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People, Trees, Harmony

This Tree & Landscape Map prepared by the Greening,
Landscape and Tree Management Section, Development
Bureau, aims to highlight the greening and landscape
assets in different parts of Hong Kong, so as to promote
the understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of open
spaces and trees.
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iHEF  Cover Photos

b FEEEEE Top: Bowen Road Fitness Trail
oM RRE _ Middle: Wanchai Waterfront
T HEEGH A AKREF Bottom:OVT group at Hysan Avenue
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Wanchai Waterfront
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OVT at Caroline Hill Road
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OVT group at Hysan Ave

L {701 5171
Faas H_] 1 B E R

Green trails in Wan Chai -
Wan Chai Green Trail

Wan Chai used to be a small bay at the northern tip of the Hong Kong Island. After 1@@5@%5@%51%5_:
World War Il, Wan Chai had experienced rapid development. Population growth had BEEERESK
spurred socio-economic activities and led to a tremendous demand for land. As flat Green trails in Wan Chai -
land was limited to the coastal area and the steep slopes of Mount Nicholson and Bowen Road Fitness Trail

Caroline Hill on the periphery posed difficulties for development, the government had
to resort to reclamation to relieve land shortage.

In recent years, the district is steadily undergoing urban renewal. The historic
buildings and old trees that remain till today make Wan Chai a place with an
enchanting mix of the old and the new.
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The Monument in Commemoration of the Return of =
Hong Kong to China stands at the northwest of
HKCEC. It witnessed the historical moments of the | &

R W establishment of the HKSAR, and the return of Hong =
A Vi . Kong’s sovereignty to People’s Republic of China. & 8
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A quiet open space is created by a
green buffer of Chinese Banyans
(Ficus microcarpa) and shrubs.

Located along the waterfront of Wanchai and to the north of the Hong
Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre (HKCEC) is the Expo Promenade

(also known as the Golden Bauhinia Square). The area is where the

ceremonies for the handover of Hong Kong and the establishment of
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) were held in July
1997. As one walks towards the shore, one will find the Wanchai
Temporary Promenade. The promenade with its modern pavilions and
soft lighting is considered an ideal place for a spectacular view of the
Victoria Harbour at night.

Upon the completion of the Central Wan Chai reclamation, additional
open space will be provided, and vehicular and pedestrian connectivity
between Central, Wan Chai, and the Eastern district will be improved.
With the reclalmed land, there will be more opportunities for green' :
as well as recreational uses in the waterfront area.
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PEDESTRIAN PLAZA
AT THE WEST"OF 1 HARBOUR ROAD
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Modern sculptures on ’
the lawn area '
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Amidst the busy commercial district of Wan Chai is a lesser known
landscaped plaza to outsiders. Situated to the west of 1 Harbour Road and
next to the Grand Hyatt Hotel, the plaza sits on the podium roof of a car
park building and can be accessed from street level or above-ground level
via the covered walkways that link up the buildings in the Wan Chai
waterfront area. The plaza is abound with landscape planting, lawn area,
sitting-out area, water feature etc. Upon entering the plaza, the view
opens up to a pleasant green environment, which is a stark contrast to
the high-rise blocks surrounding it.
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Different types of plants are
planted in and around the
water feature
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The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts is one of the leading arts
performing venues in Hong Kong. Many Hong Kong people may have
visited it for arts shows. However, have they visited the garden to the
west of the Academy? Modern sculptures and colourful plants in the open
space link up the garden and the building. A sculpture with a Tai-Chi
posture created by the famous sculptor, Ju Ming, stands at the Gloucester
Road main entrance. It creates an interesting dialogue with those
practising Tai-Chi exercises in the garden.
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to Queen’s Road East
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Old and Valuable Tree
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Park Entrance
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Model Boat Pool Hard-surface Soccer Pitch
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Children’s Play Area Management Office
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Hidden behind busy roads and high-rise towers is one of the most
popular public open spaces in the district - the Wan Chai Park. When
visitors enter the park from the entrance at Bullock Lane, two giant
OVTs, a Spider Tree (Crateva unilocularis) and a Chinese Banyan (Ficus
microcarpa) will immediately capture their attention. The sitting-out
areas under these trees are popular chess playing and gathering places
for locals.

