

Prunus campanulata
adds liveliness to
early spring
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Photos from AFCD
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. The Prunus performs well in:

upper mid-level locations:

Photos from AFCD (left) and Professor C.Y. Jim (right)

Prunus campanulata, bell-flower cherry, Taiwan

Cherry, is a small deciduous tree that has light pink
to rosy pink bell-shaped flowers that blossom in early
spring (February to March). It is widely planted as an
ornamental tree because of its notably spectacular
floral displays. It is native to southern China (Zhejiang,
Fujian, Taiwan, Guangdong and Guangxi), and is also
found in southern Japan and Vietnam. In Hong Kong
the species tends to prosper on mountain habitats

at several hundred metres above sea level. They
perform better in terms of growth rate, flowering time
after planting, and quantity of blooms at sites of
higher elevation, with lower temperature year round.
The charming blossoms of Prunus campanulata in
Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden every spring attract
many plant and photography lovers.

Three years ago, Professor C.Y. Jim of the University

of Hong Kong planted some Prunus campanulata in

the campus. According to Professor Jim, the prunus
performed well in the genial garden environment in the
upper mid-levels location with relatively cooler summer,
more chilly winter and better air quality. The blossoms
were very attractive. Planting this species with attractive
flowers in suitable locations bring more colour and
diversity to the plant palette in Hong Kong. $¢

B & : Schima superba
RER 858 - BR - EAREMNE
EEHERD : HPIEAN - BB - HERM
Scientific name : Schima superba
Origin : Hainan, Guangdong,
Guangxi, Guizhou, etc.
Viewing in HK : Shing Mun Arboretum,
Wong Nai Chung, Pok Fu Lam
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Schima is a native evergreen large tree
commonly seen at local countryside. It has
splendid white flowers with yellow stamens which
make it outstanding in early summer. Schima
possesses upright trunk and ample tree crown.
Its leaves are thinly leathery to leathery and high
in water content, making it a good firebreak tree.
For these reasons, the Agriculture, Fisheries

and Conservation Department has chosen
Schima as one of the selected native species for
propagation. Besides, Schima seedlings would
be planted out to replace the aging exotic trees
and to enhance the ecological value of country
park woodlands. 3¢
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Prepare for the wet season -
precautionary measures
on tree management
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Trees are similar to the living organisms.
Their conditions may change in response
to time and environmental factors. As the
wet season is approaching, property owners
should inspect the trees in their property

and carry out precautionary measures to
minimise possible risks.

How to reduce Tree Risk?

Depending on the identified tree risks,
abatement measures may include —

* Restricting access;

* Removal or relocating the objects that

may be hit by a fallen tree/branch;

Monitoring tree and/or site conditions;

Appropriate pruning;
Cabling, bracing and propping; and
Tree removal (In case of any defective

tree or dead tree requiring removal, the
tree owner should follow the requirement

stipulated in the lease conditions
where applicable).

| REERIEA
Inspect a tree
with equipment =
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What would happen if trees
are not maintained properly?

If a tree is not well maintained, it will
deteriorate and a tree failure may
occur. This could result in injury to
persons or damage to properties. If
this happens, the owner may have to
incur great expense to repair property
and to compensate the victims.

Please visit Trees website and
downloaded relevant information on
tree care, including:

Pictorial Guide for Tree Maintenance
Do’s and Don’ts in Pruning
Minimising Tree Risks

Pictorial Guide for Tree Maintenance
to Reduce Tree Risks

Guideline and video on Brown Root
Rot disease

Management Guidelines for
stonewall trees, etc.

BB AR T4

. Tree pruning work

in operation
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Green-fingered Reusing Takes Root in Hong Kong

Public Housing Estates
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Greening is one of the top priorities for Hong Kong’s Housing Authority (HA) and yard waste
in particular has become a pressing issue. Last year, the HA put their thinking caps on and
conceived a scheme to encourage the reusing of the potted citrus plants usually discarded
after Chinese New Year.

Chinese people love to decorate their homes and places of business with potted citrus
plants during the Chinese New Year, in the hope that they will bring good fortune and wealth.
However, once the festival is over these beautiful blooms are often cast aside.

The pilot scheme took off in January 2013. 35 public housing estates and 1 shopping centre
joined the scheme, putting their green fingers to work. An impressive over 1 000 plants were
collected, root and branch trimmed and reused for growing citrus for display in the public areas
in the 2014 Chinese New Year.

The Assistant Director of the Housing Department, Mr S.C. Leung, explains, “This is the first
time such an effort has taken place in high-rise buildings and on such a scale”. Staff from the
HA have pulled out all the stops to make this scheme work and organised a series of seminars
to teach residents about how to reuse potted citrus plants. Expert horticulturalists were invited
to talk about how to care for the plants.
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Mr Leung says that the residents have really taken to the
scheme — “Residents will shelter their plants during typhoon
weather; they feel upset when the plants are damaged”.
Seeing the plants bear fruit inspires a great sense of
achievement. “It is not until you have hands-on experience
that you appreciate how difficult it is”, adds Mr Leung.

In January 2014, an awards presentation ceremony was
held to celebrate the achievements of the participating
estates; it was the perfect way to recognise the residents’
hard work.

