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Pictorial Guide to Plant Resources for Skyrise Greenery in
Hong Kong
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The Government has taken the lead in promoting skyrise greenery with a view to enhancing
greenery in a highly compacted urban development. As at March 2014, about 400
government buildings/facilities including public housing have incorporated skyrise greenery
such as green roofs and vertical greening. Among various measures taken to promote
skyrise greenery, the Greening and Landscape Office under the Greening, Landscape and
Tree Management Section of the Development Bureau has compiled this plant database for
skyrise greenery, aiming to facilitate proper plant selection and encourage the use of suitable
plants for skyrise greenery. “Lists of Potentially Suitable Plant Species for Skyrise Greening

in Hong Kong” with inclusion of the plants which are generally hardy, easy to maintain and
having aesthetic/amenity values were issued in November 2012. Building upon these lists,
plant photos and practical information from departments in their skyrise greenery works as
well as photos of exemplary skyrise greenery projects of both the public and private sectors,

we have produced this Pictorial Guide.
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This Pictorial Guide serves as a resource database for both professionals and the general public

on the local plant resources for skyrise greenery. The ultimate goal is to lower the technical

thresholds in designing and implementing skyrise greening and promoting its wider adoption

in Hong Kong. Specifically, the objectives of the Guide are:

« Presenting plant information, particularly the application of various plants in the local
context;

- Facilitating proper plant selection; fostering the “Right species for the right place” principle
and encouraging after-care commitment for sustainable skyrise greenery in the long run;

- Providing technical references for planning and integrated design of the skyrise greenery
system; and

« Promoting public appreciation and education on the local plant resources for skyrise

greenery.
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Apart from the general plant information (plant names, plant photos for identification and

botanical/biological properties), which is not uncommon in books, some specific features of this

Guide are as follow:

« Plant species are sorted by plant types (in the same growing habits) for easy reference in
plant selection;

« Recommended use of the plants for application of skyrise greenery: e.g. extensive green
roof, intensive green roof, and vertical greening;

« Describingthe tolerance of the plant to adversity of physical environment and site conditions
to facilitate selecting right species for the right place;

« Providing technical Information: evaluation of plant performance in terms of soil depths
and maintenance demand, modes of support (for vertical greening only), and providing
in season tips denoting flower bloom and seasonal change in a year cycle for plant selection

and planting design;



- Plantimages and photosin applications in the local context are provided to enable designer
to visualize how plant species integrates with the setting;

« Features displaying the aesthetic qualities of plants in bloom and seasonal changes are
provided to enhance public appreciation of the plant resources; and

« “Native versus exotic” properties of plants are indicated to encourage the use of native

species.
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We welcome any suggestions and comments from professional and members of the public on
how the Pictorial Guide may be further modified to suit public needs. We can be contacted at

greening@devb.gov.hk.
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