WAN CHAI PARK B [ O I
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ﬁ&;@ﬂ@%frﬂﬁa ;: 43, A tree-shaded path linking
HIRRRE MR the soccer pitch and the
children’s play area 22
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The Rehabilitation Garden of Ruttonjee Hospital
sits on a hillock located at the south of Ruttonjee
Hospital. The flat garden that comprises lawn
areas, benches, a fitness station and walking
trails. The green environment is ideal for
patients’ recovery.
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St. Michael’s Catholic Cemetery is located on the hill slopes between —p o . N " The boundary wall of the
Stubbs Road and Wong Nai Chung Road, opposite the Happy Valley : A i3 cemetery facing Wong Nai

t :
Racecourse. The cemetery, with chapel located at the central base as W & lcahr:zg E‘;"i‘: ‘Vseft?g:lraziilgﬁr:
well as connecting stairs and paths that radiate from the central core ™3 ' ;5; mimicking green trees. This

8T. MICHAEL'S
CATHOLIC CEMETERY

towards the corners of the site is a typical example of central axis - L ! u enhances the aesthetics of the
design. A tree belt at the top of the slope enclosing the northern part 3 | -1 ¢, cemetery.
of the cemetery contributes to the peacefulness of the place. }
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/K Kassod Tree
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Hong Kong Cemetery is one of the earliest cemeteries in Hong Kong, with
its unique historical, religious and social significance. Many British soldiers
and Chinese civilians during the colonial period including Sir Robert Ho
Tung and Mr. Yeung Ku-wan were buried in this cemetery.
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Preservation of
landscape near
heritage sites is just
as important as the
preservation of
historic buildings.
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The site is relatively undisturbed and spacious with terraced
lawn areas and remarkable trees. The presence of Old and Valuable Trees

HONG KONG CEMETERY

including Kassod Tree (Cassia siamea), West Indies Mahogany (Swietenia ﬁiﬁ@ﬂqﬂ@%ﬁt}i’gﬁﬁ]
mahagoni), Lychee (Litchi chinensis) and Norfolk Island Pine (Araucaria SRR AR R -
heterophylla) gives a dignified and peaceful setting to the site. Although The dried pond and the
the cemetery is not in its most splendid state as it was in the past, its patina on the bronze
uniqueness still makes the visit a remarkable one. The cemetery is a fine fountain bowl signify the
example of western cemetery landscape design during Hong Kong’s early passage of time.

colonial era.
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Along Wong Nai Chung Road and opposite the Happy Valley Racecourse
Infield Entrance (northeast) is the Leighton Hill Public Garden. This small
garden was developed by a private developer but is open to the public.
Its contemporary classical style characterised by elegant arches and
columns blends well with the nearby residential development. The
garden is an ideal place for passive activities where visitors can enjoy the
tranquility of the space.
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The giant bird cage sculpture adds
playfulness to the garden
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Sculptures and water features are

common elements for a passive open
space
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So Kon Po is a place near Tai Hang with Happy Valley to its west and
Jardine's lookout to its south. So Kon Po was a small valley and got its

name because the place used to produce the wood for making
broomsticks “fff#” (So Kon).
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% Common NameJl|44: Lingnan Artocarpus

Scientific NameZ44: Artocarpus nitidus subsp.
lingnanensis

- | DBH range of 5 trees FiREREHIMIE: 240 - 370 (mm)

. EL7| Height range of 5 trees TLRBIHIEE: 6 - 8 (m)

—mg Crown Spread range of 5 trees LRI EIEE: 7 - 9 (m)
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While steep slopes on the upper hills of the Hong
Kong Island are not ideal for urban development,
they are a paradise for plant and wildlife. These
hillsides are popular hiking places for both locals
and visitors.
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Educational signboards located
along the trail provide useful
information and messages for
visitors, stimulating them to
think about the relation between
urbanisation and nature
conservation. Visitors can get a
booklet of the Green Trail at the
Environmental Resource Centre.

WAN CHAI GREEN TRAIL

The starting point of the Wan
Chai Green Trail is the
Environmental Resource Centre
of the Environmental
Protection Department. This
simple L-shape building
originally served as the Wan
Chai Post Office from 1915 to
1992 and was declared as a
monument in 1990. The uphill
Green Trail passes through
Kennedy Road, Bowen Road,
Peak Road and ends at Wan
Chai Gap Garden.
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The Bowen Road Fitness Trail is
close to the urban centre and
the residential areas.

Walkers/hikers can experience
the changing landscapes from a
highly urbanised city to a lush
woodland area.

WAN GHAI oy
AD FITNESS TRAIL
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Sitting-out Area of the Garden
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The trail passes through various
open spaces and sitting-out areas,
including the Bowen Road Garden
where  the Indian  Almond’s
(Terminalia catappa) leaves turn red
in winter.

SR
Children’s Play Area
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