Keeping Momentum in
Waste Reduction at Source

Following on from last year’s success, the scheme
continues to flourish in 2014 and has been extended
to all 160 estates, with more than 5 000 potted citrus
plants collected.

The HA invited celebrities to demonstrate how to
salt citrus and make delicious citrus jam. This ties
in with the overarching aim of the scheme, which is
to encourage residents to reuse by showing them
how waste can become something useful. The HA
hopes to boost environmental awareness and to
reinforce residents’ determination to reduce, reuse
and recycle waste.

Thanks to such initiatives and the enthusiastic
response of the residents, 2014 is set to be another
great year for greening in Hong Kong. $¢
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Try Reusing Citrus Plant for the Next Chinese New Year
for Yourself Following Five Easy Steps

HARE Period

REWFAE

After Chinese

Chinese New Year

1TE) Action

BEENM FREfETERP L - BEN=02—
BURED » REREZBMABE - BIRFHHNE
TEHLE -

New Year ) ) )
Take the old citrus plant out of its pot, trim about
one third of the root, remove old branches and
leaves and put it into new soil.
B — A A SENESERBNIE  LEHBKEE -
April - mid-May Prune thg plgnt to the desired shape, water
and fertilise it regularly
~HBs+tA BEFVBEANG R - HHERIAREHE
June or July 7r AL E S - E (BRI
—@R » AEI—EAERRRABRREE
Give the plant as little water as possible. When the
leaves start to curl, water the plant again in order to
keep it alive. This stage lasts for about a month and
flower buds will be seen.
A HRELRE  BEEENBRAGE  EUHRE
August BISAASHIRE © BT — BRI T |
After the appearance of flower buds, return
to normal watering and the plant should start
bearing fruit for the next Chinese New Year!
LBA— $EWM£?E§IJ?§% ROFERREA °
Al ERRER D CEBRTRERSEKR -
Hh
EE%ﬁﬂE It takes about 6 months from flower
September — to fruit. Thin out some fruits to

encourage the development
of bigger fruits.
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Brown Root Rot Educational Video

Together with research institutes and
international experts, the Tree Management
Office (TMO) has been pioneering in local
BIREIBEMEE (BiAKY) BEg,oh  researches on brown root rot (BRR) disease on

R RIS S VRS AN st A8 AR trees in Hong Kong for better management and
BIREA RS o Bk —5 control of the disease. To further publicise the

IEAS « £X RS A SYH useful information on BRR disease to the general

IR AR Y
. public, property owners and managers, the TMO
] 22014
BIREATRE - BIAMRR * produced an educational video on the disease in

— =, RE
fﬁfﬂ’ﬁ? ;i%&:f %L)_"L %Z‘%E March 2014, which contains key information on

m@}iﬁzﬁ m%mfﬁ_?fgwgﬁ diagnosis of the disease and the prevention and
- AR B - BULRIE R management strategies through field illustrations
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RBEAREE (www.trees.gov.hk) » and animation. Please visit DEVB’s trees website
BEBRBEARSHEMER at www.trees.gov.hk for the video and other
BIRAENEN - 3% information of the disease. $¢
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Seminar on Brown Root Rot Disease

May Friday

+410:00am - T4 12:30pm BRE 4t - EEREAEEA B
Greening, Landscape and Tree Management
Section, Development Bureau

BEPREEEFRE REFALER)
Lecture Theatre, Hong Kong Central Library (Enrolment by registration)

Q@ 2848 2334
( www.trees.gov.hk )

5 XA B HETERER S R EREE
June Thursday Seminar on Arboriculture Occupational Safety
and Health

T4 2:30pm - T4 5:00pm BRE &1t - EEREAEEE
Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section,
Development Bureau

BEPREEZRERE HRaEELER)
Lecture Theatre, Hong Kong Central Library (Enrolment by registration)

Q@ 2848 2334

( www.greening.gov.hk )

Every ‘ RESWF AT OEERT
Mon Wed Frl AFCD Lions Nature Education Centre Guided Tours
(except publlc holldays BERREEE REFAEEER
EHH_ | ZEHR Country Parks Ranger Services Division
m1ExHHB$9I~)

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

% 10:00am - E412:00am AEENMFERAEEFR L
T4 2:00pm — T44:00pm Lions Nature Education Centre, Tsiu Hang, Sai Kung

dN ONIWOD NN - AVW [EZEEHN. - HI

B IHALRE UKESTRINREEEE2791 6413 ©
H RBERILEBHEREFUAZE
Q 2792 2234 Please download the form from the website, and fax the

completed form to 2791 6413. Applications will be processed
on a first-come, first-served basis.

( www.natureintouch.gov.hk )

BMHFELEEREND (B =T > ERAERRNER » BN MRLE
We hope you enjoy reading our quarterly newsletter. You are welcome to
contact us for any comments or suggestions:

BRE &t ERREANEEAE

Greening, Landscape and Tree Management Section,

Development Bureau

T o

E 5 Tel: 2848 2334 i
1§E Fax: 2186 6932 [ VERSION

== 7 . ; r
Z E0 Email: greening@devb.gov.hk
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